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To my beautiful wife, Faith. My “fellow heir of the grace of life,” my gift from above,
priceless crown of grace. Thank you for all you are.

To my parents. You raised me in God’s love. You are living examples of what it means
to follow when we are “called by His grace.”

To my dear friend, D. W. Martin. Brother in Christ and mentor in the gospel of grace.
You taught me to “take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.”

At last, to our Judah. You will always be “our little hero”.



And now I entrust you to God and to the word of His grace ...

— ACTS 20:32 (NASB)
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

INTO THE ARMS OF GRACE

I suppose this book has been inside me for a long time. And yet … I didn’t sit
down to write all of it at !rst.

Originally, I set out to make a simple collection of scriptures on the theme of
grace, and crafted declarations to go with them. I’ve been wanting to have that
kind of book in my hands for years.

As I dug more into the idea, however, all of these deep memories began to
surface.

Times when God came to my rescue with His Word, piercing through my thick
darkness with His glorious light.

Or these times of rich, intimate encounter with the Holy Spirit, that I experi‐
enced when I would pray the words of Scripture.

I don’t know where I’d be without God and His grace …

Exploring the theme of grace was opening some deep places in my soul and
letting the light in on some rooms I’d not originally intended to open up in this
book. As the memories #ooded in, an over#ow of gratitude and passion welled
up inside me and compelled me to write more. I found myself immersed.

It began to seem as though two books were forming … or maybe two parts of
the same book.
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I NT RO D U C T I O N

I just want to share an honest moment with you. While I have been so deeply
moved by the process of writing out these very personal stories, the idea of
releasing them hasn’t been an easy one. I’m not even sure why. Maybe it’s just
the vulnerability of sharing all of this openly. Did I really want to share all this
now? Do I honestly feel ready?

Maybe it’s the voices of inadequacy that I’m sure many writers face. The
anxiousness that an idea has not been developed enough, or too much, followed
by the compulsion to tweak this or that just a few more times … or a few
hundred more times. Gulp. I know, I know … Years from now, these worries
will probably all appear quite silly in the grand scheme of things. But for the
moment, my stomach has been in knots!

Oh well. Welcome to my thought process. I suppose even the writing of this
book has been an exercise in leaning into God’s amazing grace.

Well, I also wondered, what if it was God bringing those memories and
imagery to mind, to illustrate the message of grace found in the scriptures and
prayers of the second part? Maybe the book needed them. That’s the feedback I
got as I read pieces to others, to “please keep” the stories and other stuff in
there.

I took a deep breath. Truthfully, my story belongs to God anyway. It’s His story.
What good thing do I have that I haven’t freely received? And what else is there
to do, except freely give it away? He is so worthy of that. He has been so
faithful.

It really is my deepest honor to share with you how my life has been trans‐
formed by God and the word of His grace. That’s the very best thing I could
give.

My greatest desire and prayer for this book is for anyone who reads this to
meet God and His grace, however that may look. And if anything in my story
can help one person in theirs, then it’s all worth it to me.

Besides, His grace is suf#cient, and made perfect through human weakness,
right? I know I’ll make my mistakes in the process and improve in the next
work. But that’s just life. There’s no other journey than the one we’re on.

And I suppose, I’m exactly the kind of guy God’s grace shines through. You
know, the human kind. This is precisely where grace happens. God is the
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I NT RO D U C T I O N

perfection. He’s the star of the show. And He is the light I pray you see. And oh,
what a glorious Light …

Still, those anxious thoughts can be persistent little things … They’d come on
strong in the middle of a restless night, and start searching for a way out of
this, inventing clever reasons to shelve the more personal stuff for “some day
in the future” and just go back to the prayers and scriptures where it all
started. After all, this is my !rst book ever, I’d be more prepared later, et cetera
…

Well, God is even more clever … and He gives more grace. And, as it turns out,
my wife Faith is more persistent, and has a strong gift of encouragement. She
asked for only one thing this Christmas: that I publish my book, with all of it
included.

Checkmate. I am actually laughing as I type this. Okay God, You got me. And I
swear, over the last month I’ve had dozens of con!rmations that this is the
way forward. His grace kept !nding me. He’d speak through people, scriptures,
random events … not so random events …

I came to see, yet again, this has always been the story. Moses. Gideon. The
apostles. Hasn’t this same conversation with God happened throughout
history?

“Who, me?” … “Yes, you.”

“But what about my weakness?” … “But what about My grace?”

Well. If all of this was just so God could show me something wonderful about
His grace … It has certainly worked. And, for that alone, it would have been so
worth it. But, I have a feeling He has a whole lot of glorious grace to show other
people through this, too.

And honestly, at this point I’m just so grateful. Thank You, God, for your
faithful and determined love, and for Your amazing and limitless grace upon
grace.

Sometimes, the best way out is through.

Well, Faithie, what can I say? Tis the season!

This one’s for you. Here I go.
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I NT RO D U C T I O N

This book is written in two parts.

The original idea has now become Part Two. This part includes 31 chapters of
curated scriptures, gathered around the theme of grace. Each chapter is
concluded by in-depth prayers crafted from its list of scriptures: !lled with
declarations of who God is, who we are in Christ, and what we have been given
by His grace.

Each scripture is repeated from several different translations, to observe it
from different angles. Keep that in mind when looking at the page count!

Truly, this second part can stand on its own. And you can skip right to it, if
you’d like.

But, as I’ve explained, there is now also a Part One. This part includes a few of
my own personal stories of experiencing God when I needed Him most, with a
focus on meeting God through Scripture.

I have received great grace in times of great need. I pray that in sharing a few of
these moments, they will become meeting places for you and the Father of all
comfort, where He can give you the same in your life.

This !rst part also includes some background and imagery that has really
inspired me, and deeply enriched my prayer life. These ideas are meant to set a
context for our reading, empower us with tools, and invigorate the purpose of
the second part. So we can “jump in” more wholeheartedly into the ocean of
grace.

I’ve called these two parts “Part One: Preparing the Table” (some of the stories,
scriptures, images and ideas that led up to this book) and “Part Two: Enjoying
the Feast” (praying through the glorious word of grace).

God “prepares a feast” for us (Psalm 23:5, NLT) and invites us to “share a meal
together as friends” (Revelation 3:20, NLT). Our Father is the kind who
welcomes His children with open arms, celebrates them, and throws feasts for
them with music and dancing (Luke 15:22-24).

There are many ways we could frame the journey ahead. Something about the
image of the feast just captivates me as I write this. It speaks of God’s abun‐
dance, the generosity and love #owing from the Father’s heart, and the nour‐
ishing life found in His word of grace. It makes me think of the wonderful
fellowship we have with God. It reminds me of family. It reminds me of grace.
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I NT RO D U C T I O N

This book is written with so many sincere prayers behind it, from many
people, that it would be an open door for you to encounter God and His grace,
and come to know them more (2 Peter 3:18, John 17:3). I pray that through it,
God sets the table of grace for you, and with Him, you feast on His glorious
words (Jeremiah 15:16, Psalm 119:103).

Lastly, I don’t know where you’re at as you pick up this book.

Maybe you are simply excited to enrich your communion with God. And I pray
you’ll !nd just that. Abundantly so!

Maybe you have felt despair or devastation, and need hope again. I know that
feeling. I know what it’s like to feel alone and to feel like I no longer found the
life force to get up off the ground.

I also know what it’s like to be held by the grace of God, and hear the truth
whispered in my ear, that I was never alone. To be saved by grace, strength‐
ened by grace, to see God break through and revive me with His grace, and to
be inspired once again by His amazing, unending grace …

Man. The God of grace really has met me time and time again, reaching into
my life through so many creative and wonderful avenues. And often, this came
through the simple, yet powerful tool of praying God’s Word. And that’s what
this book is all about.

I suppose this is also a book about letting go and falling into the arms of grace,
which is an act of faith in itself. And in those loving, capable arms, rests the life
we were truly made for all along.

So, maybe in this spirit of trust, we can fall into His arms together. Let’s draw
courage from the eyes of Jesus, and power from His Word, to reach out and
take hold of all that God has for us.

You know, I’m really getting excited now. I think it’s all going to be worth it.
We were made for this! So what are we waiting for? It’s time to take the leap.

Are you ready? Here we go.

Merry Christmas, Faith!
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PART I

PREPARING THE TABLE

Psalm 23:5

“You prepare a table before me …” (NKJV)
“You prepare a feast for me …” (NLT)

Jeremiah 15:16

“When your words turned up, I feasted on them; and they became my joy, the delight
of my heart, because I belong to you …” (CEB)

1 John 1:1

“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with
our own eyes, which we have gazed upon and touched with our own hands — this is

the Word of life.” (BSB)

My story of how this book came to be.
May the Word meet you here.





1

A  L I G H T  S H I N E S  I N  T H E  D A R K N E S S

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. (Psalm 119:105, ESV)

I am so thankful for the Scripture.

So is my wife, Faith.

If you were to ask her about this, she’d probably crack a smile and tell you
about this collection of laminated papers that I’ve pinned up in the showers of
various houses we’ve lived in through the years. The pages are packed full of
verses on both sides, single space, narrow margins. All on some theme. Faith,
rest, prayers & benedictions, that kind of thing.

Being the one of us with far better style, she might chuckle at how the shower
wall looked a bit cluttered, but might also concede to the payoff of reciting the
verses as we washed off the dust of the day.

She might tell you about the assortment of narrators’ voices we’ve heard
through the years, reading the Word of God on audio, "lling up the different
rooms in our houses … and "lling our cars … and our headphones as we jogged
around the block.

Or she’d possibly tell you about these precious “Scripture Lullabies” we found
one year, and would play and sing for our children. Or maybe about the Bibles,
verse memory cards, and promise books scattered around coffee tables, on
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P R AY I N G  T H E  WO R D  O F  G R AC E

bookshelves, and on our nightstands, right beside where our heads hit the
pillow each night. She might mention a lot of things, if you were to ask her.

I know one thing …

She would tell you about 2017.

July 13, 2017 began the most beautiful and miraculous … and the most terrify‐
ing, darkest season of our lives.

It was the night our #rstborn son, Judah, was born.

Earlier in the afternoon, we had gone to our regular appointment with a peri‐
natal specialist. I learned a lot of words on this journey I didn’t know about
before. That’s the doctor you see when your pregnancy is $agged as “high-
risk”.

Well, Judah got the $ag. Partly because of the three miscarriages my Faith had
before this pregnancy, each one very rare in its diagnosis. Also partly because
of the inconclusive yet concerning “signs” that had been showing up in scans
the more this pregnancy progressed.

We had been praying constantly through a lot of things, as the doctors kept a
close eye. We resolved to encourage ourselves in the Lord, saying that no $ag
or label could truly identify our son, or Faith or me, except for what God said
about us. We still believe that.

That day, the specialist saw something concerning in Judah’s heartbeat:

“I don’t like that at all. We need to get you in. As in, right now.”

We weren’t expecting this. Even though we knew there would be some
element of surprise in any birthing experience, we didn’t think it would be in
this way.

Well, I guess this is it. We’re having a baby.

We packed up quickly, and went to the hospital for Faith to have an emergency
c-section. All the while, continuing to pray. We went into that procedure
holding our breath, with no idea of what to expect. Just trusting God and
holding on tight.

Everything happened very quickly that night. So, hold on tight with us …
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A  LI G HT  S H I N E S  I N  T H E  DA R K N E S S

As I walked in, the room felt loaded with urgency. It was in the voices of all the
team. My wife was strapped down, surrendered in love to a process that no
doubt felt incredibly scary. I sat by her head, and we held each other, praying
and singing worship songs. From that moment forth, the stakes felt constantly
high.

Judah Michael was born on July 13, 2017, at 6:04 PM, weighing 3 lbs. 12 oz.

And his little body was in extremely critical condition.

Our early moments with our newborn son in that room were brief. We caught
glimpses of his face, and then watched him get rushed away in a "ash to the
NICU for urgent care.

Love and fear seemed to both hang thickly in the air, like a buildup of two
intense, opposing forces #ghting for space.

I’ll never forget the fear and love that I felt, and so much else … seeing my son’s
eyes for the #rst time. And I’ll never forget the harrowing look I saw on his
face.

A look of utter survival. A look that cried:

help.

I followed the team into the NICU as fast as I could get there. I got to Judah’s
bedside, and felt the compelling feeling I’d become very acquainted with: of
wanting so badly to do anything to help, yet not knowing exactly what to do.

So I sat down in the corner and prayed fervently under my breath while the
team was at work. This is what I would do. This was my battle station for the
moment.

I sat there in a mix of shell shock and determined love as I watched them set up
my #rstborn son in his #rst crib: a hospital incubator. Tubes and wires were
being attached to him from every direction while they tried to move air
through his lungs with a bag, literally breathing his breaths for him.

My focus was absolutely immersed. All the while, tempestuous waves seemed
to keep crashing in from every direction. I was trying to be fully present, and
still communicate with my wife everything I could while they had her in recov‐
ery. Not to mention a team of family and friends, waiting on the edge of their
seats, praying with us.

5



P R AY I N G  T H E  WO R D  O F  G R AC E

We would come to !nd out later that Judah was born with a disorder that basi‐
cally sent distorted messages to his whole body during its formation. His
heart. His lungs. His liver. His joints. Everything was struggling.

Specialist after specialist visited to tell us more news. They drew diagrams of
all the things going wrong inside our little boy. Critical decisions were being
made. We were told in somber tones what this might mean for the days ahead.
And our heads were spinning.

Somehow, though, God still felt so present in the middle of all this. Somehow,
He brought peace, clarity, and courage to our hearts and minds.

I’m telling you, a level of resolve took over us that could only be explained by
the presence of God, holding us together by the second, sustaining and
empowering us supernaturally. We were absolutely determined to !ght for
Judah, and give every ounce of love we had to that little boy.

And when we felt we had no life left in us, God would show up with more. And
more. And more.

Again. And again … and again.

Oh God … how could I ever describe it …

I would tell you that it was messy at times, but that doesn’t really even come
close to describing the journey. The only words I can !nd at the moment are:

I don’t know where we’d be without the grace of God.

Well, it may seem odd to jump out of the story here, with only a few snapshots
in hand. But friend, Judah’s story is an entire book of its own. Actually, I
imagine his life may well inspire many books. Those will come someday.

For now, I will tell you this … Judah will always be our little hero. He has
touched countless lives, and continues to. We miss him more than words can
say, and we are so, so proud of him …

And God is ever the Champion of this story. I believe Life will get the last word
… I believe that Love ultimately won the !ght for the territory of our hearts,
and our history …

So, how did we get here, in a book about praying the Scripture?

6



A  LI G HT  S H I N E S  I N  T H E  DA R K N E S S

Well, I told you how grateful we are for God’s written Word. To share our
hearts with you on this, means to share our Judah with you.

Because during that time of great darkness, the Word of God became the lamp
to our feet. Like a beacon of hope emerging in the night, it came to our rescue
to light the way.

The same promises of God, which we had recited in the shower, began to come
to our remembrance in the chaos at the NICU. They would rise up within us,
and with them, we began to speak peace to the storms around us, as well as
the storms within us.

They were there at just the right time, right when we needed them most.

We got thrown into an unexpected "ght. And, thank God, He had a storehouse
of weapons, that were not of this world. These weapons were mighty in God,
and had divine power to demolish arguments that would rise up against the
knowledge of God, and bring them under the obedience of Christ (2
Corinthians 10:4-6).

The Word of God is called the “sword of the spirit” (Ephesians 6:17). And as we
held it in our hands, we saw it had real power to "ght against the “raging
thoughts” and “opposing imaginations.” And there were de"nitely plenty of
those.

But our God is greater.

And what a little warrior our Judah was.

And let me tell you, he was surrounded by fellow soldiers.

I don’t know how to explain it. These memories are "lled with such a powerful
sense of connection, purpose, presence … Maybe we could call it grace. Even in
the middle of some otherwise very traumatic and bewildering times, there was
a sense that we were all in this "ght together.

And the Scripture was our grounding rod, and reminded us of this truth.
Through it, God was always sending the message to us: the forces that are for
us are far greater than those that are against us. (2 Kings 6:16-17, Romans 8:31, 1
John 4:4).

I want to let you into our hearts a little. For us, the way we moved through this
trial had everything to do with honoring our Jesus and loving our Judah. We did
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P R AY I N G  T H E  WO R D  O F  G R AC E

this the very best we knew how, surrendering our hearts in response to what
we saw in Scripture.

We could not have walked through this without God, His grace, His Word.

From the moment Judah was born, we wholeheartedly loved, accepted,
embraced and celebrated our little boy. Completely and fully. We received him
as a gift from God. We also hit our knees praying for God to lead us as parents.
We lifted our son up to God, knowing Judah ultimately belonged to Him.

We also believed that Judah was so much more than anything that his body
might go through on this earth. In God’s Word, we saw that true life is ulti‐
mately found in eternity in Christ, and all of our lives on this earth are a brief
moment in comparison to the resurrection life that’s to come. Our awareness
of and gratitude for this hope deepened profoundly during our time with
Judah.

At the same time, a resolve came over us to believe that our God is ever the life-
giver and miracle-worker, and that He can do anything. In fact, we saw how
Jesus had done everything. In God’s Word, we saw our Father’s heart for
complete wholeness and restoration, on earth as it is in Heaven, and saw how
dearly Jesus paid for it all at the Cross. What an immeasurable gift.

We looked at Jesus in awe, and wondered … how could we not honor His sacri‐
#ce with everything we had?

If God and His grace are real, then we knew, this changes everything.

If we were going to surrender to this fully, we knew we had to stay grounded in
His truth. This is why clinging to the Word of God, and praying from it, was so
crucial to us.

And you know, even if we did seem crazy at times, I will say that for the most
part we had incredible support rally around us. This, too, was nothing short of
God’s grace.

We met some remarkable people in that NICU: people who prayed with us and
used their God-given gifts and wisdom to help our son. God poured out His
love through people on a daily basis there, and they were His hands and feet
to us.
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A  LI G HT  S H I N E S  I N  T H E  DA R K N E S S

We also met some awesome people of faith among the families. Our roads
looked slightly different sometimes, but in the end, we were in this together.

And there was this deep, abiding mutual respect and love for one another. In
each others’ eyes, we could see and recognize the look of sincere devotion, of
following after God, clinging to His Word with reverence, and faithfully loving
our precious children.

And we could also see and recognize the pain.

Eternal bonds are formed on the battle!eld.

We would pray for one another, and we would cling to the Word together. We
would share scriptures as they came to our hearts, and leave notes on each
others’ tables. I have such tremendous gratitude and honor for these fellow
soldiers.

God encouraged us through His Word in so many powerful ways. It is amazing
to re"ect on. This is encouragement we needed daily, as we fought alongside
our Judah, and sought to live our lives as a worshipful response to Jesus, the
living Word of God. And God was faithful to provide.

We certainly encountered our share of doubts and questions we didn’t know
how to answer. We had plenty of stumbles and struggles, and we made our
mistakes. But His grace was suf!cient, and He !lled our places of weakness
with His strength.

We also knew there would be moments we’d probably look foolish or naive to
others looking on, and we’d often be swimming against the current of
opposing ideas out in the world.

But what else were we to do? Jesus was worth it all. Judah was worth it all.

So we pressed on.

The Word of God was our lifeline. And as I said, God sent plenty of rein‐
forcements.

Friends and family, and even strangers from around the world, began to pray
and send us scriptures that God would put on their hearts: to build us up and
encourage us in the !ght. These words came to us again and again like a dove
with an olive branch in its mouth, letting us know there was hope of solid
ground ahead.
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P R AY I N G  T H E  WO R D  O F  G R AC E

One of my best friends, Forrest Harmel, sent us this awesome gift in the NICU
that I will never forget. It was a leather sling and leather bag that he put
together for us. Inside the bag were !ve smooth, round stones. On each stone
was written a different word like “FAITH” or “HOPE” … and on the other side
was a scripture that went with the word.

God was sending us clues through Forrest. This was a reference to David’s !ve
smooth stones that he took into battle against Goliath, and used to defeat him
by the power of the Spirit.

I got the message. Our “smooth stones” were the Word of God.

And by all appearances, this giant seemed much bigger than us. But just like
David, God was with us. We were not going in unarmed. And we were not
outnumbered.

God had also equipped us with all those audio Bibles and preachers I told you
about. We had them ready. Sometimes we played them quietly on repeat with
a little audio player, right near Judah’s isolette. I think we might have scared a
couple of nurses, who wondered why they were hearing whispering voices at
night when they walked toward his bedside.

We all had a good laugh about it later.

We posted scriptures all over our little corner of the NICU. We had cards with
scriptural promises written on them, and we’d speak them, sing them, pray
them … over and over and over.

Our four parents would take shifts around the clock with us. And sometimes
we would take turns pacing around the isolette with those cards, speaking out
the promises God had given about healing, wholeness, peace, life, and so much
else. We’d thank God for what He said in Scripture.

We would pray the Word.

Through this, grace entered. Amidst very real feelings of desperation and hard‐
ship, we still saw so much of God’s grace during that time. It was like watching
radiant beams of light break through the dark storm clouds. His grace shifted
the atmosphere.
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I truly believe that His Word and His grace !lled our eyes with hope that
carried us through, and also, breathed miraculous life into this story again and
again.

At the start of Judah’s life, we were told that we could probably only expect
him to live one week.

We were given 20 miraculous months. And we do truly consider this miracu‐
lous. We are so grateful for every day.

And one day, I believe we will see Judah again, and the completion of God’s
promise.

During his incredible life here on earth, Judah bravely overcame obstacles over
and over. He would characteristically surprise his NICU team, who surrounded
him with their expert care and support.

After 4 months there, we got to leave the hospital, and bring him home.

It was on Thanksgiving day, no less. Also on our 4th wedding anniversary.

It was so indescribably special. The perfect anniversary gift. And we were very,
very thankful.

On our way out, members of the team came to us in tears, telling us things like,
“You don’t know what Judah’s done for my faith.” Oh, how powerfully God
worked through this little boy, without him ever speaking a single word.

We have so many precious memories with Judah. Pages and pages full, all
demonstrating the faithfulness of God.

I have to share just one more with you.

I remember one time, on another long day within the walls of the NICU, my
wife whispered to our son, “God’s gonna get you out of here, baby boy. And
when He does, we’re gonna take you to see the mountains in Colorado.”

This was an act of faith. With all the constant reminders of his fragile state, it
took faith to believe we’d even get the opportunity to show him the sunlight,
let alone take him on a 13-hour road trip.

But by the grace of God, we got to ful!ll a mother’s promise.

11



P R AY I N G  T H E  WO R D  O F  G R AC E

And I’ll never forget the tears of joy that !lled our eyes, when we walked out
those double doors at the hospital entrance, and sunlight touched our Judah’s
face for the !rst time …

Or the tears that "owed when his little !ngers touched grass for the !rst time,
in a lush green meadow at Glen Eyrie Castle in Colorado Springs.

My goodness. The stories go on and on … But what I want to emphasize is this:

God is faithful. And our entire journey with Judah is !lled with moments of
Him lighting our path, especially with His Word.

On those long, dark nights – and they were all long, dark nights – His Word was
the lamp that showed us where to take the next step, and His grace gave us the
strength to do it. Sometimes the next step was all we could see in front of us …
but He was always faithful, and He always lit the way …

Even in the moments we thought there was no way forward. There always
was. God always made a way.

On March 29, 2019, our Judah passed away.

Judah had been embraced into eternity, into the arms of our Father in Heaven.
We deeply believed he was at peace.

Still. The experience shook us in a way I don’t yet know how to put into words.

The same God who held our Judah was holding us, as we faced the next level of
shell shock and next layer of darkness.

Grief.

We wondered how we were going to do it. But Jesus met us here.

Time and time again, in so many ways, God showed He was present with us.
He reached in with His amazing grace, and supernaturally carried us.

And the Word of God continued to light up our path.

Remember earlier, when I mentioned my buddy, Forrest?

When he heard the news of Judah’s passing, we got on the phone and he
listened to my broken father’s heart. Suddenly faced with letting go, yet still
wanting so much to give everything we could to our boy. We were still !lled
with that determined love.
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Well, Forrest is also a master woodworker. He heard my heart, and in his
faithful love, he stayed up all night to craft a little casket for my son’s body.

It was perfect. A vessel !t for a prince. Forrest used rich wood he had saved
from the prayer-!lled pews of an old church. It was sturdy, and !nished with
the !nest detail.

We placed our Judah in this beautiful casket, which was then placed in a vault.
It was all too sacred not to guard.

On the top of the casket, Forrest inscribed his name:

“Judah Michael Priour”

… and right underneath: “Our Little Hero” …

On the sides, he inscribed two scriptures that marked Judah’s life.

Yes, Judah’s spirit is in Heaven, and I do believe that’s what really matters. And
yet, this was holy. Judah was God’s gift, and there was something so powerful
about our son’s earthly body being surrounded by Scripture. It was an act of
worship, and knowing it brings a certain peace.

God did something else in this act, too. It’s as if the words inscribed on Judah’s
casket were also inscribed on our hearts. These scriptures would become light
and life, and mark us in the days to come.

The two scriptures inscribed on either side of my son’s casket are Jeremiah
29:11 and 2 Timothy 4:7 (BSB). We chose them very intentionally:

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans to prosper you
and not to harm you, to give you a future and a hope.

I have fought the good !ght, I have !nished the race, I have kept the faith.

This is the Word of the Lord. This is what we still believe.

Nothing that happens in this life can ever take away from what is eternally
true.

The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. (John
1:5, BSB)
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My !esh and my heart fail; But God is the strength of my heart and my portion
forever. (Psalm 73:26, NKJV)

Still. The day we had to bury our son in the ground is one I’ll never forget.

We carried on. Again, by the grace of God.

Though, I’ll be honest, some days felt very bleak.

I had been a preacher for nine years, and had seen God’s faithfulness through
my life. He’d walked me through plenty of messes, and I could remember how I
used to have this #re for life.

But the passion to do much of anything was fading.

It all seemed like such a struggle to me. In our #ght to have a family, with
Judah, and the miscarriages. In our marriage. In our life purpose. Some days, it
seemed as though my whole life had been a struggle. And I wondered why.

On those days, I saw everything through the dark and dull lens of my pain,
anger, and fear. These clouded my interpretation of reality, life, people …
myself … God …

On those days, any vibrance in life seemed to drain away, to a dim black and
white.
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Inside of me, there was an inner battle. I didn’t want to be this way. Theologi‐
cally, I didn’t blame God for any destruction that happened in Judah’s life, and
I genuinely believed in the profound hope "owing forth from the resurrected
Christ. And I still believed that somehow, somewhere inside me, my spirit was
alive and willing in Christ …

But my heart felt very, very tired.

God continued to faithfully lift our heads, and over time, we started to stand to
our feet again. The sun did rise, our smiles did return, and we did see the color
come back into the picture.

God put powerful resources in our path that gave us new life, time and time
again. Even though there have been many hard days, God has never stopped
showing up with His resurrection life.

And again, the Word of God came to light the way.

One moment in particular comes to mind.

In those times, I remember the constant reverb of pain that pulsed in the air. I
wanted to just get past it, but it seemed like it was everywhere. Some days, the
sun seemed somehow too bright, and the winds felt too harsh against my face
to even step outside. Sometimes, I would feel so little energy, it felt like all I
could do was move just one $nger.

Well, God met me right there, right where I was at. I happened to remember
this phone app that a friend had recommended some time ago. At the simple
click of a button, it would read scriptures aloud in a soothing voice, with the
sound of the ocean underneath it.

One day, I remember sitting in my parked car in the heat of the afternoon,
across from my son’s private grave site at the top of a hill. I was listening to the
Scripture $ll the car, as I stared blankly into space. I wish I could tell you differ‐
ently, but candidly: I felt dead inside that day.

Suddenly, my heart was gripped and my attention seized … as the calming
voice of the narrator brought these words from the prophet Elijah gently to my
ears:

… he went on a day’s journey into the wilderness. He sat down under a broom
tree and prayed that he might die. He said, “I have had enough! Lord, take my
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life, for I’m no better than my fathers.” Then he lay down and slept under the
broom tree … (1 Kings 19:4-5, HCSB)

Right at that moment, I looked up and saw an oak tree in front of me. This tree
was very special. It provided dappled shade over my son’s grave and the sitting
area next to it. And today was one of those brutal Texas days, when the heat
was beating down relentlessly, and the sun seemed just a bit too bright …

I suddenly imagined the tree that Elijah found in the wilderness, and saw him
collapsing under it after a long day of running away from life. And I heard his
words of utter defeat.

I mean, I really heard them.

I connected with Elijah. Those words resonated so deeply in my heart, and my
eyes began to !ll with tears, which strangely offered a moment of deep relief
from the numbness I was used to living in.

“I’ve had enough,” I thought out loud, in a whisper. “I don’t want to go on.”

I took a deep breath, and could feel my breath shake under the crushing
weight that sat on my chest. The narrator continued to tell the story.

While Elijah was sleeping, an angel came to him and touched him.

… The angel told him, “Get up and eat.” Then he looked, and there at his head
was a loaf of bread baked over hot stones, and a jug of water. So he ate and
drank and lay down again. (1 Kings 19:5-6, HCSB)

God had come to replenish Elijah in the middle of his sleep. And after a while
of more sleeping, the angel came back a second time to bring him more suste‐
nance, and said:

“Arise and eat, because the journey is too great for you.” (1 Kings 19:7, HCSB)

And there I was, lying in my car, feeling like I was sleepwalking through life,
and wanting to run away from it all.

The journey was too great for me. I couldn’t do it alone.

And I wasn’t alone. I never had been, no matter how much I might have felt it.
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And God, in His grace, continued to send me the food and water I needed for
my soul to be revived.

That afternoon,  I  think I  might have actually fallen asleep right there in
the car  a  few times,  drifting in and out of  consciousness.  Each time I
woke,  I’d hit  the button on my phone again,  and God would give me more
life  from the water of  His  Spirit,  and feed me the sweet bread of  His
Word.

This particular phone app had scriptures grouped together by theme, and so
this story was grouped with other verses. I had clicked the buttons for “weary”
and “beaten” – which were !lled with scriptures to listen to when you felt
these ways … and I certainly did.

One of the narrated verses was very familiar to me, but that day, these words of
Jesus hit me in a way I’d never felt before:

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in
heart, and you will !nd rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden
is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30, NIV)

Suddenly, it felt as though the voice was now narrating what was happening
to me in this moment. And I began to speak out what I was hearing.

I prayed the Word.

“Jesus, I’m weary. I’m coming to You, asking for Your rest for my soul …”

A simple act of trust, moved by His amazing grace. One that opened the door
for grace to "ow in.

Oh, thank You, precious Jesus.

Verse by verse, wave after wave, the Word continued to wash over me, like the
ocean that undergirded the narrator’s voice.

It was as if His grace was slowly !lling the car. The weight began to lift off my
chest. I began to sense the presence of God with me.

And I began to feel hope again.
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Maybe in the moment, it might have seemed small in comparison to everything
else I was feeling. Well actually, in the moment, there was a greatness about it.
It felt eternal.

I suppose what I mean is: I knew there was still life to face outside my car. And
this hope might have appeared to me like a cloud the size of a man’s !st in a
vast open sky, in the middle of the desert, in the middle of a drought …

But there was rain in that cloud.

God came through. When the journey was too great for me, he provided me
with food and water for my soul. He gave me life and vision again. Bite by bite.
Drink by drink. Step by step.

There was still a journey ahead, rife with challenges. And I still had a lot of
pain to face. I still had lies to release, and truth to embrace. I still do.

But I remember this day as a turning point, when the Word of the Lord came to
me, like rain in a drought. Like a cloud to cover by day, and a light to shine at
night.

Like bread and water in the desert.

In the Bible account that I mentioned, Elijah rose up again, and he was able to
travel 40 days and 40 nights on the strength of the food that God provided him
from Heaven.

So too, the water of His Spirit and bread of His Word !lled me with supernat‐
ural strength I cannot explain.

In his journey, Elijah would go on to encounter God, who spoke truth and
clarity into Elijah’s heart, in a “still, small voice” (1 Kings 19:12).

So too, God spoke to me in the stillness, in the quiet of my heart.

In returning and rest was my salvation. In quietness and trust was my
strength. (Isaiah 30:15).

Faith came to me by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God. (Romans 10:17).

And when His words came to me, I ate them, and they were my joy and my
heart’s delight. (Jeremiah 15:16).

From His fullness I received what I needed. Grace upon Grace. (John 1:16).
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He satis!ed my longing soul, and !lled my hungry soul with goodness. (Psalm
107:9).

And Jesus kept His promise. I came to Him weary and burdened. And He gave me
rest for my soul. (Matthew 11:28-30).

As I come to Him more, I become more convinced of His words. He is truly
gentle and humble in heart. I continue to learn from Him, how to take up His
easy yoke, and light burden. And as I do, I continue to !nd the rest that my soul
has needed all along.

And I continue to encounter more deeply what I did that day, when God met
me by my son’s grave: that which has always been true:

Our God is so, so good. Thank You, precious Jesus.

I would have lost heart, unless I had believed that I would see the goodness of
the LORD In the land of the living. (Psalm 27:13, NKJV)

Taste and see that the Lord is good. Oh, the joys of those who take refuge in
him! (Psalm 34:8, NLT)

Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His loving devotion endures forever. (1
Chronicles 16:34, BSB)

And the LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD God,
merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth.”
(Exodus 34:6, NKJV)

The LORD is good to everyone. He showers compassion on all his creation.
(Psalm 145:9, NLT)

Oh, that men would give thanks to the Lord for His goodness, and for His
wonderful works to the children of men! For He satis!es the longing soul, and
!lls the hungry soul with goodness. (Psalm 107:8-9, NKJV)

Surely your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will
dwell in the house of the LORD forever. (Psalm 23:6, NIV)
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Return to your rest, my soul, for the LORD has been good to you. (Psalm
116:7, NIV)

My wife and I have loved to lead worship together. One of our all-time favorite
songs is “Goodness of God” by Jenn Johnson1. It’s a beautiful song, marveling
at God’s unfailing love, goodness, and faithfulness which has been present
through all our lives. My wife thinks of it as her own life anthem.

It was released the same year Judah passed away. I remember showing it to
Faith for the !rst time, and her description of hearing it. She was struck by the
truth in the words … yet she felt this sharp sting in her heart as she heard
them, because of all that we had faced.

We have resolved that the truth about God must be de!ned by Jesus, who is
the only visible image of the invisible God. Jesus is the Rock: sturdy and consis‐
tent. We must trust how God reveals Himself, over and above any of our own
feelings or experiences, which are tumultuous and unsteady.

I absolutely believe God cares for our hearts more than we could imagine. At
the same time, if our hearts tell us a contrary story to God’s reality revealed in
Christ and Scripture: God is greater than our hearts.
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And our hurting hearts have encountered God’s light through this song many
times: in all His pure truth and goodness, over!owing grace, and perfect love.

There’s something about music that can stir the waters of the heart in a way
nothing else can. This worship song was "lled with Scriptural truths and
phrases, and the beauty of the music resonated with the truth in our spirits.

The truth that God has been faithful and good for our entire lives. The truth
revealed in Scripture:

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good!

His faithful love endures forever. (Psalm 136:1, NLT)

… For His faithfulness is everlasting. (Psalm 136:1, NASB)

This music also made its way past our walls, striking the chords of pain points
buried deep within our hurting hearts, and revealing the dissonance between
what we felt and what is true.

We’ve learned to lean into these moments, lay our feelings before God openly
and honestly. God can handle it, and I believe He even wants it. All of it.

I see David doing this in the Psalms, along with many other "gures in the
Bible. I see them openly processing their hurt, disillusionment, weariness, fear,
and so on.

And at the end of his Psalms, after all the processing, David still reaches
beyond the feelings to declare what is true of God. In all of this, David was
called “a man after God’s own heart.”

Well, when Faith heard this song, it called her name. She immediately felt
called to learn it. Not long after, she wanted to lead it in a worship set at
church. Yet her heart wrestled through it with God, just like David. She said
openly at one point, “I don’t feel like singing this song,” because her soul had
also become very tired, and very weighed down with the hurt of loss.

I’ll never forget watching her rise up and sing it anyway. It was absolutely
anointed. I’ve heard her sing that song over and over at different places
throughout these last years. I have seen both her and the crowds weeping, as
she declared before people needing hope: that no matter what we have felt or
gone through, God’s truth and faithfulness have always remained the same.
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She is a woman after God’s own heart.

God is greater than our feelings or our interpretation of reality. And He is
always and forever good.

The chorus ends with the all-in surrendered declaration, that we will declare
the goodness of God with every breath we have to give …

This is our story, this is our song.

Yes, and it is absolutely true. He has been faithful for all our lives. He has
always been good to us. And it is well with our souls.

And this song, !lled with Scriptural truth, came to light our path and revive
our hearts, when we needed it most. And every time we sang it, we were
praying and communing with His truth, becoming more grounded in it.

It compelled us to go to the bookshelves, reach for our Bibles, and pray the
Word again.

We prayed the Scripture, inscribed on the sides of Judah’s casket, and on our
hearts … thanking God for His good plans to give us a future and a hope. We
prayed for strength to !ght the good !ght, and !nish our race. We resolved to
keep the faith.

And next to Jesus, Judah was our inspiration. Our little hero.

In light of God’s grace, and all He has done, what else were we to do?

Jesus was worth it all. Judah was worth it all.

So we pressed on.

We continued, and trusted God. We believed God’s good plans for our family
were not over. Despite all that had happened, we continued to believe and
receive the Word of God, and it worked powerfully in us.

I saw my wife truly live out the meaning of her name. She did not give up. She
kept the faith. And there would de!nitely be challenges ahead, that knocked us
back and shook us. But we got back up, dusted off, and held onto God and the
word of His amazing grace.

And what can I say, except: God is faithful. God is good.
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We have a second son now, named Miles. He’s 2 years old as I write this. The
worship song was playing in the delivery room the moment he was born.

He has a little sister due in a few months. Right now, we’re thinking of naming
her Mercy.

It’s by God’s unfailing Mercy that we’ve come this far. And it has been a
journey of many Miles, one that God has faithfully walked with us the
whole way.

And both of our children are perfectly healthy, by God’s amazing grace.

Miles is the absolute joy of our lives. He loves to look at pictures of his “Bubba
Judah” and hear his stories.

As I type this, he is actually out in the living room with his mama, laughing
and squealing and running laps around the kitchen, "ailing his arms and
“doing exercise” while listening to his favorite worship songs.

He really likes #re trucks, helicopters, cars and choo choo trains. And also
Christmas trees. He doesn’t like dirt under his nails and doesn’t like having to
wait for hot pizza to cool down. He enjoys feeding ducks by the river, putting
together puzzles, and making snowmen out of play dough.

He loves his family. He loves wrestling with Daddy and laying his head on
Daddy’s shoulder. He loves being held in Mommy’s arms. He loves it when we
sing him songs.

And he loves songs about Jesus.

We have made a lot of wonderful memories together, and have gone through a
lot of true, deep healing. We are excited about the destiny God has for our chil‐
dren’s lives. And we watch in awe at how our Judah’s legacy still carries forth,
even past his earthly life.

I love you, little buddy. God, I’m so proud of you. See? You inspired Daddy to
write a book. Maybe Jesus will tell you all about it.

It is absolutely miraculous how far God has taken us. For a moment there, we
weren’t sure we were ever going to get back up.

We might have lost heart, had we not believed we would see the goodness of
God in the land of the living.
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And the whole time, God has lovingly reminded us of who He is through His
Word. His promises. His goodness. His grace.

In so many creative, powerful ways.

I’ll say it again. I don’t know where we would be without the grace of God. And I
don’t know where we would be without His Word.

Which brings me to today.

Why did I write this book?

I wrote the book that I would have wanted on this journey. The book I would
have wanted on my nightstand. And actually, the one I want on my nightstand
now.

I have needed a lot of reminding of who God is, and all He has done by His
grace. Not just in the wake of our son’s passing. I have needed His breath of
life, and His amazing grace, every day I’ve spent on this earth.

And what’s more, it has always been there for me, in over!owing abundance.
Though I often did not know this, it’s always been true.

Sometimes I have wanted to have a book by my side, packed with scriptures
and prayers, that dove into a theme in depth. Like I would do with my lami‐
nated pages in the shower. Like those precious scriptures that came to me that
afternoon by my son’s grave. Like a worship song, written on a beautiful aspect
of God’s nature.

So I did it. I dove in myself, and I wrote the book. I may be new to this, but this
work comes from many years of digging for God’s precious truth. And I am
putting it out there so that maybe it could bless someone else, too.

You never know when God’s lamp will arise at just the right time, to shine a
light in the darkness.

Here’s another reason why I want this book on my nightstand.

The Scripture says this about itself:
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All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting
and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly
equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-17, NIV)

The Scripture is breathed out by the very breath of God. Do you remember
what the breath of God did with dust in Genesis?

Then the LORD God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. (Genesis
2:7, NIV)

God’s Word breathes life into the dust. It resurrects, renews, and restores. It
lights our path in the darkness. It revives and refreshes the soul, and it is
health to our bones.

It washes and cleanses us (Ephesians 5:26, John 15:3). It is alive and powerful
(Hebrews 4:12), and it always produces fruit (Isaiah 55:11).

There is so much power available in the Scripture, that is ours to take hold of.
It’s already been given.

But we must take hold. That’s our part.

I will admit to you. My faith has many times felt tired. Even to the point where
it felt like the !ame had burned out entirely.

But God gives more grace. He provides more oil for the lamp to burn. He just
keeps bringing life. It’s who He is. It’s what He does.

And miraculously, the !ame is still here.

Now, fanning the !ame has taken some action on my part. Make no mistake: it
was His strength, His power, His grace at work within me. But faith is
animated by action.

It took me bringing all of my honest, ugly, raw feelings before the throne of
grace and letting Him into those places. I wept plenty, and even screamed at
times, until I was lying on the !oor with nothing left. I poured out everything
to Him, even processing the moments when it felt like I had taken a leap and it
felt like no one caught me. I cried out in the unknowing, and spent myself at His
throne.
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And the amazing thing is, as I poured out my heart and trusted Him with all of
it … guess whose arms I always found myself falling into? Guess who was there
to lift my head? He always caught me. I was never turned away, not once. I was
always embraced by a loving Father. And I always received the amazing grace I
needed, even if it took time to work out or realize.

This faith journey meant me wrestling with these words in Scripture when I
felt internal dissonance; crying out, just like the father who brought his
hurting son to Jesus: “I do believe, but help me overcome my unbelief!” (Mark
9:24, NLT)

It also took me looking beyond whatever I felt and returning to the truth: God
has been good to me. Goodness is simply who He is. I was never alone, or
abandoned. He had always been there for me, and He had always caught me.
Even in times that I wasn’t able to see it, when fear shrouded my vision, He
never left my side (Deuteronomy 31:8).

All my life, He has been faithful, and so, so good.

It took me trusting the Father’s heart, and responding to His invitation. It took
coming to the river of life and drinking freely from it, feeding on the daily
bread He gives, and resting my soul in Him.

It took trusting that Jesus really is who He says He is.

Somewhere deep down I’ve known … that no feeling, or lack of faith in me, or
anyone, would ever be able nullify the faithfulness of God (Romans 3:3-4, 2
Timothy 2:13). He is still the truth. Let God be true, and everything else be a lie.
His words are pure and tested. He cannot deny Himself.

And He can breathe life on anything. He is still, and forever, the one who gives
life (John 10:10).

And God has revived me. I still believe. And my goodness … even this is a work of
His grace, and because of His faithfulness. I truly have nothing to boast about
in myself.

I am thankful for life experiences, and in a way, they do shape us. I am grateful
for all that has led me to this point.
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And yet, my prayer has been that I would not adjust my belief system to !t my
experience, story, or feelings. But rather, to be adjusted by God and His consis‐
tent truth.

Here’s a simple illustration that might help.

For about half of the time I live, I don’t see the sun. The reason is simple. This is
because it’s night time, and it’s on the other side of the earth. I don’t conclude
that the sun must be shutting off, simply because I don’t see it for that time.

In fact, I’ve got a few friends on the other side of the world who can con!rm
with a simple phone call that the sun is still on. They can feel its warmth in
times I can’t.

No, the sun never changes: only my experience of it does. The sun is still
shining constantly and faithfully. I’m the one on a rotating and shifting earth.
And I can close my eyes, or hide under a blanket, or live in a cave under the
earth and never experience its warmth. But the sun still goes on shining, and the
truth remains the same, no matter what my subjective experience is.

I am here to step into the sun, and submit myself to be transformed by God and
His Word, and become deeply rooted in His truth. Even greater than the sun,
God is everywhere all the time. The light of His truth is constant, and it is so, so
good. And when we know the truth for ourselves, it sets us free (John 8:32).

This is another reason I wrote this book: to become more grounded in the
grace and truth of Jesus Christ, and God’s reality, which may be greater and
more real than the one we see with our eyes.

I remember as a kid, being taught how to walk on a balance beam. I was told to
!nd a stable point to focus on in front of me, to keep from falling off. Focusing
on the unstable world around us can make us stumble, and make us forget …
just how glorious and steadfast God and His reality are.

The apostles encountered the Living Word, Jesus Christ Himself. And they saw
something that gave them tremendous stability and peace, even in the face of
death. They said:

The sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed in us. (Romans 8:18, KJV)
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This means there is glory to behold, friend, and it far surpasses any pain we
will ever experience in this world. Jesus said to us:

These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world
you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.
(John 16:33, NKJV)

This present world comes with troubles. That’s just part of the package. I hope
you can see by now I’m not trying to gloss over that.

But if the Word He speaks is true – and I believe it is – then we can truly, actu‐
ally take heart in Him. We can be of good cheer, for He has overcome the world.
This brings tremendous peace.

And once more, I am not denying the hurt or trouble. I’m learning to be very
honest with God about that.

But I am also not denying the unexplainable, miraculous joy found in Christ.
Or the rest that we #nd for our souls when we come to Him with our burdens.
And the peace of God that transcends all understanding.

This is the peace that comes to us when we bring everything to His throne of
grace without reservation; and saturate ourselves in what is true, receive His
grace by faith, and live our lives from everything God has given and said
(Philippians 4:6-9).

And all of this is found in Christ, who is full of grace and truth.

Up until this point, I have used “Scripture” and “God’s Word” interchangeably,
and for the sake of this book, will probably continue to at times.

However, I do ultimately believe that Jesus Himself is the true and living
“Word of God” (John 1:1). I don’t want to miss that. It is in praying through the
God-breathed Scripture, that I have encountered the Living Word, who is God.
It was then that my heart was transformed, my path was lit, I received life, and
the purpose of this exercise was ful#lled.

In the end, I believe He is the very reason for life itself. He is life itself! He is the
truth. He is the way. (John 14:6).

I have found the words of St. Augustine to be true:
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You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it rests
in you.

— St Augustine of Hippo2

In all the restless questioning of my heart, God Himself has been the answer I
have been looking for all along. My heart "nds its rest in Him.

In the trials I have experienced … He is still the answer.

We live in a world where there is brokenness, and honestly there could be a
million reasons why any one tragic thing happens. Most likely, it’s a whole mix
of things accumulated that lead up to any event in this world.

This isn’t a philosophy or theology book, per se. I humbly admit that I stand
among giants in the faith who have spent their lives writing such great works
in those categories. This book is not about throwing my hat in that ring.

All I am saying is, I have personally concluded that I don’t need to know all the
reasons why something happened, and I’m not sure I ever could without being
Almighty God. God will show me what He wants to show me, and lead me
down the paths He wants me to take.

God is faithful. And honestly, He has revealed to us some awesome, life-giving
wisdom to help us learn and draw life from these experiences, and go on to
help others. I won’t deny that, and I am very grateful for all of it.

But as for my core beliefs, where my heart rests, where my identity and way of
being come from … I simply cannot build my house on the shifting sands of
circumstance or human wisdom. I choose to build on the Rock of Christ.

So, “return to your rest, my soul, for the Lord has been good to you.” I return to
the goodness of God. I listen again to what He has said, abiding and continuing
in His Word.

I will also say, that I am aware of my humanness, and the limits of my experi‐
ence and understanding. I know I will see things imperfectly in this life (1
Corinthians 13:12).

Remember Glen Eyrie Castle, where we took Judah to in Colorado? That was
actually our third time to go, and we’ve gone a couple times since. We just love
it. I remember when my wife "rst found the place online, for our "rst anniver‐
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sary trip. The pictures were absolutely stunning. But no picture could ever
replicate the full glorious experience of actually being there. I remember us
actually crying tears of joy when we !rst drove through the gates.

In a similar way, I have pictures of God’s glory, through Scripture and personal
experiences with God and His grace. And they are nothing short of breathtak‐
ing. But there will be things I miss, and nothing will compare with the full
unveiling we will someday see.

What I do, is I !x my eyes on Jesus, cling to His Word, and run my race with all
I’ve got (Hebrews 12:2, Philippians 3:12-16). I pray for God to lead me in His
truth (Psalms 25:5), and the trust Holy Spirit to faithfully do just that (John
16:13), as I continue to work out my own salvation (Philippians 2:12).

I have a new friend, Dan. We were just having coffee, and he described to me
his theology as sometimes being like a messy desk of papers. Sometimes, he’ll
add another note here, or scrap that one there, and rearrange the order of the
notes. I so relate to this.

There are no doubt some key core beliefs in our faith, agreed upon in creeds
through the centuries. Those pages get stapled to the desk. But we are grow‐
ing, learning human beings. My beliefs are living and breathing, and I’m still
working things out with God. I’m not at the same place I was years ago. God is
absolutely consistent. But I have grown, and will continue to.

Knowing I see in part, feeling like I’m shuf#ing through papers and pictures on
my messy desk to try to !gure out which ones to put in here, and aware I won’t
be able to really capture all the layers …

With all that said, in the spirit of opening my journey to you, I want to share a
few glimpses into what I’ve come to see. Honestly, as I share this, I marvel. The
fact that I still believe this way, let alone write a book to tell about it, is
evidence to me of the power of His Word and grace at work in my life.

This faith is the substance of things hoped for. The evidence of things not seen.
(Hebrews 11:1).

I still believe the day is coming when:
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… God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death,
nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have
passed away. (Revelation 21:4, NKJV)

I have this hope as an anchor for my soul.

In that glorious day, who knows the magnitude of the wonderful things we
will see? As it is written:

For now we see only a re!ection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face.
Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. (1
Corinthians 13:12, NIV)

Oh the glory, of seeing Jesus face to face, in perfect clarity … of knowing Him
fully, even as I am fully known … I can only imagine. Perhaps we’ll cry tears of
joy as we drive through the gates …

And perhaps on that day, the questions I had in this life won’t even matter
anymore. Perhaps they will fade away in the glorious light of the Son.

Until then, Jesus Himself is still the Resurrection and the Life (John 11:25). He is
raised from the dead and seated on a Heavenly throne forever … and on our
behalf, having united us with Him. That picture alone is breathtaking …

I’ll go on by saying what I said before: I believe our true life is found in the
priceless gift of eternity in Christ, beyond this momentary breath of time we
have in earthen vessels right now.

I will also reiterate that during our time with Judah, our awareness and grati‐
tude for this greater reality deepened in a way I cannot describe. I believe that
Judah is whole. What incredible hope and peace accompany this belief. I
believe that, in a way, Judah is more alive now than he was on earth. And, he is
more at home.

It truly is well with my soul.

And there is yet more to come: In the twinkling of an eye, when the dead in
Christ are raised in the Resurrection, clothed with immortality, and Life is fully
realized (1 Corinthians 15). “O death, where is your sting?”
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At this moment, Jesus is eternally seated in majesty, as King over all. From His
perspective, life and death no doubt look very different than how we tend to
see them. Those who caught His vision, called the sufferings of the present life
a “light, momentary af!iction,” and “not worthy to be compared with the
glory that is about to be revealed to us and in us” (2 Corinthians 4:17, Romans
8:18).

And at the same time, I still believe that the God I worship is a God of miracles,
who works just as powerfully today as He did in the days that Jesus walked the
earth (Psalm 77:14, John 14:12). And this is to the glory of God. I don’t believe
He has withheld any gift (Romans 11:29), and I believe that everything for heal‐
ing, wholeness, life and godliness, was provided in Christ, through His accom‐
plished, atoning work. (Isaiah 53:4-5, 1 Peter 2:24, John 19:30).

And also, I still believe in a God who masterfully brings the most incredible
good out of the most tragic situations (Genesis 50:20, Romans 8:28) … A God
who gives beauty for ashes, joy for mourning, and praise for despair (Isaiah
61:3) … A God who takes the #lth and the mud, and uses the very same for rich
soil, in which He plants the most beautiful gardens.

This too is nothing short of miraculous. He is a redeeming genius, and wastes
nothing. I stand amazed at how He still uses all of Judah’s story to bring
incredible glory and hope.

In God’s magni#cent beauty, this is all somehow concurrently true.

And while God does make beautiful things out of the dust, in a way that only
God can … I still do not draw the conclusion that He was the source of calamity.
The glory I see when I look at Jesus simply does not allow me to, even in the
face of questions I still don’t have answers to. Jesus is Life. I can’t un-see it. I
cannot tell you how much this revelation has formed me …

Here is a brief glimpse into some of what I see when I behold the Son of God.

I see that Jesus is the one and only de!nitive revelation of God, the “visible
image of the invisible”, the “exact representation of God’s being”, the Only Son
and the only one who reveals the Father to us. When we see Him, we see the
Father. (John 1:1, Colossians 1:15, Hebrews 1:3, John 1:14;18, John 14:7-9,
Matthew 11:27).
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It’s the thief who comes only to steal, kill, and destroy; Jesus came to give us
abundant life, to the very fullest. Jesus is the life-giver, who came to save lives
and not destroy them, bringing the very life of Heaven to earth. He illuminated
the way to life and immortality through the gospel, destroying the power of
death. (John 10:10, John 3:16-17, Luke 9:56, John 6:33, Matthew 6:10, 2 Timothy
1:9-10).

Jesus is also the Triumphant One over all the opposing forces of darkness,
including the “enemy” of death itself. (1 John 3:8, Acts 10:38, John 12:31, John
14:30, John 1:5, Colossians 2:15, Hebrews 2:14-15, 1 Corinthians 15:26, 2 Timothy
1:10).

While we do live in a world where there is still pain, Jesus has already over‐
come the world. There is a greater reality than what our natural eyes can see,
and by faith in Christ, we are interwoven with Him and His reality. From Heav‐
en’s vantage point, the victory is already ours in Christ (1 Corinthians 15:57, 2
Corinthians 2:14, 1 John 5:4, Romans 8:31, Hebrews 2:8-9, 1 Peter 2:24, Colos‐
sians 3:1-4, Ephesians 2:5-6, John 16:63, Revelation 1:18).

The people who saw Jesus for themselves told us, “Now this is the message we
have heard from Him and declare to you: God is light, and there is absolutely
no darkness in Him.” (1 John 1:5, HCSB).

In short, while I certainly don’t have all the answers, when I look at the
brokenness of this world: it is not God’s "ngerprints that I "nd on the smoking
gun at the scene of the crime.

You know where I do see His "ngerprints?

On the torturous crossbeam that Jesus held onto tightly, as He carried my cross
through the streets and up to Calvary. I see them on the nails he gripped while
hanging there to die my death for me. I see His "ngerprints all over the places
where Christ stood in my place, and where he took me by the hand to lead me
into the eternal glory of new life in Him.

I "nd the "ngerprints everywhere that my Father, in His relentless love,
searched for me in the night of my own darkness. Or I "nd them wrapped
around me, in the places my Father held me in His loving embrace, and on His
best robes He threw around me to clothe me, after I came home exhausted
from a long journey of running away (Luke 15:20).
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I see the hand of God where the Holy Spirit worked His wonders and miracles,
and cast out the darkness with His invincible light. Surely this was the “!nger
of God” (Luke 11:20).

I see God in the hands of the nurses and doctors who cared for our son, and the
friends and family who reached out with compassion and grace to lift us when
we were down.

Everywhere I !nd pure light, life and love: those are the places I !nd God in the
story.

And all of this is only scratching the surface of how God’s plan is intricately
good, how life gets the last word in Christ, and how His goodness and grace
permeate our world in which we live. It is right at our !ngertips to grasp by
faith in Christ, just beyond the veil of what our natural eyes can see.

I could go on, but I guess this subject is far too complex to peel open here. Nor
is it really the purpose of this book …

My goal here is to tell you of how I’ve made it my aim to return to His Word in
the face of trials, and reach for His truth. Also, to marvel at how faithful God
has been to revive my heart with His Word and His grace.

Here is something a little more on topic of this book:

I still believe all of the promises in Scripture are true. I still believe in these
words that I’ve gathered together in this book, and crafted into prayers.

I believe God’s Word is settled in Heaven forever (Psalm 119:89). I believe His
promises are all “Yes” in Christ (2 Corinthians 1:20), and that they are for here
and now, on earth as it is in Heaven (Matthew 6:10). Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, today, and forever (Hebrews 13:8). He has !nished the work of
redemption (John 19:30), and today is the day to take hold of grace. Today is
the day of salvation (2 Corinthians 6:2).

I believe the Word of God is living and active (Hebrews 4:12), and more real
than anything in this world. In fact, I believe that the world itself is held
together by the Word of His power (Hebrews 1:3).

And here’s something else that I believe could very well be true.
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I wonder if much of our life in Christ – if not all of it – is coming to realize what
God has already done in His grace, and learning to receive it by faith (Romans
5:2).

And from that place, we live our life in Christ by taking action in response to
Him, and that’s when He truly breathes His life into our experience.

In Christ, God has already freely given and provided everything we will ever
need for life in Him (2 Peter 1:3).

This is grace.

Our part now is to receive grace by faith. To do like my mentor D. W. Martin
has taught me: to take hold of that for which Christ took hold of us (Philippians
3:12). This is the purpose of this book.

So, friend.

These are just a few of my stories that illustrate God showing up in my time of
need. I wanted to share them, so you can know where I’m coming from.

I am just a fellow traveler on the road, with plenty to learn. I am still on the
journey of, “I believe. Help my unbelief.” And I am so eager to know God more,
and fully embrace Christ and His grace, as Christ has fully embraced me.

My hope in writing this book is that we might saturate ourselves in God’s
Word, and do just that.

I have come to see the power of echoing His Word back to Him in prayers of
faith. I believe that when we do that, we can come to know the God of grace
more and more, access His grace which He has freely given, and invite His
Spirit to move in our lives in greater measure.

And now you know a little bit of why that idea moves me so much.

I have focused this book on the theme of God’s grace. Perhaps my story speaks
for itself as to why I made that choice.

But just in case you are hungry for more, I want to elaborate on the theme of
grace in the coming sections. May these next chapters stir up excitement and
encouragement for our journey ahead, and get our hearts set on our prize: to
know God, and His glorious grace.
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“Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom you have sent.” (John 17:3, NIV)

“… grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him
be glory both now and forever! Amen.” (2 Peter 3:18, NIV)

“And now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace …” (Acts
20:32, ESV)
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W H Y  G R A C E :  A  M O S T  G L O R I O U S
T H E M E

So, why grace?

Oh my. Where to begin …

How about here:

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound …1

How sweet the sound …

In a symphony, a repeated musical idea or melody is called a theme.

The theme is introduced somewhere in the beginning of the symphony.
Throughout all the complexity of this musical composition, the theme is
repeated, since it is the most important idea of the piece.

When a composer changes the theme in different ways – such as varying time,
rhythm, or tonality – but the listener can still recognize the theme: this is
called a variation.

If the entire story of God and humanity were a breathtaking symphony – and it
is – grace would be a major theme, with many marvelous variations
throughout.

In the Holy Bible, this grand symphony has several signi!cant movements.
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From the thrilling heights found in the wonder of creation …

To the heart-wrenching depths found in humanity’s tragic fall …

Followed by the vast emotional swells and swings found in God’s great
redemptive story, lived out and prophesied in God’s journey with Israel …

We hear such a dramatic spectrum of tones … the celebration and lament … the
silent stillness and vibrant expression … the tension and release … the harmony
and discord … all found in the call and response of God’s love song with
humankind …

Then at last, the great crescendo … the climactic intersection of Heaven and
earth … the glorious collision where every theme plays at once in perfect
harmony … redemption’s !nal ful!llment in the Son of God, Jesus Christ!

And the people stand to their feet with thunderous applause!

And the whole time, from start to !nish, we hear a most wonderful theme. It’s
the riveting melody of grace: in its many marvelous variations throughout
Scripture – from the subtle, to the spectacular – reaching its ecstatic pinnacle
in the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.

One cannot read Scripture without getting the idea that “grace” is absolutely
central to the story of God and us, and all of life in Christ.

Simply put, to know God is to know grace, and to know grace is to know God!

Grace is inextricably woven together with the God of Jesus Christ. Our God is a
God of grace.

In fact, grace distinguishes the God we believe in.

There is a story told about C.S. Lewis (1898 – 1963), renowned British author
and man of faith.2

He was at a British conference on comparative religions, where experts from
around the world were in attendance.

As the story goes, a group of people were debating about what was unique
about the Christian faith. Many suggestions were offered and rejected.

At some point, C.S. Lewis heard the discussion and interjected. What’s unique
about Christianity?
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“Oh, that’s easy.” Lewis says. “It’s grace.”

We know that taking hold of grace is indispensable to our journey of knowing
God.

Let’s look at the Scripture. Brie!y, here are a few things to consider:

We’ve been entrusted to God and to the “word of His grace” (Acts 20:32). We
are urged to continue in God’s grace (Acts 13:43), to grow in grace (2 Peter
3:18), have our hearts established and strengthened by grace (Hebrews 13:9),
put all our hope completely in grace (1 Peter 1:13), to not ignore grace or set it
aside (Galatians 2:21), and to stand "rm (1 Peter 5:12) and be strong in the grace
of God (2 Timothy 2:1).

And that’s just the beginning of it.

The apostles gave their whole lives for this glorious “gospel of God’s grace”
(Acts 20:24). Grace is written all over their letters to the church. In fact:

Paul ends his letters as he begins them, praying that grace be with those who
read this letter. From "rst to last, the life of faith is framed by grace.

— Footnote, 2 Corinthians 13, The VOICE Translation3

This theme has been the fascination of many since then. Throughout the ages,
believers have heard the sweet music of God’s amazing grace, and it has
resonated deep within their hearts.

The celebrated minister Dr. Martin Lloyd Jones (1899 – 1981) wrote in his book,
Spiritual Depression: Its Causes and Cures,

The secret of a happy Christian life is to realize that it is all of grace and to
rejoice in that fact … Christian life starts with grace, it must continue with
grace, it ends with grace. Grace, wondrous grace.4

John Newton (1725 – 1807) wrote the unforgettable hymn Amazing Grace,
mentioned at the start of this chapter. John must have heard the sound often.

In fact, receiving God’s grace ignited such gratitude in his heart, that he wrote
another hymn, entitled Reigning Grace. In it, he writes further on the same
theme:
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No sweeter subject can invite

A sinner’s heart to sing;

Or more display the glorious right

Of our exalted King.

This subject !lls the starry plains

With wonder, joy, and love;

And furnishes the noblest strains

For all the harps above.5

What Heavenly music John must have heard … He goes on to write:

‘Twas grace that call’d our souls at !rst;

By grace thus far we’re come;

And grace will help us through the worst,

And lead us safely home.

Oh the reigning grace of God, written into His symphony from start to !nish!

And that’s exactly what this book is about. Grace, wondrous grace.

So … what exactly is grace?

Goodness. So many great people throughout time have offered de!nitions,
from theologians and authors, to preachers and poets. I have encountered
some of them, and I’m so grateful for the work of these anointed pioneers of
the faith! I encourage you to seek out their work!

This book is not intended for that. I am not attempting any sort of exhaustive
theological treatise, even on the topic of grace. Furthermore, this book isn’t
intended to cover all aspects of the life of Christ, or be a comprehensive study
of God’s nature, or a complete guide to Christian living.

This book is intended to be an immersive, open-hearted exploration on the
theme of grace through the rich pages of Scripture. And it is an adventure we
will take in communion with God through prayer.
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Put simply: The intention of this book is that you would encounter God and
experience His grace, through Scripture and prayer crafted from the words
therein.

Ultimately, my hope is that – as we immerse ourselves in grace, lingering long
at the foot of the Cross, and praying the word of His grace – we will hear for
ourselves some of the variations on this beautiful theme in God’s magni!cent,
intricate symphony.

May we hear it in the depths of our souls, friend, until we can’t help but join in
the timeless refrain,

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound …
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M Y  M E T H O D :  T U R N I N G  T H E  D I A M O N D
I N  T H E  L I G H T

In Acts 20, the apostle Paul gathered a group of elders from the church in
Ephesus. It was a deeply emotional farewell to them, but this moment was
also holy, and !lled with purpose.

He was telling them that he was headed to Jerusalem to continue spreading
the Good News, though soberly, he knew it would ultimately cost him his life.

But Paul seemed to have a certain sparkle in his eye. He was set on !re with a
Heavenly calling. So he told them,

“But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so
that I may !nish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from the
Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God.” (Acts 20:24, NKJV)

Truly, many have given their lives over centuries so you and I could hear the
Good News of God’s grace. This is a powerful reality to ponder.

The Scripture says that the riches of God’s grace are unsearchable: a word
which indicates that we will never reach the end of them. They are unlimited,
boundless, in!nite. Try as we may to plumb the depths of grace, we’ll never be
able to measure it or conclude we’ve seen it all.
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Although we’ll never reach the end of His riches, that certainly doesn’t mean
we don’t explore them. In fact, I believe that’s the very thing God wants us to
do. We will forever be freshly experiencing and unwrapping the gift He has
given us!

God lovingly beckons us, through the music of His glorious gospel, into a
never-ending exploration through the riches of His grace. He has invited us on
a Heavenly treasure hunt! (Matthew 13:44-46).

He invites us to come and drink from the river of life (John 7:37-39, Psalm 36:8-
9). He tells us to draw near to Him, ever poised to draw near to us (James 4:8).
He says to seek Him with our whole heart, promising we will "nd Him (Jere‐
miah 29:12-13). He calls us to search out His hidden glory (Proverbs 25:2). He
speaks His message to us in order that His joy would over$ow in us, and we
would enjoy Him to the fullest (John 15:11).

These are just a few examples of God’s desire for us to know Him and experi‐
ence Him abundantly. There are so many more.

I truly believe God wants us to encounter His immeasurable grace more and
more. I believe He has wondrous things to show us from His riches!

Paul says in his letter to the Ephesians that the Father’s heart in saving us was
to put the immeasurable riches of His grace on full display for all to see, so that
throughout time, “He might show the boundless riches of His grace in kind‐
ness toward us in Christ Jesus.” (Ephesians 2:7, NASB).

The apostle Peter encourages us to “grow in the grace and the knowledge of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18, NKJV).

Peter actually starts both of his letters with a blessing: for grace to be “multi‐
plied” to his readers through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord (1
Peter 1:2, 2 Peter 1:2).

This theme of abounding grace is echoed throughout the New Testament by
other writers (John 1:16, James 4:6, 2 Corinthians 9:8).

And as stated before, the apostle Paul starts and ends his letters by speaking a
blessing over his readers, that God’s grace would be with them always.

In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul prays another beautiful prayer. In it, he
prays for us to grow in our experiential knowledge of God. And while this
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particular prayer has to do more speci!cally with knowing and experiencing
the love of God more intimately, and in greater measure; the principle remains
the same: God wants us to experience more.

Furthermore, as we will see, God’s grace and love go hand in hand. (2 Thessa‐
lonians 2:16, 1 Timothy 1:14, 2 Corinthians 13:14, etc).

Paul prays for us “to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you
may be !lled with all the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:19, NKJV)

In the New Living Translation, it reads: “May you experience the love of Christ,
though it is too great to understand fully. Then you will be made complete
with all the fullness of life and power that comes from God.” (Ephesians
3:19, NLT)

I hope by now the vision for this book is coming to life.

The early apostles gave their lives for us to hear it and have it in abundance.
They prayed for us to experience all of God in ever-increasing ways. Jesus
Himself died so we could live in the absolute fullness of it.

God’s grace – and further, God Himself – must be a treasure of immeasurable
value, friend, which God and His servants want us to experience for ourselves.

So, we are embarking on an adventure: of mining the depths of Scripture for
the priceless treasures hidden in this gospel of grace. We’ll do so in a posture of
prayer, with our hearts and arms wide open, full of faith and wonder.

Speaking of mining, let’s explore one more illustration to help us in our
journey.

The Scripture describes God’s grace as “manifold” (1 Peter 4:10), meaning
“many-sided.”

The puritans would also describe the gospel as a multifaceted, or “many-
sided” diamond.

A diamond’s particular beauty manifests in how it interacts with light. You
truly behold a diamond’s glory when you hold it up in the light and begin to
rotate it.

This is due to the intricate, masterful placement of various cuts, or “facets” on
the jewel; and the resulting interchange and transfer of light between the
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facets.

When you turn a diamond in the light, even with the slightest rotation, you
will observe a captivating dance of light. Jewelers have words to describe
different elements of this.

Now, I’m no jeweler. I simply write from my own fascination and under‐
standing – albeit rough and unpolished – that I have gathered from the mines
of research. Here’s my understanding:

First, there are the bright, radiant beams of pure white light that shine up and
out through the diamond. This is referred to as the diamond’s “brilliance.” If
the diamond cutter has done a quality job, there will be a compelling contrast
of dark and light tones within the diamond, as well as a strong, striking return
of light coming back out.

As it turns, radiant twirls of color will seem to spontaneously #ash and break
forth from within the diamond, like bursting rainbow pirouettes. The color is
called the diamond’s “!re” and it is caused by a diamond’s facets dispersing
pure white light into a spectrum of color. A similar effect can be observed after
a rain shower or by shining light through a prism.

Finally, while the diamond is in motion, there is the way the beams of light
seem to “dance” or “skip” or “#ourish” from facet to facet, through the center
of the diamond, appearing like shooting stars across the gem. This is referred
to as the diamond’s “sparkle” or pattern scintillation. This aspect is crucial,
because most diamonds (on rings, for example) are not held still, but ever in
motion.

These three work together in a complementary way, as in a dance, to unveil the
beauty of a diamond in the light.

The more skillful the diamond cutter, the better the quality of the cuts, and the
more intentionally and carefully the facets are aligned and prepared: the more
$re, brilliance, and sparkle you will see in the diamond when the light
strikes it.

This is why you will see people holding up their diamond rings in the light in
awe, staring at them as they turn them delicately to admire them. They are
looking for its $re, sparkle, and brilliance.

The gospel of grace is like that.
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It gets better. See, God is the master diamond cutter. Every aspect of His grace
was eternally planned out, and so carefully crafted; and each facet was so
perfectly cut so as to play off the others.

And yes, there is a dynamic contrast of dark and light tones within the gospel
story. But when we at last hold it up to the light, we watch in awe at how this
all works together somehow, to return the light of God back out of it with
stunning brilliance! What a miracle!

This is all designed to reveal the wonder of God within the gospel of Jesus
Christ. We lift the diamond of the gospel up to God – who is Light – and we
begin to turn it in the glow of His radiance. As we begin to admire its beauty
from all the different angles, we behold:

The brilliance of the Father: eternally beaming His pure, strong, everlasting
love from the core of the diamond!

The !re of the Holy Spirit: bursting forth in power throughout, in vivid, expres‐
sive technicolor!

The sparkle of the Son – Incarnate One, “God with us” – the Way between
Heaven and earth: communicating the love, power and light of the gospel, and
moving through all of it like a shooting star! Jesus Christ is the gospel of grace
in motion!

I am sure the implications in this imagery could go on and on. The metaphor
itself could be viewed from different angles!

And the truth is, the diamond of the gospel is far too intricate for any one book
or sitting to cover. We will be observing its beauty for all eternity, catching
new and thrilling #ashes of light from an in!nite number of angles.

But here’s what I want to take away from all this.

Let us take time to admire the glorious gospel of grace.

In order to really appreciate the beauty of a diamond, we must take our time with
it. We must hold it up in the light, and begin to turn it slowly.

That’s what we will do here, friend. And it is in that spirit that I studied for and
wrote this book.

In preparation, I searched the Scripture for the theme of grace.
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I looked up the Greek and Hebrew words that get translated “grace” in English,
and read through all of the scriptures where they appear, and their context. I
read studies on the concept. I read cross-references and concordances. And I
prayed a great deal.

As I searched, I began to see certain patterns emerge, and saw images !tting
together like puzzle pieces. You could say these are aspects, or “facets” of God’s
grace.

Although, my particular arrangement is only one way to peer into the in!nite
beauty within the gospel. My prayer is that God would speak to you through
His Word, above all else!

I wanted to pull from the loving devotion and rigorous work of Bible transla‐
tors throughout time, to explore these facets more richly. So I have included
Scripture from 20 different translations.

Some translations took a more word-for-word approach, some are more idea-
for-idea. Some literal, some paraphrase. Some are newer works, some are more
classic. Some are expanded, some direct and simple. I’ve tried to include a
good balance of all these.

If you have a “go-to” translation, I encourage you to follow along side-by-side
with that one! Make the journey your own!

There may be times where words or phrases are repeated a lot, but that’s also
the point. Sort of like the melodic theme showing up in different variations
throughout the symphony. It may be on the !fteenth repetition of the melody,
now presented in a romantic waltz variation, that your heart is struck by glory
and your eyes well up with tears of joy.

Our goal is to look at grace richly from its many sides – in essence, to “turn the
diamond” in the light – and to really take our time with it.

As we rotate the gospel of grace, and look intently at it from different angles:
new joys and revelations sparkle and burst forth in the light of God, and we
grow in our appreciation for the beauty of both the diamond and the light!

My goal was to cast a vision and set a context for our adventure ahead, before
embarking. Now that we have that, let’s talk about how we’ll go about it.
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H OW  T O  U S E  T H I S  B O O K :  P R E PA R I N G
F O R  T H E  J O U R N EY

I told you that I wrote the book I would have wanted.

You can use it any way you’d like, really. But for anyone who would want them,
here are a few thoughts and ideas I’ve gathered from my own personal experi‐
ence that might enrich your time.

If we are about to embark on a treasure hunt, the next few chapters are like an
equipment room. My hope is that in them, we can pick up a few things like
headlamps, compasses, a treasure map, a couple shovels, some solid boots,
and a sturdy bag to put it all in.

Maybe God will even load us up with a really high-tech metal detector, that
lights up when glorious treasure is nearby. And perhaps, He has already given
us tools just like this, and we are discovering that we have them, and how to
use them!

Well, with that said …

TA K I N G  O U R T I M E

You may notice that there are 31 chapters in Part Two. Originally, this was
going to be a 1-month devotional, but it kept opening up and expanding. You
can certainly still use it that way, if you are inspired to.
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My !rst and main encouragement, if you’d like it, would be to really soak it all
in: really leaving space and time to be drawn in, to savor the glorious word of
grace.

One way to go about this, is simply to ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you and
encounter you as you go, and remove any pressure to read this at any pace. God
often speaks to us in the stillness, in ways that can surprise us, when we let go
of preconceived ideas and simply engage God with a listening heart.

In the famous words of Mother Teresa, “God speaks in the silence of the heart.
Listening is the beginning of prayer.”

Really turn the diamond slowly, and let it sparkle in the light. And if something
catches your eye, feel free to stay right there! Meditate on that facet, and really
let its beauty sink in; even if it means stopping in the middle of a chapter,
putting down the book, and picking up at that spot another time.

Perhaps, in one instance, your reading of this book might end up revolving
around just one scripture. That’s perfectly great. If it leads you to experiencing
God and His grace in any way, then the purpose of this book was accom‐
plished!

As stated before, the intention of this book is that you would experience God
and His grace through Scripture and prayer.

So, on that note, here’s one thing to try.

H E A R I N G  T H E  WO R D  O F  G R AC E

Read the verses, with the prayerful expectation that God wants to meet with you
in them. If you want, you can read them out loud. Really hear the words as you
say them, or in your heart if you are reading silently.

Listen intently. Really hear.

Is there a word that seems to stand out? A phrase, or idea? Maybe it’s the word
“love,” or the phrase, “grace upon grace,” or a picture of Jesus giving his life on
the Cross.

Consider this: What if this is standing out to you in this moment because God
is wanting to show you something?
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Let’s just entertain the thought that this is exactly what is happening. With
that context, meditate on that word, phrase, or idea. Turn it around slowly in
your heart. You might even repeat it out loud. If it helps to focus, you could
close your eyes.

With this portion in mind that stood out to you, you could ask God things like,
“What do You want to say to me, God? How are You wanting to apply this to
my life? What are You showing me about Yourself?” That kind of thing. Talk
with God about it.

And perhaps, there in the stillness of the heart, see if things come to your
awareness. Or even a sense of peace, hope, or joy. Or maybe a desire to keep
reading further.

And as you hear, receive. Let God "ll your heart.

These are all ways that God can encounter us through the word of grace. This
is part of how faith can come by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.

That’s just one idea.

C R A F T I N G  P R AY E R S  F RO M  T H E  S C R I P T U R E

Then there are the written prayers. Let me expound on how I went about
crafting those.

One thing I have loved to do when reading the Scripture, is to see what it says
is true, personalize it for myself, and speak it out loud.

Maybe you have seen people craft “declarations” or “af"rmations” from Scrip‐
ture. My wife and I have had papers like this printed out around our different
houses through the years. Sometimes, we’d just pick them up and start
speaking them out loud. “I am a new creation in Christ! I am a beloved son of
God!” And so on. I really love those.

I found what really magni"ed this experience – and what caused me to be
deeply rooted and grounded in the grace, love and truth of Christ – was the
added element of making it a prayer, almost like a conversation with God.

In turning my Bible reading into a prayer, I would actively engage with God
and the words He breathed, echoing His own music back to Him. It trans‐
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formed my awareness. I began to hear His symphony more throughout life, all
around me and within me.

Let’s say I set out to read in Ephesians, for instance. I would ask the Holy Spirit
to speak to me through it, and I would embark. Then, I would come across
something like this:

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ. (Ephesians 1:3,
NKJV)

The metal detector would start going off. Treasure was in here.

What a rich collection of words, in just one verse!

I’d pause from my reading and be still. Maybe I’d repeat the reading. I would
allow my heart to “hear” the words, and "ll up with their grace and truth.
Then, from the fullness of my heart, I’d turn my attention to speak to God,
taking what I had read and turning it into prayer:

“My God, My Father! You are truly "lled with blessing! Jesus, You are Lord, the
Chosen One! I am humbled and amazed, Father, that I have been welcomed
into God’s family forever, as Your beloved son. It "lls me with so much joy.
Thank You, Father, for placing me In Christ. It says here, Jesus, that in You, I am
blessed with every spiritual blessing in the Heavenly places. Wow, God, this is
so amazing! Holy Spirit, I am asking You to show me the truth of what this all
really means. I want to know You and Your grace more.”

Something like that. It was spontaneous, and I grew in it the more I did it. I
read through the Bible slower, but the time was so rewarding.

In writing this book, I gathered groups of scriptures that seemed to "t
together. And then, I began to see the prayers form and "t together like a
puzzle, as well. And I wrote prayers in the fashion I just described.

When it comes to God’s grace, I continued to see a pattern emerge. So many of
these scriptures declare what God has already done for us in Christ, or what
He’s already given us, or who He has always been: how His love is unfailing,
and His grace abundant.
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As this truth !lled me, and I went to pray, the pattern went something like,
“God, I worship You for who You are, and thank You for all You have done and
all You have given! I pray to know more of You, and become more aware of all
that is already ours in Christ, so that I can walk in Your life more fully!”

My goal has been to craft these prayers from Scripture, while listening for the
Holy Spirit, and praying from the over"ow of my heart.

With that said, use these prayers how you’d like.

Read the prayers out loud to God, or in your heart. And feel free to pause and
re"ect if something catches your attention.

Or craft your own prayers from what you hear God speak through the Scrip‐
ture. Let it be like a conversation. Let Him speak through His Word, and as you
listen, let it !ll your heart. Then from the fullness of your heart, pray. Then God
listens. Then do it all again. This is a wonderful way to pray.

Whether using these prayers or crafting your own, pray from your heart, and
really speak to God. And as you pray, believe …

This is part of what it means to “receive grace by faith.”

In the next chapter, we will explore this concept a bit together, in hopes it can
help equip us for the journey ahead.
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R E C E I V I N G  G R A C E  B Y  F A I T H

The gospel. The glad tidings. The Good News. The message of what Christ has
done. The glorious word of grace.

Grace, wondrous grace.

Oh, Father, thank You for the people who have given their lives to “the work of
telling others the Good News about the wonderful grace of God.” (Acts 20:24, NLT).

How fortunate we are to be ones who have heard. What a gift it is to
participate!

Let’s pack a few more tools for our treasure hunt, friend, and search the Scrip‐
ture for the wonderful grace of God. The following are concepts that have
helped me do just that.

CO M E  A N D  S E E  W HAT  G O D  HA S D O N E

Okay. Remember how I told you about different narrators and preachers we’d
listen to through the years, and in the NICU?

And remember that trip we took to Colorado with our Judah?

So, we got to attend this powerful healing conference during our time in
Colorado. I’ll never forget it. When we were there, we got to meet one of our
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favorite preachers, whose voice tremendously encouraged us in the word of
grace. He was the kindest person, full of grace and truth, much like the One he
represents; the One living in him.

Greatest of all, we got to see God powerfully at work there. It was so amazing.
We saw miraculous things happening right before our eyes!

Anyway, here’s what I love. The gospel of grace was the foundation of the
entire thing. It was all about magnifying what God has done, and relying on
His grace, “so that in all things God may be glori"ed through Jesus Christ, to
whom be the glory and the power forever and ever.” (1 Peter 4:11, BSB).

We heard the same Good News of Jesus Christ there at that conference, that we
heard in our headphones at the NICU, and that we read in our Bibles, and have
heard passed down through the fathers and mothers of the faith … all bearing
witness, and saying in harmony:

Come and see what God has done,

his awesome deeds for mankind! (Psalm 66:5, NIV)

… the amazing [majestic] things he has done for people. (EXB)

We heard about what God has done. The amazing and majestic things He has
done for people, and His awesome deeds for mankind. This is the word of
grace, and we saw how God “was testifying to the word of His grace” with His
miraculous power (Acts 14:3).

And I found that the more I would hear about what God has done, from testi‐
monies people told, to the actual gospel preached from Scripture, the more I
became aware of faith rising inside me. I believe we can never hear the gospel
enough. I need the gospel every day … every moment.

And what a rich time of hearing it was. We heard the Good News about how
God already provided everything for life and godliness through the grace of
Jesus Christ and His atoning sacri"ce on the Cross, once for all. (2 Peter 1:3, 1
Peter 2:24, 1 Peter 3:18, Isaiah 53:5-6, Hebrews 10:10-14).

We heard the echo of Scripture, imploring us to believe and take hold of this
for ourselves. This is our part: faith. We access by faith what God has already
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provided in the grace of Jesus Christ (Romans 5:2, Philemon 1:6, Ephesians 1:3,
Ephesians 2:8-9).

God’s promises, and His good news, become reality for us when we mix it with
our faith. By faith, we enter into God’s rest, “resting” in what He has already
done. (Hebrews 4:1-3).

This is certainly not a new idea. I believe it’s scriptural, !rst and foremost. And,
many have committed their lives to glorifying God by testifying to His grace
revealed in Scripture. This is a timeless message. As it is written:

… This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, but it
has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who
has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the
gospel. (1 Timothy 1:9-10, NIV)

The apostles were the !rst to spread the “Good News” of the grace revealed
through Jesus Christ. In the voices of Peter, John, and Paul … You can hear the
true ful!llment of Psalm 66:5 resounding in the message they carried: “Come
and see what God has done!”

Since then, many others have glori!ed God by speaking His Word, delivering
the gospel, sharing what He has already done through Christ and His “!nished
work” (John 19:30).

Martin Luther (1483–1546), often called the “Father of the Reformation,” was
renowned for his revelation of grace, and echoed this theme in his writings:

Grace says, “Believe in this,” and everything is already done.1

In this same vein, Charles Spurgeon (1834–1892), often called the “Prince of
Preachers,” spoke of resting in the !nished work of Jesus Christ:

Now let us !nd solace in the !nished work of our Lord Jesus. Everything is fully
done: justice demands no more.2

Grace means God has given. Everything is fully done. Our part is to receive it.

What a tremendous revelation.
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I mentioned my dear mentor and friend, D. W. Martin, in my opening dedica‐
tion of this book. He’s been like a spiritual father to me, especially in this word
of grace. We all call him Dwayne.

In his powerful book, Grace Whisperers, Dwayne expounds at length on this
concept of receiving grace by faith. In it he says:

When we receive God, He provides the power and we rest.3

Wow. God provides the power. We receive. We rest.

FA IT H  CO M E S  B Y  H E A R I N G

How? Simply: we receive by faith.

And “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God” (Romans 10:17,
NKJV). Or “hearing the Good News about Christ” (NLT).

Let’s re"ect on this verse from Romans for a moment. Here is some beauty I
see, sparkling in this word.

As we embark on our journey of reading through Scripture, and asking Holy
Spirit to speak to us through it, this verse helps me to realize something
powerful:

Whenever the Word of the Lord comes to us, when we “hear the Good News” …
God has also made sure that the ability to believe and receive His Word is present
with us the moment that we hear it.

In short: We always have all we need to receive the word of grace by faith.

This is great news. The table is set already.

Here’s an illustration you might $nd helpful.

Imagine a treasure chest that comes with the key needed to open it. The trea‐
sure chest is the Word, the treasure inside is grace, the key is faith.

Wherever the message is, faith is also available.

The Good News of Christ could also be seen like a magnet to faith, causing it to
stir and rise as it comes near.
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Here’s what I see: faith rises in us when we hear the Word of God, the glad
message of Christ and all He has done, the glorious gospel of grace … And
blessed are they who hear and keep hearing the Good News, over and over …

And by “hear,” I don’t believe this necessarily means audibly, since someone
could “hear” the Good News from reading. What I do believe may be impor‐
tant here, is that we are actively listening for His Word with our hearts open.

Although, let me glorify God … I think His Word often miraculously pierces
through the most closed hearts. And I believe God can soften hearts (Ezekiel
36:26), and give us eyes to see and ears to hear (Proverbs 20:12). And He can
show us how to remove any obstructions in our hearts and lives that would
hinder His Word from taking deep root in us (Matthew 13:1-23).

We can ask Him for all these things in prayer, for ourselves and even others.
Isn’t God endlessly kind?

That said, I believe that there is something important here about opening our
hearts to God, taking a humble posture of listening … leaning in expectantly to
really hear Him … and receiving His Word with joy, accepting it for what it
really is: not the word of people, but the Word of God:

For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the word
of God which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of mere men,
but as what it really is, the word of God, which also is at work in you who
believe. (1 Thessalonians 2:13, NASB)

When we welcome the Word of God with this due reverence, it goes to work in
us, and continues to work in us, effectively and powerfully:

… you welcomed it not as the word of [mere] men, but as it truly is, the word of
God, which is effectually at work in you who believe [exercising its inherent,
supernatural power in those of faith]. (1 Thessalonians 2:13, AMP)

… [exercising its superhuman power in those who adhere to and trust in and
rely on it]. (AMPC)

Wow. May we hear the glorious Good News of the grace of Christ, and
welcome it with open hearts as the very Word of God! May we trust in and rely
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on it, that it may exercise its inherent, supernatural, superhuman power
within us!

And let us remember this wonderful truth: wherever the message is, faith is
also available. The treasure chest comes with the key.

See, the message activates faith in our lives. And then in turn, faith activates
the message in our lives. Isn’t this amazing?

I "nd it helpful to acknowledge two important things which seem to be held in
balance here.

First: God has created and provided everything necessary for this whole
process. We have it because God supplies it. Thank You, God!

Second: That being said, we also still have an important, necessary and active
role to play. Our part is to respond to Him, by acting in faith.

Grace is God’s part, faith is our part. God’s free gift, and our response. This is
the balance.

Like two substances that create a chemical reaction: when God’s grace and our
faith mix in balance, we see something spectacular happen before our eyes. We
see Heaven come to earth.

Faith becomes alive when we take action. This is, at "rst, to “turn the key” and
open the treasure chest, by praying in agreement with Scripture, as we will do
in this book.

And then, to “make use of” the gifts inside, by doing the things that faith
would have us do, living life from the truth of that Word. By this, we become
hearers and doers of the word, and are truly blessed and happy (James 1:22-
25). As Jesus said,

“… blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!” (Luke 11:28, NKJV).

We hear the Word, believe it and receive it by faith in prayer. It works its super‐
natural power within us.

And then we “keep” it, living from its truth: living as if we have truly received
what’s inside of it, and God has given the power and supply to back up every‐
thing the Word says. Because, as it is written:
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“You have observed correctly,” said the LORD, “for I am watching over My
word to accomplish it.” (Jeremiah 1:12, BSB)

“You have seen well, for I am [actively] watching over My word to ful!ll
it.” (AMP)

“… until it is ful!lled.” (CEB)

He is actively watching over His Word to ful!ll it, until it is ful!lled. And in
Christ – from Heaven’s side – it already is ful!lled. That which is true in Heaven
!lls the earth through us acting in faith, from the abundance of His grace.

God provides the power, and we rest in Him.

Let’s again return to the words of my mentor, Dwayne:

When we receive God, He provides the power and we rest.

Let’s meet God in His message, and receive Him for ourselves. Let’s receive His
glorious grace by faith, and enter His rest.

As it says in Hebrews,

Let’s make every effort to enter into that rest. (Hebrews 4:11, NASB)

“Make every effort”? Hm. This must be very important. So let’s go a little
further with this. Let us hear the Word of Christ, mix it with our faith, and
enter into the rest of God.

E NT E R I N G  I NTO  G O D’ S R E S T

This passage in Hebrews 4 reveals something beautiful: this act of “receiving
God’s grace by faith” actually re#ects the original “day of rest.”

Think back to the creation of the world, and the moment when God made the
very !rst human beings in His image. In the !rst six days, God had already
masterfully created and provided everything in the universe. Then, in
creation’s grand !nale, God at last breathed the breath of life into the !rst
humans, and they opened their eyes to a world already made.
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They were born into God’s abundance. And God welcomes them with a bless‐
ing: to receive, live in, and explore His already "nished work. Yes, they had
important things to do. God put them in charge, telling them to "ll the earth
and govern it, and to steward what He had given. But it was all action to be
taken from abundance, and from rest.

After blessing His crowning creation, the very next thing God did was, “God
looked upon all that He had made, and indeed, it was very good … Thus the
heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.” (Genesis 1:31-2:1,
BSB). They were born into completion. This ends the sixth day.

And on the seventh day, God rested from His work, because creation was
complete. Do you know what this means? It means humanity’s entire "rst new
day of existence was all about one thing: entering into God’s rest. They rested
with God, enjoying all He had already done. Their purpose was to look upon all
His work and say in agreement: “It is very good!” God blessed this day, and
declared it holy.

Now Christ is called the “Last Adam” and the “Second Man”, which points us
to a new creation, a new birth, and a new world.

So too, when we are born again and created anew in Christ, we enter into
God’s rest. We receive the Holy Spirit as the breath of new life, and we "rst
open our eyes to a wondrous new creation already complete, to explore a work
already !nished. We are born into abundance. We are born into completion.

Just as they began new life by waking up to the seventh day in Eden, our new
life in Christ begins by awakening to God’s Heavenly reality, and glorifying our
God, who has already done it all on our behalf.

For all who have entered into God’s rest have rested from their labors, just as
God did after creating the world. (Hebrews 4:10, NLT)

This is all so amazing. God has done it. Jesus our High Priest sat down on the
throne. And we rest in Him. Faith begins by agreeing with God: “Father, Your
work is complete, and it is very good.” This is blessed. This is holy.

And yes, we absolutely have important things to do. Dominion to take, and
grace to steward. We make every effort to enter into this rest, taking hold of
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what is already true in the new creation. This is the “grace in which we stand”
that we access and receive by faith through Christ (Romans 5:2).

We do not want to fall short of grace, by unbelief. No, we want to continually
cling to the word of grace, working out our salvation. And approach the throne
of grace to !nd help in time of need. This is all a part of our journey in this
world! But let us remember, we are not of this world. (John 17:11)

And it all starts by acknowledging our new birth, and the grace of God. In His
eyes, we !nd the truth of our identity. With unveiled face, we behold God’s
glory as in a mirror, and the Spirit transforms us into His image, from glory to
glory (2 Corinthians 3:18).

We have been eternally born again in Christ (1 Peter 1:23), in the very likeness
of God (Ephesians 4:24), as citizens of Heaven (Philippians 3:20). A new
creation in a new world. The old has gone. Behold, everything is new. (2
Corinthians 5:17).

They were placed in the garden in Eden. We have been placed in Christ.

And now, we get to live from God’s abundance in the Spirit, and go forth from His
rest. We get to enjoy what Christ has done, and live in our Father’s Kingdom as
good stewards of God’s grace. We get to !ll the earth with the very life of God,
which is springing forth inside of us like the rivers in Eden (John 7:38-39).

Wow. Holy, holy, holy.

What does this mean for our journey ahead?

We have an in!nite garden of glorious grace to explore.

Okay. So, let’s repeat some simple truths.

We receive grace by faith. Faith is fully present with us the moment we hear
the Word of God. And we exercise this faith of ours by praying, and believing as
we pray; and receiving God for ourselves.

Once again: We have all we need to receive God’s grace by faith in Christ.

This is like Adam and Eve eating from the Tree of Life. We have been given
access to the life of God, to partake of it freely. Our part is to take the fruit
and eat.
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Reading, “hearing” and praying the word of grace – as we’ll do in this book – is
one way this all comes together, in brilliant, living color. In doing so, we “take
hold” of the grace God has already made available to us through Christ. “On
earth as it is in Heaven.”

See, in praying this way, we will be doing what Dwayne would repeatedly
exhort me to do: to “take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.”
(Philippians 3:12, NIV). We pray as Jesus taught us, “having faith in God,” and
“believing we have received” what we prayed, and “it will be ours.” (Mark
11:24, BSB).

And we enter into His rest. We partake of God’s life. Grace becomes truly ours.

I have taken time to really orbit around this idea, so we are abundantly ready
to partake in the life of God.

So once more, let us declare our purpose:

We read and really listen. We believe and sincerely pray. We receive and fully
enjoy.

And from this place, we take action and live in newness of life.

This is truly exciting to take hold of. This is sharing in the very life of Christ.

Dwayne continues in his book:

Faith tells us all we need to do is receive and confess the grace of God, our new
given birthright …4

I want to mention Martin Luther again. He was one who did this. A pioneer of
grace. He saw and heard the grace of God. He believed it. And he received it for
himself, as his new birthright in Christ.

In fact, he was so enraptured and compelled by the word of grace, that he
staked his very life on it. He wrote:

Faith is a living, daring con"dence in God’s grace, so sure and certain that a
man would stake his life on it one thousand times. This con"dence in God’s
grace and knowledge of it makes men glad and bold and happy in dealing with
God and with all creatures; and this is the work of the Holy Ghost in faith.5
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Oh the happiness of the one who receives the grace of God, freely given
through Christ!

Can you hear it in Luther’s words, as he speaks of the life, joy and boldness
that comes from con!dently believing in the grace of God? Do you see the
power of the Holy Spirit at work within him as he places all his trust in God’s
grace? What wonders he must have witnessed as he opened the Scripture!

This is our aim: to encounter those same wonders for ourselves, as we read and
pray the word of grace. We have the same Holy Spirit, and the same access.
May we enter by faith into the divine rest of God and His glorious grace!

As we hear Luther’s statement, and listen to what Christ and His followers say
in Scripture, and as we look at their actions, we see that truly: “God’s rest” is
not one that dulls or slows us. It is a rest that invigorates us, frees us, and
empowers us.

And we are reinvigorated every time we experience the gospel of grace afresh.

S E E I N G  W IT H  F R E S H EY E S

The Bible verses in this book contain statements that are absolutely life-
altering if we really sit with them, and open our hearts to them. This is why I
suggest taking our time. God’s grace is breathtakingly wonderful, and the
implications of the !nished work of Christ are staggering.

Believe it or not, I actually edited at least 200 exclamation points out of the
!rst draft of the written prayers, so as to not sound like I was shouting the
whole time. Ha! I didn’t even realize I was typing all of them. I guess I just got
carried away and found it dif!cult not to emphasize every statement, because
it was all just so glorious!!!!!

You know, I have noticed that many times, I have skimmed over these amazing
claims, as I would hurry through a Bible reading. Or perhaps I had become
familiar with certain ideas through repeated liturgy or lingo. Maybe you can
relate to this.

Well, my encouragement is for us to listen with fresh ears, and look with fresh
eyes. Pray like you are !nding out for the very !rst time.
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Or, if you like, pray like you’re seeing a beautiful brand new !ower bloom right
before your eyes, in a garden you are very at home in, and very fond of already.
Come with the wonder of a child.

When I’ve done this, even for 30 seconds, it has been so life-giving.

By its very de"nition, something being “in"nite” means you cannot reach the
end of it. There are always new facets, layers, and revelations of God’s glory
and grace to experience.

Let faith rise up as you hear the message of Christ, and then exercise that faith
as you pray and speak. When we really let the melody of grace resonate in our
hearts, it’s as though our very soul is expanded with new life. It’s so thrilling!

Here’s an example of what I mean. Let’s read these familiar words of Peter,
who is declaring how Jesus has at last ful"lled the prophetic words of Isaiah,
saying to us:

By His wounds we have been healed. (1 Peter 2:24, CSB)

Wow … Let’s pause and re!ect on that for a moment.

What do these words truly mean? By the wounds of Jesus, we have been healed!

Let’s sit with this verse, and let’s really hear it …

Let’s really entertain the thought: what if this is true? What if I fully accepted
this? What are the implications of that for me, and my whole life? Right here,
right now, right where I am …

Let’s allow God to "ll our hearts with this awesome, life-transforming word.
Let’s open our eyes wide to the bright new creation in Christ, and enter into
the rest of what God has done.

And as we read this verse, let’s watch for the life and presence of the Holy
Spirit. Let’s listen for grace. What part is jumping out at us: Wounds? Have
been? Healed? His? We?

Ruminate on it … turn it in the light … watch it sparkle.

Just seven words, yet so many powerful ways the Holy Spirit can move within
them. There is in"nite glory here.
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Hopefully, all of these concepts are beginning to come together.

And as we press on together, let’s keep asking God to show us His glory. He is
faithful! Let’s ask Him to reveal the depths of His glorious riches in every verse
that we read, and every prayer that we pray.

His radiant light is already shining brilliantly, and the diamond of the gospel of
grace is already masterfully cut. Let’s ask Him to position our hearts to see its
beauty from another angle, and give us ears to hear and eyes to see. Let’s ask
that He open our eyes afresh to His !nished work, that we may believe and
enter into His rest.

He will always give us wisdom when we ask:

If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all
without !nding fault, and it will be given to you. (James 1:5, NIV)

He gives generously because it’s who He is! He is the ultimate giver. We simply
must ask in faith that He will answer.

In fact, let’s believe that He loves to answer.

J OY F U L  E X P EC TAT I O N

I told you we posted scriptures all over our unit at the NICU. There was one
other phrase we had posted up, and even had printed on T-Shirts.

We heard this story while in the NICU. A famous owner of a basketball team
would tell the players before every game to go into it with this mindset:
“Expect to win.”

The phrase caught on with us at the NICU. We would whisper it to each other
all the time, as we looked at the days ahead of us: expect to win. For us, it was a
reminder to keep our stance grounded !rmly in the victory that Christ has
already won on our behalf.

Here’s my encouragement: let’s read and pray with expectation.

Go through these scriptures and prayers with the expectation of encountering
God. Open your heart to every word being actual reality.
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Pray with the expectation that – as you are praying – you are actually, genuinely
reaching into the abundance of Heaven’s resources, and drawing out buckets
full of glory from the wells of His grace. Posture your heart for a breakthrough
of God’s amazing grace, coming right around the corner. Expect to win.

The Greek word for “hope” in Scripture is de"ned as a “joyful expectation.”
And in the letter to the Romans, this blessing is spoken over us:

May the God of hope "ll you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that
you may over#ow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Romans
15:13, NIV)

So, in this over#ow of hope, by the power of the Holy Spirit: let us go forward
in the joyful expectation that God wants to open “the eyes of our understanding”
(Ephesians 1:18, NKJV). It’s what He does. It’s who He is!

Consider this as a prophetic picture from the Gospel of Matthew:

Then He touched their eyes, saying, “According to your faith let it be to you.”
And their eyes were opened … (Matthew 9:29-30, NKJV)

Let’s come to Him, in the con"dence that He is able and willing to touch our
eyes, and open them to the wondrous mysteries of His grace, so that we may see.
This is what our God does.

In the words of the prophet Daniel:

But there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries … (Daniel 2:28, HCSB)

This is our God, who said through His Son Jesus:

Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will "nd; knock and the door will
be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks "nds; and
to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. (Matthew 7:7-8, NIV)

Jesus reveals that this is who our God is: a good Father, who gives good gifts to
those who ask Him (Matthew 7:9-11, James 1:17).
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And He has made known to us the mystery of His will according to His good
pleasure, which He purposed in Christ (Ephesians 1:9, BSB)

It is our Father’s good pleasure to make His heart known to us, to give us wisdom
from above (James 1:5). It is our Father’s good pleasure to give us the kingdom
(Luke 12:32). He wants us to receive, and He wants us to see.

He loves to reveal Himself to us, and reveal Heaven’s mysteries to us. And He is
found by those who sincerely seek him, with the simple trust, openness and
wonder of a little child. (Proverbs 25:2, 1 Corinthians 2:10, Colossians 1:26, Jere‐
miah 29:13, Jeremiah 33:3, Exodus 33:18-19, John 1:14, Matthew 21:22, Hebrews
11:6, Luke 10:21).

And as we trust in Him, the God of all hope "lls us with all joy and peace, til we
over#ow! (Romans 15:13).

God has given us access to all the hidden treasures of grace in Christ. Let us
hold the precious Scripture like a treasure map, and allow the Holy Spirit to be
our compass and guiding voice. Let us seek, with the expectation that we will
"nd!

Let us pray with this joyful expectation: God wants us to hear His heart and
receive His grace.

In fact, the Lord longs to be gracious to us.

Yet the LORD longs to be gracious to you; therefore he will rise up to show you
compassion. (Isaiah 30:18, NIV)

I believe that God is waiting, longing to share His love and abundant life with
us (John 10:10). He has prepared the table of grace for us (Psalm 23:5). He has
remarkable secrets to share with us (Jeremiah 33:3, NLT). His heart is calling
ours with an invitation to meet with us intimately, and share a meal with us as
dear friends (Revelation 3:20, NLT).

Can you hear the heartbeat of the Father?

He’s the kind of Father who comes running down the road to meet us. He
throws feasts for His beloved children, showers them with His affection, and
tells them, “everything I have is yours.” (Luke 15:31, NIV).
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This is our Father. He is such a good Father.

He satis!es the longing soul,

And !lls the hungry soul with goodness. (Psalm 107:9, NKJV)

Oh dear friend … let’s respond to His lavish heart. Let’s open our arms wide to
welcome the Word of Life, and receive His glorious grace by faith!

Wonderful Father, we come with ready hearts to the table of grace, the feast of Your
goodness, longing to meet with You, and expecting You with great joy, saying:

My soul shall be satis!ed as with the richest food.

My mouth shall praise you with joyful lips. (Psalm 63:5, NHEB)

Amen!
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And yet …

Perhaps you still struggle to trust in the wondrous things written in the word
of grace.

I have certainly been there. In this chapter, we’ll explore what it might mean to
engage with these words in the midst of painful dissonance in our hearts.

Before I go on … I know I must sound like a broken record here, yet again saying
“this topic is a whole other book” …

However, I do want take the time to admit to the inherent limitations of brie!y
touching on deep matters. I am aware that this book on prayer cannot truly
treat certain subjects with all the gravity they deserve; theologically, emotion‐
ally or otherwise.

For instance, consider this subject of faithfully wrestling through the tension
held between the wounds of our history and the truth claims of Scripture.
There is so much that could be said about both sides of that tension.

So I am praying for the grace to write here, knowing the picture will be incom‐
plete, and I am asking for God to speak His perfect love through human imper‐
fections. I also ask you for forgiveness, for the nuances I won’t be able to touch
on here.
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With those limitations in mind, I felt like expounding on this topic a little
more, and describing what has helped me as I’ve engaged with Scripture in
moments that felt incredibly dark, and too much to bear.

These were also the moments where I would ultimately !nd the Light that
heals, and the Love that bears all things …

My prayer is that this could help someone, and better establish another tool
for the journey ahead.

So let me say it once more.

Perhaps you still struggle to trust in the wondrous things written about in the
word of grace.

I understand that struggle, friend, though I will absolutely admit and respect
that I am unable to fully understand your unique life story.

Far more importantly, though, I believe that Jesus intimately knows and under‐
stands, empathizes and cares (Hebrews 4:14-16). He was “a man of sorrows,
acquainted with deepest grief” (Isaiah 53:3). He has clothed Himself with our
humanity (John 1:14).

And, He has grace for the struggle, in abundance. For, this same Jesus who died
our death, is now risen in glory, seated on His Heavenly throne, on our behalf.
We can approach His throne of grace with con!dence in our time of need: freely,
boldly and without reservation (Hebrews 4:14-16). He gives more grace, wher‐
ever we need help (James 4:6). We only need to ask.

Remember the stories I told you, about the internal tension my wife and I felt
as we encountered the message of God’s goodness after the death of our son?
Like the moment we heard that beautiful worship song, and it hit a painful
nerve in a tired soul.

Remember the struggling father who brought his son to Jesus for deliverance?
“I believe; help my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24, ESV)

I have found myself in that tug of war, between what the gospel says is true,
and the pain in my heart and its resulting interpretation of the world around
me. Between the invisible and the visible. In the tension of Heaven and
earth.
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Well, here is another thing you could do with this book: wrestle with it faithfully.
You could pray through it with an open and honest heart, like David prayed in
his Psalms. Let these pages lead you into vulnerable processing …

“God, I hear this and I am scared to believe it. I feel hurt here. I feel tired. But I
want so badly to believe it. Are You really this faithful? Speak to me, Holy Spirit.
Help my unbelief. Come into this place in my heart, and dwell there with Your
healing light. I am open to You.”

That’s just an example. Probably even a mild one. However it sounds to you, I
encourage you to let Him into those places.

Honestly, sometimes I had no words, only tears. Or screams. Or burdened
sighs. Sometimes it was really loud, and really messy. Sometimes it was so
quiet, and I barely had a groan of anxious desperation. Whatever I had, I
poured it all out at the foot of the Cross, and asked God to come in.

And I believe He always answered that prayer, "lling that space with Himself.

In this journey of faithful wrestling, I really began to ask the question: “What if
He wants to connect with me right here, in this place?” Not looking at it from a
distance, but inside of it. Just like when God entered in and became a #esh-and-
blood human being (John 1:14) …

Just like what God did with me that day in my car, at my son’s graveside …

If you need proof of His intention, just look at Jesus. His death on the Cross. His
birth in an animal trough. From the "rst day to the last of His earthly ministry,
He showed that He is not afraid of messy, dirty, ugly, dark or scary.

In fact, I would submit He came to seek and save us, to "nd us and to love us, in
those very places. We need only to let Him in, and receive Him. He embraces us
right in the middle of the mess. He hears our hearts. He understands us. We all
need grace, and He gave it to all: there is no one too far from its reach.

Grace is the love of God that reaches down, goes to our deepest depths, and
meets us in our own world, no matter how dark it may seem. He loves us …
completely and without reservation.

Oh, how He loves us …

And then, grace lifts us up. He comes into the darkness, and He shines His light.
He brings us home. Wherever Christ abides, He "lls the space with peace, joy,
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and love. That which He inhabits, He heals, He restores, He renews, He resur‐
rects … He ascends …

And oh, how He loves us …

Here, we are beginning to see a completion of this idea of “faithfully wrestling”
with Scripture. We ask: what is the fullness of this process, where do we leave
off with it?

It begins with us letting Him into the darkness. It completes with Him shining
His light.

Somehow, it’s both. Fully. The honesty of earth meets the truth of Heaven. The
cross and the resurrection. This is the completion.

And I have found the order to be key: earth is the question. Heaven is the
answer.

Jesus, the Word of God, is the answer.

I have brought a lot of raw feelings to the Lord, that felt incredibly real and
valid. And I always found compassion, and understanding in that place. The
complete acceptance and warm embrace of a loving Father.

And … there was much more.

A completion came in going forward in the strength of His love and grace …
and in circling back around to the truth of Scripture, and planting my faith
there.

In other words: when establishing what I believe, I chose to focus on what He
says is true, over and above any feelings I was experiencing.

First, I would open my heart in total honesty in His presence, accepting this is
simply where I’m at in this moment. Then, I would invite God into that place.

Then at some point, I would #nd myself returning to what He says. I would
rely and lean on His grace and truth to lead me; to remind me of who He is, and
who I am in Him.

Though we may feel beaten, this is truly an act of faith, to say:

Return to your rest, my soul, for the Lord has been good to you. (Psalm
116:7, NIV)
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Oh, the stories I could tell you … the moments when death surrounded me, and
I fell to my knees … and then I lifted my head to sing of the God who brings life
…

And oh, how the atmosphere changes when we remember the goodness of
our God.

Let’s look at one of the Psalms.

Psalm 42 represents an honest prayer coming from a discouraged believer.
Some say it was written by David. Some attribute it to the Sons of Korah. Since
I don’t have the knowledge there, I will just refer to its writer as “the psalmist.”

Here, the psalmist begins by speaking of the desperate state that his soul is in.
He is crying out for God, longing for His presence. He pours out his hurt before
the Lord:

My tears have been my food day and night,

While they say to me all day long, “Where is your God?” (Psalm 42:3, AMP)

He then remembers the days when he would lead congregations in worship
(Psalm 42:4). Glorious days, "lled with joy and thanksgiving.

However, at the time of writing this, he feels dry, cast out and alone. On top of
that, others now seem to be mocking him for his belief in God. He gets brutally
honest about what he feels:

O my God, my soul is in despair within me [the burden more than I can bear] …
(Psalm 42:6, AMP)

The burden is more than he can bear … And yet, in the midst of all this pain, he
continually brings his focus back to God and His truth.

… Therefore I will [fervently] remember You from the land of the Jordan …
(Psalm 42:6, AMP)

He takes time to remember all the good things God has done — fervently and on
purpose — to encourage himself in the Lord. This is the remedy. He repeats:
“Yet I will praise Him again.”
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Several times, the psalmist even speaks to his own heart, as if it is an entity
distinct from himself. It sounds to me almost as though he is speaking to his
soul like a precious, scared child. One whom he is comforting, gently teaching,
and leading into God’s loving arms.

Why are you in despair, O my soul?

Why have you become restless and disquieted within me?

Hope in God and wait expectantly for Him, for I shall yet praise Him,

The help of my countenance and my God. (Psalm 42:11, AMP)

Or in another translation:

… For I will again give him thanks, my saving presence and my God. (Psalm
42:11, NHEB)

So, here’s what I see and hear as I read this psalm.

The psalmist, who has been weeping so much that his tears have been his
“food day and night,” knows the value of honestly expressing his emotions in
God’s presence. He doesn’t deny the hurt or desperation.

He also knows that the process doesn’t end there.

Deep down, the psalmist knows that genuine hope is found in God. He calls on
the God he knows from Scripture, and from testimonies passed down. From
that anchor, he chooses to trust God with the process as he prays.

He longs to connect with God in prayer. He seems to know that encountering
God will transform his understanding and outlook.

He seems to know that, while his feelings are incredibly real, and they are
"nding valid expression here in the safety of God’s presence … at the same
time, they can’t be the ultimate source of truth, or provide a solid place to land
or build our faith upon.

Here we "nd the fullness of faithfully wrestling.

For faith to withstand the storms of this world, it has to be built on who God
says He is. On His Word. On the Rock of Christ.
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The Scripture even says, “For we live by faith, not by sight.” (2 Corinthians 5:7,
NIV). This saying indicates that sometimes, living in Christ means: reaching
past interpretations drawn from natural senses & feelings (i.e. “by sight”),
which are temporal; to !nd an eternal, spiritual truth to place our faith in.

We live by faith, which comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God. So
we ask God: What do You say is true?

Follow Psalm 22 in this context. I may have felt that God “left me all alone”
(Psalm 22:1, CEB) … But in reality, “he didn’t hide his face from me. No, he
listened when I cried out to him for help.” (Psalm 22:24, CEB).

God has never left me or forsaken me. And I have found, as I turn back to God
in humility and thanksgiving, remembering His Word … even if it feels like I
can only just barely reach out my hand … God is always there, and always
faithful, and He always meets me there with the grace I need.

With His grace, God upholds me, restores me, and returns to me the joy of my
salvation. Time and time again, God shows Himself to be “my saving pres‐
ence,” “the help of my countenance and my God.” (Psalm 42:11).

As I have let God into the dark spaces, He has come in and !lled them with His
healing light. In this, I have found God to be dependable, reliable, and trust‐
worthy. I have found Him to be miraculous.

He clothed Himself with me … and then He clothed me with Himself.

This is so beautiful … too beautiful to describe …

Thank God for this gift too wonderful for words! (2 Corinthians 9:15, NLT)

Oh, the glorious grace of God.

It may take some time. But friend, it is such a worthwhile process.

So, in conclusion, as we faithfully wrestle through Scripture, let’s leave space
to breathe deeply, and engage with the light of Christ again… and again. This
could sound something like:

“Nevertheless, I choose to believe what You say is true. The sun is still shining,
even though I don’t see it right now in my night. All my life You have been
faithful. This is who You say You are, so I choose to accept it as truth. You are
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always good, and full of abundant grace. And what if Your grace is over!owing
to me right now, at this very moment? You say it is. So I will reach out for You
in faith that it really is, and receive the grace I need. Thank You, God.”

Whatever this looks like to you, here’s my encouragement: whatever trust you
have to give, place it in Him. Rely upon His grace. Believe in His Word.

Because, let us remember, when we welcome the word of grace as the true
Word of God, it has inherent supernatural power that works effectually within
us (1 Thessalonians 2:13). It may not be visible to us right away, but it truly has
the power to save our souls:

… humbly accept the word God has planted in your hearts, for it has the power
to save your souls. (James 1:21, NLT)

There is so much hope. And I say this as a man who used to feel like I had no hope.

I still struggle, but I bring it before Him. I could tell you so many other stories
about that. I hope the few moments I have shared can help you in your
journey.

I invite you to make this journey your own and be authentic. I truly believe
God can handle it, and wants us to bring it all to Him. Allow yourself to feel it
all in His loving presence, and let Him into that very space. Let Him "ll it with
unconditional love. Let the Living Word “become !esh” in your world.

And as the Word of Life "lls this space, trust Him to transform it.

Allow His countenance to lift yours. Find rest in His smile. Guide your heart
back home. Build your house on the Rock. And Let the Word of Christ cause
faith to rise. Let it breathe life into you, shape and mold you, even in the
hardest places.

Especially in those places.

I believe that great faith is forged by receiving grace: not in the absence of trou‐
bles or hard circumstances, but in the presence of them.

I have found precious, priceless eternal treasures in the midst of my most dif"‐
cult trials.
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And I have found that whatever spaces Jesus inhabits, He transforms. He
enters in, becomes it fully, and then fully !lls it with the glory of Heaven.

And the Word became "esh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory …
(John 1:14, NKJV)

Oh Father, just as the Word became "esh, may it be unto us now, dwelling in
every area of our lives … and !lling us with Your glory.

And oh, the glory … the sweet surrender of trusting Him, which !lls us with life
and rest, and joy and peace …

Consider these beautiful words from the beloved hymn, ‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in
Jesus, written by Louisa M. R. Stead (1850-1917):

‘Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus … just to take Him at His Word;

Just to rest upon His promise … just to know, “Thus says the Lord!”1

As we hear God speak on this journey, may we truly receive His words for
ourselves, taking Him at His Word, and experience the sweetness of simply
trusting in Him. I pray the roots go down deep into our entire beings.

And when we do receive His words, may we hold onto them tightly.

One last piece of wisdom from dear brother Dwayne:

If faith is receiving, then great faith is receiving and never letting go.2

May we cherish the precious diamond of the word of God’s grace, friend, and
never let it go.

Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus!

O for grace to trust Him more!3
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W I T H  T H E  G O D  O F  G R A C E

Well, friend, we are !nally about to embark.

Ultimately, I do hope that you make this whole journey your own. My phrasing
isn’t what makes a prayer beautiful. The real diamond is the Scripture behind
it. The real diamond is the truth of Christ. And maybe you see !re, brilliance,
and sparkle that I don’t see!

May the Holy Spirit guide you into all truth, and open your eyes to behold the
amazing grace of God.

My greatest joy would be that this book would lead you into your own practice
of praying the Scripture, or enrich what you already have, following God for
yourself. Explore new Bible translations. Memorize the verses. Become rooted
and grounded in grace, truth and love, which are found in Jesus Christ.

Let His words abide in you … and cling to the word of grace.

You never know when it will arise in your heart like a light for your path.

You never know when it will appear in front of you, like water and bread in the
desert.

You never know when it will be like a ready sword, equipping you for an unex‐
pected battle.
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And, You never know when it may suddenly !ll you with wonder … opening
your eyes to the magni!cent new creation in Christ … awakening the faith by
which you may enter into God’s glorious rest.

Truly, there are so many wonderful reasons to pray the word of grace. Among
them is the reality that in it, we !nally !nd the rest for which we were made. In
the words of Martin Luther:

We !nd no rest for our weary bones unless we cling to the word of grace.1

Above all, within these pages, and in praying the word of grace: I pray that you
encounter the God of grace, the Living Word of God. In Him, we truly !nd rest for
our souls.

At last, let’s bring to remembrance once more the words of the famous hymn:

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound!

As we adventure through these pages together, may we fully experience the
bliss and the glory of God’s amazing grace, and come to see how sweet the
sound truly is.

How precious is your gracious love, God!

The children of men take refuge in the shadow of your wings.

They are refreshed from the abundance of your house;

You cause them to drink from the river of your pleasures.

(Psalm 36:7-8, ISV)

I pray that, in reading through this, you enjoy God, and enjoy grace. Freely,
thoroughly, and surprisingly so!

Drink freely from the river of His delights. Take up the light, easy yoke of Jesus.
Learn from His gentle, humble heart, and !nd rest for your soul.

Take refuge in the shadow of His gracious love. Come to His table of grace,
which is already set with an open seat for you, and feast on His abundance. Be
refreshed. Be !lled. Be free.
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After all … if all of this really is true, then why wouldn’t we enjoy it to the fullest?

This is even what Jesus said He wanted: for us to fully receive His message and
His grace, so that we would be !lled to the full with His joy. (John 15:11, John
16:24, John 17:13, Jeremiah 15:16, Acts 13:52, Romans 15:13, Psalm 16:11, Psalm
21:6, Psalm 68:3)

I would even submit that true gratitude and true humility before God are
found in fully receiving and enjoying the gifts He has so generously given to us
in Christ.

However one de!nes grace, this much is clear. Grace comes as a free gift from
God. And what do you do with a gift?

You open it. You enjoy it. This is our gratitude. This is the best thing to do with
grace!

So. Let’s enjoy the over"owing grace of the Lord Jesus Christ together. Let’s
linger long at the Cross. Let’s turn the diamond of God’s manifold grace, and
watch it sparkle in the light. Let’s listen intently for the riveting theme of grace
in the symphony of Scripture. Let’s partake of of the very life of Christ, and
enjoy the feast prepared before us.

Let’s open our hearts to God, and respond to His compelling invitation:

Look! I stand at the door and knock. If you hear my voice and open the door, I
will come in, and we will share a meal together as friends. (Revelation
3:20, NLT)

Are you ready?
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ENJOYING THE FEAST

Psalm 23:5

“You prepare a feast for me …” (NLT)

Psalm 36:8

“They feast upon the abundance of Your house …” (NIV)
“They are abundantly satis"ed with the fullness of Your house …” (NKJV)

John 1:16

“For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.” (ESV)
“From his abundance we have all received one gracious blessing after another.”

(NLT)

Over 200 scriptures, !lled with the riches of God’s grace.
31 in-depth prayers, crafted from their glory.

Praying the Word of Grace.
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J E S U S :  T H E  WAY  T O  T H E  F AT H E R ,  T H E
F U L L N E S S  O F  G R A C E

John 1:14, John 1:16, John 1:18,
John 10:30, John 14:20, John 17:26, John 17:21-22,
Ephesians 2:18, Ephesians 3:12, Romans 8:15-16

John 1:14

And the Word became !esh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (ESV)

The Word became a human [!esh] and lived [made his home; pitched his
tabernacle; God’s glorious presence dwelt in Israel’s tabernacle in the wilder‐
ness] among us. We saw his glory [majesty]—the glory that belongs to the
only Son [one and only; only begotten] of [who came from] the Father—and he
was full of grace and truth [God’s gracious love and faithfulness ...] (EXB)

John 1:16

For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. (ESV)
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For out of His fullness [the superabundance of His grace and truth] we have all
received grace upon grace [spiritual blessing upon spiritual blessing, favor
upon favor, and gift heaped upon gift]. (AMP)

From his abundance we have all received one gracious blessing after another.
(NLT)

John 1:18

No one has ever seen God. The one and only Son, who is himself God and is at
the Father’s side—he has revealed him. (CSB) ... The only begotten Son, who is
in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him. (NKJV)

No one has seen God [His essence, His divine nature] at any time; the [One
and] only begotten God [that is, the unique Son] who is in the intimate pres‐
ence of the Father, He has explained Him [and interpreted and revealed the
awesome wonder of the Father]. (AMP)

John 10:30

I and My Father are one. (NKJV)

The Father and I are one. (NLT)

John 14:20

On that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you are in Me, and I in
you. (NASB)

John 17:26

I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in
order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in
them. (NIV)

I have revealed you to them, and I will continue to do so. Then your love for me
will be in them, and I will be in them. (NLT)
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I have made Your Name known to them and revealed Your character and Your
very Self, and I will continue to make [You] known, that the love which You
have bestowed upon Me may be in them [felt in their hearts] ... (AMPC) ...
[overwhelming their heart], and I [may be] in them. (AMP) ... and I will live
[be] in them. (EXB)

John 17:21-22

May they all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I am in you. May they also be
in us, so that the world may believe you sent me. I have given them the glory
you have given me, so that they may be one as we are one. (CSB)

Ephesians 2:18

Now all of us can come to the Father through the same Holy Spirit because of
what Christ has done for us. (NLT)

We ... have access to the Father through Christ by the one Spirit. (CEB)

Ephesians 3:12

Because of Christ and our faith in him, we can now come boldly and con"‐
dently into God’s presence. (NLT)

In Whom, because of our faith in Him, we dare to have the boldness (courage
and con"dence) of free access (an unreserved approach to God with freedom
and without fear). (AMPC)

… We can do this through faith in Christ [or because of Christ’s faithfulness].
(EXB)

Romans 8:15-16

For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have
received a spirit of adoption as sons and daughters by which we cry out,
“Abba! Father!” The Spirit Himself testi"es with our spirit that we are children
of God. (NASB)
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... but you have received the Spirit of adoption [the Spirit producing sonship] in
[the bliss of] which we cry, Abba (Father)! Father! The Spirit Himself [thus]
testi!es together with our own spirit, [assuring us] that we are children of
God. (AMPC)

PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Heavenly Father, I thank You with every !ber of my being! You have fully
revealed Yourself through Your only begotten Son, Jesus. He is the Messiah; the
Anointed, the Chosen One. He is “God with us.” He is the radiance of Your
glory, the exact expression of Your being.

I gaze with rapt attention at Jesus, and my heart !lls with wonder. In the eyes
of Christ, I see the fullness of my Father’s indescribable glory. In Him, we see
You, for He is one with You. Your divine nature, Your very essence, has been
interpreted, explained and shown on full display at last. He is full of grace and
truth, and so we know that You are, too. I am captivated by You, awesome,
holy, and gracious Father.

Through Jesus, and His glorious revelation, I am !lled with Your love. I have
been !lled with the very same love You have for Jesus, and even !lled with all
of You, God. Just as You are one with Jesus, so I am one with the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit. God is in me, and I am in God. How wonderful!

I thank You, Father, that through Christ and His faithfulness, I have full and
free access to You. I enter into Your presence by the Holy Spirit, with open
arms, and with boldness, courage, and con!dence. Your love and grace toward
me are boundless and unreserved, so I come unreserved to You! I ask that You
reveal to me in my innermost being, Father, the truth of my access to You and
Your grace. Cause me to know this, so that a childlike boldness and faith may
increase within me, and that I would not hold anything back.

I thank You, Father, that I get to enjoy the same intimacy that Jesus Himself
has with You. Wow! The Holy Spirit, the spirit of adoption, bears witness to
this truth with my own spirit. We sing of Your Father’s heart together in
harmony. In the bliss of being Your beloved child, I cry out to You, “Abba!
Father!”

Jesus said that He has given me the same glory You have given to Him. And
from His fullness and abundance, we have all received grace upon grace. I open
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my arms wide, and step into Your gift, standing under the waterfall of the
endless waves of grace. I joyfully accept Your abundance with gratitude!
Blessing upon blessing, favor upon favor, and gift heaped upon gift!

Thank You, Gracious Father. I ask that You reveal the truth to me through my
entire being, by the limitless power of the Holy Spirit. Cause me to encounter
Your love and grace in new ways today, that I may truly know You. May I
always be growing in grace and in the knowledge of Jesus, my Lord and Savior.
In His name I pray, Amen.
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F I L L E D  W I T H  A L L  T H E  F U L L N E S S
O F G O D

John 1:16, Colossians 2:9-10, Ephesians 3:19, Psalm 36:7-8

John 1:16

Indeed, we have all received grace upon grace from his fullness. (CSB)

Colossians 2:9-10

For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; and you are complete
in Him, who is the head of all principality and power. (NKJV) … [of every
angelic and earthly power]. (AMP)

For in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body. So you also are
complete through your union with Christ, who is the head over every ruler and
authority. (NLT)

For in him all the wealth of God’s being has a living form … (BBE) For the entire
fullness of God’s nature dwells bodily in Christ, and you have been !lled by
Him … (CSB)
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For in Him all the fullness of Deity (the Godhead) dwells in bodily form [com‐
pletely expressing the divine essence of God]. And in Him you have been made
complete [achieving spiritual stature through Christ] … (AMP)

And you are in Him, made full and having come to fullness of life [in Christ you
too are "lled with the Godhead—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—and reach full
spiritual stature] … (AMPC) and in Christ you have been brought to fullness …
(NIV) … and you have a full and true life in Christ … (EXB)

Ephesians 3:19

I ask that you’ll know the love of Christ that is beyond knowledge so that you
will be "lled entirely with the fullness of God. (CEB)

May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand
fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life and power
that comes from God. (NLT)

[That you may really come] to know [practically, through experience for your‐
selves] the love of Christ, which far surpasses mere knowledge [without expe‐
rience]; that you may be "lled [through all your being] unto all the fullness of
God [may have the richest measure of the divine Presence, and become a body
wholly "lled and $ooded with God Himself]! (AMPC)

… so that you may be made complete as God himself is complete. (BBE)

Psalm 36:7-8

How precious is Your lovingkindness, O God!
Therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of Your wings.
They are abundantly satis"ed with the fullness of Your house,
And You give them drink from the river of Your pleasures. (NKJV)

They are "lled from the abundance of Your house;
You let them drink from Your refreshing stream. (HCSB)
… from the river of Your delights. (NASB)
… from your river of pure joy. (CEB)
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PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Heavenly Father, I thank You for Your abundant gift, that I have indeed
received grace upon grace from the very fullness of Jesus Christ!

Jesus, You are King! You are the head over all principality and power, every
ruler and authority, in the heavens and on the earth. In You, all the fullness of
the Godhead dwells in a human body. In Christ, the total divine nature and
essence of God – all the wealth of God’s being – has a living form.

And Jesus, through Your !nished work and receiving the abundance of Your
grace, I have been completely united with You for eternity! Through my union
with You, I have been made complete, as God Himself is complete. In Christ, I
have been brought to the fullness of life. I share in Your full spiritual stature
and capacity, as I am one with You. Oh, the paradise, the bliss of being one
with You!

Father, I thank You that in Christ, I too am !lled with the Godhead—Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. What a marvelous, life-altering reality! I ask that You open
the eyes of my heart to this reality, Father, so that I may wholeheartedly live
this “full and true life,” which is mine through Christ Jesus.

Father, I long for fresh encounters with You. I ask that You make me more
aware of Your presence, so that moment by moment, I can experience the
matchless love of Christ. I ask that I encounter the Holy Spirit as I read Your
Scripture, and in everyday moments.

I ask this so that more and more, I may truly come to know Your love, through
experiencing it for myself, surpassing all previous knowledge I have. And
through this, I am being !lled entirely, through all my being, with all the full‐
ness of God.

Through Christ, I am made complete with all the fullness of life and power
that comes from God. I have the richest measure of Your divine presence. I
have a body wholly !lled and $ooded with God Himself.

How precious is Your loving-kindness, O God! I am abundantly satis!ed with
the fullness of Your house. I put my trust under the shadow of Your wings.
Thank You for always giving me refreshing drink from the river of Your plea‐
sures, the stream of Your delights. I am !lled to the full with pure joy and
ecstasy! In union with Christ, I pray, and in His wonderful name. Amen.
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E N T R U S T E D  T O  G O D  A N D  T O  T H E
WO R D  O F  H I S  G R A C E

Acts 20:32, Colossians 1:5-6, Romans 1:16, Luke 2:14,
John 15:3, John 17:17, Ephesians 5:25-26, Acts 20:24

Acts 20:32

Now I entrust you to God and the message of his grace, which is able to build
you up and give you an inheritance among all whom God has made
holy. (CEB)

And now I commend you to God [placing you in His protective, loving care]
and [I commend you] to the word of His grace [the counsel and promises of His
unmerited favor]. His grace is able to build you up and to give you the [right‐
ful] inheritance among all those who are sancti#ed [that is, among those who
are set apart for God’s purpose—all believers]. (AMP)

Colossians 1:5-6

You have this faith and love because of the hope reserved for you in heaven.
You previously heard about this hope through the true message, the good
news, which has come to you. This message has been bearing fruit and
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growing among you since the day you heard and truly understood God’s grace,
in the same way that it is bearing fruit and growing in the whole world. (CEB)

… You have had this expectation ever since you !rst heard the truth of the
Good News. This same Good News that came to you is going out all over the
world. It is bearing fruit everywhere by changing lives, just as it changed your
lives from the day you !rst heard and understood the truth about God’s
wonderful grace. (NLT)

… Everywhere in the world that Good News [Gospel] is bringing blessings
[bearing fruit] and is growing … (EXB)

Romans 1:16

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to
salvation for everyone who believes … (NKJV)

Luke 2:14

Suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising
God, and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will
toward humankind.” (NHEB)

John 15:3

Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. (KJV)

You have already been pruned and puri!ed by the message I have given
you. (NLT)

John 17:17

Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. (NASB)

Make them holy by the true word: your word is the true word. (BBE)
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Sanctify them [purify, consecrate, separate them for Yourself, make them holy]
by the Truth; Your Word is Truth. (AMPC)

Ephesians 5:25-26

For husbands, this means love your wives, just as Christ loved the church. He
gave up his life for her to make her holy and clean, washed by the cleansing of
God’s word. (NLT)

… Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy,
cleansing her by the washing with water through the word. (NIV)

Acts 20:24

But my life is worth nothing to me unless I use it for "nishing the work
assigned me by the Lord Jesus—the work of telling others the Good News
about the wonderful grace of God. (NLT)

… so that I may "nish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from
the Lord Jesus, to fully testify to the Good News of the grace of God. (WEB)

PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Oh, Wonderful Heavenly Father, how richly You have blessed me! I have been
given this remarkable privilege of hearing and knowing Your word of grace.
Your servants and apostles have given their lives over centuries to tell the
world of Your glorious Good News. Because of Your favor and power at work
through them, I now stand "rm in this grace. I am amazed and my heart spills
over with gratitude!

I have been entrusted to Your loving, protective care, Father. I rest in Your
tender, strong embrace. I have also been committed to the word of grace, the
glorious gospel of Jesus Christ. This message of grace is true, and is able to
build me up and strengthen me. The word of Your grace is able to give me the
inheritance which is rightfully mine through Christ, among all the saints, who
are the people set apart for Your purposes.
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I thank You, Father, for this word of Your wonderful grace, which !lls me with
faith, hope and love. This message is always growing and bearing fruit. As it
spreads throughout the world, it is always bringing blessings and changing
lives. It has changed my life forever, from the day I !rst heard. I pray that,
through the revelation of Your Holy Spirit, I would fully understand the truth
about Your grace: Your heart and good intent, all You have accomplished, and
all I have been given by the grace of God.

I am so honored to carry this gospel within me. It is the most beautiful sound
to my ears, and it resonates deep within my being. With all Your heavenly
angels, I sing the echo of their chorus in my heart: “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, good will toward humankind.” Embolden me and
empower me, and open doors for me to tell others about the wonderful grace
of God.

Father, how precious is Your Word. Through the words that Jesus has spoken, I
have been made clean. Oh, how glorious! I already have been cleansed and
washed, puri!ed and made holy. Through Your word, I have also been pruned
and trimmed like a tree, so that I may bear spiritual fruit in greater abundance.
You have sancti!ed me, consecrated me, set me part for Yourself, in Your truth.
Your word is truth. I stand on Your Word, and so I stand on holy ground.

Father, I ask for You to !ll me with intimate knowledge of Your grace and truth,
by the Holy Spirit. He is the Spirit of grace and truth, who lives within me.
Open my heart to experience the riches of the glorious Good News of Jesus
Christ, in all its greatness. In Christ’s name I pray, amen.
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T H E  I N H E R I TA N C E  O F  T H E  S A I N T S  I N
L I G H T

Acts 20:32, Ephesians 1:11, Titus 3:7, John 17:3, Psalm 16:5-6,
Ephesians 1:14, Ephesians 1:17-19, Colossians 1:11-12

Acts 20:32

And now I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to
build you up, and to give you the inheritance among all them that are sancti‐
"ed. (ASV)

And now, I give you into the care of God and the word of his grace, which is
able to make you strong and to give you your heritage among all the saints.
(BBE)

Ephesians 1:11

Furthermore, because we are united with Christ, we have received an inheri‐
tance from God, for he chose us in advance, and he makes everything work out
according to his plan. (NLT)

We have also received an inheritance in Christ… (CEB)
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Titus 3:7

So, since we have been made righteous by his grace, we can inherit the hope
for eternal life. (CEB)

So that, having been given righteousness through grace, we might have a part
in the heritage, the hope of eternal life. (BBE)

John 17:3

And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ whom You have sent. (NKJV)

Psalm 16:5-6

LORD, You are my portion
and my cup of blessing;
You hold my future.
The boundary lines have fallen for me
in pleasant places;
indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance. (HCSB)

O Lord, You are the portion of my inheritance and my cup;
You maintain my lot … (NKJV)

Ephesians 1:14

The Holy Spirit is the down payment of our inheritance, until the redemption
of the possession, to the praise of his glory. (CSB)

That [Spirit] is the guarantee of our inheritance [the "rstfruits, the pledge and
foretaste, the down payment on our heritage], in anticipation of its full
redemption and our acquiring [complete] possession of it—to the praise of His
glory. (AMPC)
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Ephesians 1:17-19

I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, would give
you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him. I pray that
the eyes of your heart may be enlightened so that you may know what is the
hope of his calling, what is the wealth of his glorious inheritance in the saints,
and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe,
according to the mighty working of his strength. (CSB)

[For I always pray to] the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, that
He may grant you a spirit of wisdom and revelation [of insight into mysteries
and secrets] in the [deep and intimate] knowledge of Him… (AMPC)

… And [I pray] that the eyes of your heart [the very center and core of your
being] may be enlightened [!ooded with light by the Holy Spirit], so that you
will know and cherish the hope [the divine guarantee, the con"dent expecta‐
tion] to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the
saints (God’s people), and [so that you will begin to know] what the immea‐
surable and unlimited and surpassing greatness of His [active, spiritual] power
is in us who believe… (AMP)

Colossians 1:11-12

May you be strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for
all endurance and patience, with joy giving thanks to the Father, who has
enabled you to share in the saints’ inheritance in the light. (HCSB)

God will strengthen you [ …being strengthened] with his own great power [all
power according to his glorious might] so that you will not give up when trou‐
bles come, but you will be patient. And you will joyfully give thanks [or …have
patience with joy, giving thanks] to the Father who has made you able to have
a share in all that he has prepared for his people in the kingdom of light [the
inheritance of the saints/holy ones in the light]. (EXB)

… He made it so you could take part in the inheritance … (CEB)
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PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Heavenly Father, I am so delighted and grateful. My cup over!ows! I have been
given into Your tender, loving care, and I am given to the word of grace. In it, I
am built up and made strong. Through it, I receive my portion of the inheri‐
tance of the saints in the light.

I thank You that, through my union with Christ, I have received an inheritance
from You, Father, along with every other person who trusts in the name of
Jesus. You enabled me to take part in this bountiful, glorious inheritance
through Christ, and in doing so, You accomplished exactly what You had
always had in mind. You had chosen me in advance for this bounty of grace
and goodwill.

Since I have been made righteous by Your grace, I have become a co-heir with
Christ, and I inherit a beautiful, imperishable blessing from Heaven’s in#nite
supply. The blessings of eternal life, and hope therein, are mine forever.

And the greatest gift is knowing You, Father. This is eternal life. You are the
true portion of my inheritance. You are my cup of blessing which runs over.
You are the only true God and Creator of the Heavens and the Earth, and I get
to intimately know You as my “Abba” Father. Oh how indescribable is Your
love! How immeasurably beautiful it is to really know You, and Your Son whom
You sent, and the Holy Spirit whom You gave. You are mine, and I am Yours!
How extravagantly You have loved me and blessed me!

And I have yet to unveil so much of this glorious inheritance in the saints. I
rejoice that it is mine forever! I thank You that my allotment is secure in You,
and that You hold my future. I thank You that the boundary lines of my
promised land are all in pleasant places. Your plans for me are good, and #lled
with hope. Father, lead me into the joy of my promise. Give me eyes to see, that
I may explore this glorious territory that You have given me in Christ, adven‐
turing and delighting in it with You, and Jesus, and Holy Spirit!

Thank You Father, for the gift of the Holy Spirit, whom You gave to me, poured
out through Christ, who #nished the work and sat down at Your right hand.
Holy Spirit, You are the guarantee, the #rst fruits of this inheritance. You give
me divine con#dence and hope. You cause me to joyfully anticipate the full‐
ness and complete redemption of Christ’s reward. And Father, You are glori#ed
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most when I fully receive Your gift! So I open my arms, and respond from my
spirit with an ecstatic, “Yes! Thank You! And amen!”

I earnestly pray that the eyes of my heart would be !ooded with light by the
Holy Spirit. In Your light, may I see light in the core of my being, so that I
would know and cherish the hope I have; the riches of Your glorious inheri‐
tance; and know what is the immeasurable, unlimited greatness of Your power
which is working in me, according to Your strength.

With this great hope in mind, I can endure all things with patience, joy, and
gratitude. Knowing all I have, and Who is in me – the Giver and His immeasur‐
able gift – #lls me with grace for all things. I ask for the spirit of wisdom and
revelation, to intimately know You, Your power, Your love, and the in#nite
hope that is in Christ. In His name I pray, Amen.
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T H E  G R A C E  I S  W I T H U S

2 Timothy 4:22, 2 John 1:3, 2 Peter 1:2,
John 14:27, Romans 16:20, 2 Corinthians 13:14

2 Timothy 4:22

The Lord Jesus Christ is with thy spirit; the grace is with you! Amen. (YLT)

The Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Grace (God’s favor and blessing) be
with you. Amen (so be it). (AMPC)

2 John 1:3

Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us, from God the Father, and from the
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love. (WEB) … in all true
love. (BBE)

Grace, mercy, and peace (inner calm, a sense of spiritual well-being) will be
with us, from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son, in truth
and love. (AMP)
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2 Peter 1:2

Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of
Jesus our Lord (KJV)

Grace and peace be yours in abundance … (NIV) Grace to you and peace be
accomplished … (DRA) May grace and peace ever be increasing in you … (BBE)

John 14:27

I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a
gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid. (NLT)

Peace I leave with you; My [perfect] peace I give to you; not as the world gives
do I give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be afraid. [Let My
perfect peace calm you in every circumstance and give you courage and
strength for every challenge.] (AMP)

Romans 16:20

And the God of peace will quickly crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with you. (WEB)

The God who brings [of] peace will soon defeat Satan and give you power over
him [crush Satan under your feet] … (EXB)

… The [wonderful] grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. (AMP)

2 Corinthians 13:14

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit, be with you all. (ASV) … and the harmony of the Holy Spirit, be
with you all. (BBE)

The grace (favor and spiritual blessing) of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of
God and the presence and fellowship (the communion and sharing together,
and participation) in the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen (so be it). (AMPC)
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PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Magni!cent Heavenly Father, I give You all my praise and worship! I thank You
from the depths of my heart, for You have blessed us beyond anything we
could ever think or imagine! I take time to open Your gifts:

The Lord Jesus Christ is with my spirit. God’s amazing grace is with me. Grace,
mercy and peace are with me abundantly, from God the Father, and from the
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son, in all true love. I take time in Your presence
to allow that to sink in.

In Christ, You have given me true peace: Your perfect peace, an inner calm and
spiritual well-being, in truth and love. Your peace is beyond anything in this
world, and it is ever-increasing to me, along with Your grace.

And the God of peace – the One who brings peace – will quickly crush Satan
under my feet! You have defeated the enemy, and give me power over him. You
trample him in every area of my life. So I will not let my heart be afraid or trou‐
bled, because Your peace calms me and gives me courage.

I am surrounded by the wonderful grace, divine favor, and spiritual blessing of
the Lord Jesus Christ; and the unconditional love of God the Father; and the
presence and fellowship, the communion and sharing together, and the partic‐
ipation in the Holy Spirit; together with all believers. We have been placed in
Christ, miraculously united in Him as one. May the beautiful harmony of the
Holy Spirit be with us all!

Father, I ask that You open the eyes of my heart, with all Your children, so we
can see all that we truly have. Cause my heart to become so aware of the pres‐
ence and communion of the Holy Spirit that I share in.

I surrender to the blissful dance of Father, Son and Holy Spirit, that I have been
invited into by grace. I open my hands with childlike trust to receive the grace
that is already with me: Your unconditional blessings, favor and power. I
receive Christ Himself, who is in me and with my spirit.

I give all my cares to You, Father, allowing Your perfect peace and inner calm,
which surpasses all understanding, to guard my heart and mind in Christ
Jesus. Oh how sweet it is to trust in You, that Your word is true. Your love really
knows no limits. Your mercies never come to an end. Your grace over$ows
through the hands of Jesus. In His name I pray, Amen.
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G R OW I N G  I N  G R A C E

2 Peter 3:18, 2 Peter 1:2, 1 Peter 2:2-3, 2 Timothy 2:1

2 Peter 3:18

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To
him be the glory both now and forever. Amen. (WEB)

But grow [spiritually mature] in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be glory (honor, majesty, splendor), both now and
to the day of eternity. Amen. (AMP)

But be increased in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. May he have glory now and for ever. So be it. (BBE)

2 Peter 1:2

Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of
Jesus our Lord (KJV)
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Grace and peace be yours in abundance … (NIV) Grace to you and peace be
accomplished … (DRA) May grace and peace ever be increasing in you … (BBE)

[May] Grace and peace be given to you more and more [lavished upon you;
multiplied to you], because you truly know [or as you grow in your knowledge;
through/in the knowledge of] God and Jesus our Lord. (EXB)

May grace (God’s favor) and peace (which is perfect well-being, all necessary
good, all spiritual prosperity, and freedom from fears and agitating passions
and moral con"icts) be multiplied to you in [the full, personal, precise, and
correct] knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. (AMPC)

1 Peter 2:2-3

As newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the Word, that with it you may
grow, if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious (WEB)

As newborn babies want milk, you should want the pure [sincere; unadulter‐
ated] and simple [or spiritual] teaching [milk]. By it you can mature [grow;
reach maturity] in your salvation, because you have already examined and
seen [tasted] how good the Lord is … (EXB) … Since you have [already] tasted
the goodness and kindness of the Lord. (AMPC)

2 Timothy 2:1

So, my child, draw your strength from the grace that is in Christ Jesus. (CEB)

So you, my son, be strong [constantly strengthened] and empowered in the
grace that is [to be found only] in Christ Jesus. (AMP)

PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Heavenly Father, I thank You for Your boundless gift of grace, given to me
through Your Son, Jesus Christ. I position myself to receive more and more
from Your in$nite supply.
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I thank You that grace and peace are multiplied unto me. They are given to me
more and more, and they are ever increasing in me, for You lavish them upon
me in abundance.

Father, I ask that I would grow in the true, intimate knowledge of You, and of
Jesus, and of the Holy Spirit. I trust You to reveal Yourself to me in a way that is
full, personal, precise, and correct. As I come to know You more, I spiritually
mature and grow in the grace in which I now stand, like a tree whose roots go
down deeper into rich soil.

I thank You that Your grace constantly empowers me. I draw my strength from
Your grace, found only in Jesus.

I thank You that Your peace is also ever-increasing in me. In Your peace, I have
perfect well-being, all necessary good, all spiritual prosperity, and freedom
from fears, and agitating passions and moral con!icts. Your peace is perfect,
and it guards my whole life.

I rejoice with all of my being! I have tasted how good and gracious You are. I
have examined and I have seen Your radical goodness and kindness. And I am
yearning to grow in grace and my knowledge of You.

Therefore, just as newborn babies want pure milk, I long for the pure milk of
the Word. I ask for You to increase my desire for the pure, sincere, unadulter‐
ated, and simple spiritual teaching of grace. I thank You that, as I partake of
this Word of grace, I am powerfully growing and maturing in my salvation. I
am strengthened by Your grace.

Father, I ask that You show me areas where I can grow in grace and in my
knowledge of You. Whisper revelation to my innermost being throughout my
days, and put me in the path of people who speak grace and truth.

All the glory, honor, majesty, and splendor be unto You, both now and to the
day of eternity, forever and ever. Praise the holy, powerful, wondrous name of
Jesus Christ! Amen!
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T H E  R I C H E S  O F  G O D’ S  G R A C E

Ephesians 1:5-8, Ephesians 2:6-7

Ephesians 1:5-8

He predestined us to be adopted as sons through Jesus Christ for himself,
according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace
that he lavished on us in the Beloved One.

In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our tres‐
passes, according to the riches of his grace that he richly poured out on us with
all wisdom and understanding. (CSB)

God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to
himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him
great pleasure. So we praise God for the glorious grace he has poured out on us
who belong to his dear Son. He is so rich in kindness and grace that he
purchased our freedom with the blood of his Son and forgave our sins. He has
showered his kindness on us, along with all wisdom and understanding. (NLT)
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For He foreordained us (destined us, planned in love for us) to be adopted
(revealed) as His own children through Jesus Christ, in accordance with the
purpose of His will [because it pleased Him and was His kind intent]—[So that
we might be] to the praise and the commendation of His glorious grace (favor
and mercy), which He so freely bestowed on us in the Beloved … (AMPC)

… In Christ [him] we are set free [have been redeemed/purchased] by the blood
of his death [his blood; blood signi!es his sacri!cial death], and so we have
forgiveness of sins. How rich is [or This redemption reveals the wealth of; …
according to the riches of] God’s grace, which he has given to us so fully and
freely [lavished on us] … (EXB)

Ephesians 2:6-7

Together with Christ Jesus He also raised us up and seated us in the heavens,
so that in the coming ages He might display the immeasurable riches of His
grace through His kindness to us in Christ Jesus. (HCSB)

And hath raised us up together, and hath made us sit together in the heavenly
places, through Christ Jesus. That he might shew in the ages to come the abun‐
dant riches of his grace, in his bounty towards us in Christ Jesus. (DRA)

… He did this that He might clearly demonstrate through the ages to come the
immeasurable (limitless, surpassing) riches of His free grace (His unmerited
favor) in [His] kindness and goodness of heart toward us in Christ Jesus.
(AMPC)

… God did this to show future generations the greatness of his grace by the
goodness that God has shown us in Christ Jesus. (CEB)

PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Generous Father in Heaven, I freely welcome Your rich, wonderful grace, love,
and kindness into my heart, knowing that freedom is found in receiving all You
have to offer.

When I think of the depths of Your love, I am just astounded. You always had
the plan of fully embracing me as Your dearly loved child, and placing me in
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Christ, the Beloved One. I have been fully revealed as a child of God, according
to the good pleasure of Your will. This is what you always wanted. This was
Your kind intent, and it gave You great pleasure. How amazing Your heart is!

Oh how wonderful is Your glorious grace that You lavished upon me! You have
showered me with Your kindness in the Beloved One, Your Son. And I am
accepted as a part of Your Beloved. I give honor and praise to Your grace, favor
and mercy, and I let gratitude pour forth from my heart!

Let my life be a living testimony of Your grace!

You are so rich in grace and kindness, that You purchased my freedom, my
eternal redemption, even my very life, with the precious, priceless blood of
Your Son. You forgave my sins, and restored me. You have set me free!

This was all according to the riches of Your grace, which You richly poured out
on me, with all wisdom and understanding.

The riches of Your grace are immeasurable, limitless and surpassing. Through
the riches of Your grace, I have been raised together with Christ, and seated in
the Heavens with Him. How amazing! I am seated with Christ in Heavenly
places! What a bounty of love, what abundance of grace You have displayed!

Through these irreplaceable gifts toward us, Your children, You have displayed
to all future generations the greatness of Your free grace, through Your kind‐
ness and goodness of heart toward us in Christ Jesus.

I ask, Wonderful Father, that You release wisdom and understanding within
my heart, mind, and spirit, to fully know all the riches of Your grace. May I
come to know the depths of Your kindness, and come to see the plan in Your
heart, so that I may fully partake in all that You have paid for through the
precious blood of Your Son, Jesus. It gave You great joy to give this grace, so I
want to receive it with joy, that I may be radiant with Your grace, and display
to the world what a kind, good Father You are. In Christ, the Beloved, I pray.
Amen.
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T H E  G R A C E  E X C H A N G E

2 Corinthians 8:9, 2 Corinthians 5:21, John 3:16,
1 Peter 2:24, Isaiah 53:5, John 19:30

2 Corinthians 8:9

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet
for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become
rich. (NASB)

For you are becoming progressively acquainted with and recognizing more
strongly and clearly the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (His kindness, His
gracious generosity, His undeserved favor and spiritual blessing), [in] that
though He was [so very] rich, yet for your sakes He became [so very] poor, in
order that by His poverty you might become enriched (abundantly supplied).
(AMPC)

2 Corinthians 5:21

God caused the one who didn’t know sin to be sin for our sake so that through
him we could become the righteousness of God. (CEB)
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For our sake He made Christ [virtually] to be sin Who knew no sin, so that in
and through Him we might become [endued with, viewed as being in, and
examples of] the righteousness of God [what we ought to be, approved and
acceptable and in right relationship with Him, by His goodness]. (AMPC) [… by
His gracious lovingkindness]. (AMP)

John 3:16

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. (NIV)

For God so greatly loved and dearly prized the world that He [even] gave up
His only begotten (unique) Son, so that whoever believes in (trusts in, clings
to, relies on) Him shall not perish (come to destruction, be lost) but have
eternal (everlasting) life. (AMPC)

1 Peter 2:24

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree; so that, having died to sins, we
might live for righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. (CSB)

He took our sins on himself, giving his body to be nailed on the tree, so that we,
being dead to sin, might have a new life in righteousness, and by his wounds
we have been made well. (BBE)

… He Himself brought our sins in His body up on the cross … (NASB) He
personally carried our sins in His body on the cross [willingly offering Himself
on it, as on an altar of sacri"ce], so that we might die to sin [becoming immune
from the penalty and power of sin] and live for righteousness … (AMP) … by
whose stripes you were healed. (NKJV)

Isaiah 53:5

But he was pierced for our rebellion,
crushed for our sins.
He was beaten so we could be whole.
He was whipped so we could be healed. (NLT)
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But he was pierced for our transgressions;
he was crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
and with his wounds we are healed. (ESV)

But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our guilt and
iniquities; the chastisement [needful to obtain] peace and well-being for us
was upon Him, and with the stripes [that wounded] Him we are healed and
made whole. (AMPC)

John 19:30

When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is !nished.” … (NIV) … “[com‐
pleted; accomplished].” … (EXB) … All is done. And with his head bent he gave
up his spirit. (BBE)

PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Gracious Heavenly Father, through Your revelation by the Holy Spirit, I am
becoming more and more acquainted with the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
Your Son. Thank You for enabling me to recognize, with greater clarity and
strength, Your kindness, Your gracious generosity, Your undeserved favor and
spiritual blessing, and the power of this grace You have so freely bestowed
upon us. I ask that, by that same grace and revelation, I would come to know it
even deeper now.

Father, I stand in awe at Your amazing love. You so greatly loved the world –
You so dearly prized us – that You even gave up Your only begotten Son for us.
You did this for us, so that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have
everlasting life. This grace takes my breath away.

Jesus, what a sacri!ce, too holy, too powerful for words! Oh Holy Spirit, give
me revelation, help me to encounter and embrace the power of the Cross of
Jesus Christ. Help me to know, by intimately encountering You, the depths of
what truly happened there. Jesus, I cling to You as my Savior! I rely on You, and
I trust in You. You rescued me from destruction. I am no longer lost. I am found
in You.
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Jesus, You lived in the abundant riches of Heaven’s wealth. Yet, You put it all
aside for my sake, and became so very poor, so that through Your poverty I
might become rich, and abundantly supplied by Your grace.

You knew no sin at all, yet the Father caused You to actually be sin for my sake,
so that in and through You I might become the righteousness of God. In the
great exchange at the Cross of Christ, You took my sin, and gave me Your right‐
eousness. I have become endued with righteousness. I am set right, I am
approved and accepted by God, and made what I ought to be. All because
of You.

You actually brought our sins in Your body up on the Cross, willingly offering
Yourself on it, as on an altar of sacri#ce. Now, we are dead to sin, and alive with
a new life in righteousness.

Jesus, on the Cross, You uttered the words, “it is #nished,” signifying the entire
work of salvation had been completed by You. Sin and all its effects were taken
on by You completely, and in You, there is immunity from the penalty and
power of sin. By Your stripes – by Your wounds – we have been healed!

Jesus, You were beaten so we could be whole. You were whipped so we could
be healed. The crushing and piercing You endured for our sins were fully suf#‐
cient for us in bringing us complete peace and well-being!

The healing and wholeness for my entire being – body, soul and spirit – have
been purchased completely, accomplished and #nished, at the Cross of Christ.
By His wounds, I have been made whole! Father, I thank You for this miracu‐
lous truth, and I ask that You cause me to know the truth deeper still.

Father, this was all Your doing, from Your goodness and Your gracious loving-
kindness. Thank You for the immeasurable gift of Your Son, and eternal life
through Him. In His name, I pray. Amen.
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S AV E D  B Y  G R A C E  A L O N E

Ephesians 1:7-8, Romans 3:23-24,
Ephesians 2:8-9, Titus 3:4-8

Ephesians 1:7-8

In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins,
according to the riches of His grace, which He made to abound toward us …
(NKJV)

… according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom
and insight. (ESV) … through the wealth of his grace, which he gave us in full
measure in all wisdom and care. (BBE)

We have been ransomed through his Son’s blood, and we have forgiveness for
our failures based on his over"owing grace, which he poured over us with
wisdom and understanding. (CEB)
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Romans 3:23-24

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; Being justi!ed freely by
his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. (KJV)

… but all are treated as righteous freely by his grace because of a ransom that
was paid by Christ Jesus. (CEB)

… [All] are justi!ed and made upright and in right standing with God, freely
and gratuitously by His grace (His unmerited favor and mercy), through the
redemption which is [provided] in Christ Jesus (AMPC)

Ephesians 2:8-9

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is
the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. (NKJV)

… you have been saved by grace through believing [faith]. You did not save
yourselves; it was a gift from God. It was not the result of your own efforts
[works], so you cannot [no one can] brag about it [boast]. (EXB)

For it is by grace [God’s remarkable compassion and favor drawing you to
Christ] that you have been saved [actually delivered from judgment and given
eternal life] through faith. And this [salvation] is not of yourselves [not
through your own effort], but it is the [undeserved, gracious] gift of God; not
as a result of [your] works [nor your attempts to keep the Law], so that no one
will [be able to] boast or take credit in any way [for his salvation]. (AMP)

Titus 3:4-8

But “when God our savior’s kindness and love appeared, he saved us because
of his mercy, not because of righteous things we had done. He did it through
the washing of new birth and the renewing by the Holy Spirit, which God
poured out upon us generously through Jesus Christ our savior. So, since we
have been made righteous by his grace, we can inherit the hope for eternal
life.” This saying is reliable … (CEB)
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But when the kindness and love [love of humanity] of God our Savior was
shown [appeared; was revealed], he saved us because of his mercy. It was not
because of good deeds we did to be right with him [or righteous deeds we did].
He saved us through the washing that made us new people [of new-birth/re‐
generation and renewal] through [by] the Holy Spirit. God poured out richly
[generously; abundantly] upon us that Holy Spirit through Jesus Christ our
Savior. Being […so that having been] made right with God [justi"ed; declared
righteous] by his grace, we could have the hope of receiving [become heirs
with the hope/expectation of] the life that never ends [eternal life].
This teaching is true [saying/word is trustworthy] … (EXB)

… so that we would be justi"ed [made free of the guilt of sin] by His [compas‐
sionate, undeserved] grace, and that we would be [acknowledged as accept‐
able to Him and] made heirs of eternal life [actually experiencing it] according
to our hope (His guarantee). This is a faithful and trustworthy saying. (AMP)

PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Oh Righteous and Merciful Heavenly Father; my God, and my Savior! Your
kindness and love for humanity have appeared and have been fully revealed
through Your Son Jesus!

You saved us, not because of any good things we have done, but because of
Your great mercy. You came to our rescue because of the great love with which
You loved us.

We all sinned, and we came short of Your glory. However, by Your grace,
through the redemption provided in Him and ransom He paid, I have been
freely and completely justi"ed. You have gratuitously and generously given me
Your grace, favor and mercy. I have right standing with You, and I have been
made upright.

In Christ, I have redemption through His blood, and the forgiveness of all my
sins and failures. This priceless gift – all that is in Christ – is mine, with no
limits! Yes, it comes through the in"nite wealth of Your grace, which You
lavished on me, poured out over me, and gave me in full measure, in all
wisdom, care, and understanding. Your grace is over$owing and it abounds
toward me!
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Father, I thank You for Your unfathomable gift: I have been saved by grace,
through believing in Christ and His !nished work. It is by Your remarkable
compassion, and Your favor drawing me to Christ, that I was actually delivered
from all sin and judgment, and given eternal life. It is an undeserved, gracious
gift from You, Father. It was not given as a result of my own merit, nor my
works or attempts to keep the Law, so I take no credit. I have been saved by
grace alone, through faith.

You saved me through the new birth, and the renewing by the Holy Spirit,
which You poured out upon me generously and abundantly through Jesus
Christ, our Savior. By the Holy Spirit, I have been washed, made into a new
person, regenerated and renewed, and brought to new life. I have been
declared righteous, made free from sin and the guilt of sin, and accepted into
Your arms, by Your compassionate, undeserved grace. I have been made an
heir, inheriting the hope of eternal life, and actually experiencing it by the
Spirit of God.

Father, I thank You that this is a faithful and trustworthy saying. This teaching
is true.

Oh Father, I surrender to the overwhelming deluge of grace upon grace! And I
rejoice! For there is absolutely nothing I can boast about in my salvation. I did
nothing to save myself. I cannot even boast in my faith, for all is a gift from
Your hands. My very life, the breath in my lungs I have used to speak Your
name, and my new life in Christ … all are from Your hands, Father. Nothing
came from me. It is all of You, to Your glory!

Father, I am so happy to be called Your child, and set free, by Your grace. I pray
You would open my heart to these truths, and establish me in the joy of salva‐
tion in Christ Jesus, and the riches of Your grace. I pray all this in His wonderful
name, Amen.
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Colossians 2:6-7, Acts 11:23, Acts 13:43, Hebrews 13:7-9

Colossians 2:6-7

Therefore, as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, having
been !rmly rooted and now being built up in Him and established in your
faith, just as you were instructed, and over"owing with gratitude. (NASB)

And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to
follow him. Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on
him. Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught, and you
will over"ow with thankfulness. (NLT)

As you have therefore received Christ, [even] Jesus the Lord, [so] walk (regulate
your lives and conduct yourselves) in union with and conformity to Him.
Have the roots [of your being] !rmly and deeply planted [in Him, !xed and
founded in Him], being continually built up in Him, becoming increasingly
more con!rmed and established in the faith, just as you were taught, and
abounding and over"owing in it with thanksgiving. (AMPC)
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Acts 11:23

Then when he arrived and witnessed the grace of God, he rejoiced and began
to encourage them all with resolute heart to remain true to the Lord (NASB)

When he arrived and saw what grace (favor) God was bestowing upon them,
he was full of joy; and he continuously exhorted (warned, urged, and encour‐
aged) them all to cleave unto and remain faithful to and devoted to the Lord
with [resolute and steady] purpose of heart. (AMPC)

Acts 13:43

Now when the congregation had broken up, many of the Jews and devout
proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, who, speaking to them, persuaded
them to continue in the grace of God. (NKJV)

… Paul and Barnabas were persuading them to continue trusting in God’s
grace. (EXB) … who talked to them and urged them to continue [to trust them‐
selves to and to stand fast] in the grace (the unmerited favor and blessing) of
God. (AMPC)

… and the two men urged them to continue to rely on the grace of God. (NLT) …
who put before them how important it was to keep on in the grace of God.
(BBE) … to remain faithful to the message of God’s grace. (CEB)

Hebrews 13:7-9

Remember your leaders who taught you the word of God. Think of all the good
that has come from their lives, and follow the example of their faith.

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. So do not be attracted by
strange, new ideas. Your strength comes from God’s grace, not from rules
about food, which don’t help those who follow them. (NLT)

… Don’t be carried away by various and strange teachings, for it is good that
the heart be established by grace, not by food … (WEB)
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… for it is good for the heart to be established and ennobled and strengthened
by means of grace (God’s favor and spiritual blessing) … (AMPC) … for [it is]
good that the heart be con!rmed with grace … (DARBY)

PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Heavenly Father, I thank You for Your abundant grace, which is the source of
my salvation – and my life in Christ – from start to !nish. It is by the grace and
the Spirit of God, through faith, that I entered into life in Christ, and not by the
"esh. And it is by the same grace and Spirit of God, through faith in You, that I
!nish and continue my journey with You, and complete the good purposes
that You have laid out for me to accomplish.

I received Christ Jesus the Lord by grace through faith. I accepted Him, and
now by Your Spirit and grace which enables me, I continue to follow Him and
walk in Him. Father, I thank You for placing me in Christ. I ask You to renew
my mind and thinking, and reveal to me the wonder of the union I have in
Him, that I may conduct myself as one with Him, building my life upon Christ,
in step with Him, and transformed into Your way of being.

Thank You for !rmly planting me in Christ. I allow my roots to go down deep,
!xed and founded in Christ, and I allow You to continually build me up in Him.
In Your Spirit and grace, I am becoming increasingly more con!rmed and
established in my faith. Father, teach me how to partner with You, and
surrender to Your instruction, that my faith would grow strong in the truth I
was taught. My heart over"ows with thankfulness for Your caring leadership,
and the growth that I get to experience, out of the fullness of Your grace and
truth!

Witnessing your grace and favor in action causes ecstatic rejoicing! Your grace
is so amazing! Father, I hear the heartfelt encouragement, sincere exhortation,
and even urgent warning of Your servants in Scripture, to cleave unto and
remain devoted to the Lord Jesus and Your grace. Father, I ask that You increase
in me a resolute and steady purpose of heart, to remain true to You, and
faithful to the word of Your grace. Show me how to not just trust in Your grace
at the start of my faith journey, but all throughout.

So, I continue in the grace of God. I continue to rely on Your grace, Father,
through Jesus Christ. I daily trust myself to, abide and stand fast in Your grace,
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favor and blessing, which I received apart from any merit. In Your strength, I
remain faithful to Your message of grace.

I remember the leaders who taught me the word of God, along with the apos‐
tles of Jesus Christ who wrote the message down by the Spirit of God. I think of
their radical faith, how they were called by Your grace, and gave themselves to
Your gospel. I meditate on all the good that came from their lives. Jesus Christ
is the same yesterday, today, and forever. The message of grace is pure and
true, and will never change. My strength comes from Your grace, not by
following rules about food, or other strange teachings which try to add to Your
word.

Father, keep my heart pure and guarded from strange, new ideas. It is good for
my heart to be established by grace. Yes, my heart is ennobled and strength‐
ened and con"rmed by means of Your grace, by Your Spirit, and Your favor and
spiritual blessing.

I thank You that You give me the power by the Holy Spirit to continue
following the Lord in grace. Grant me the wisdom to discern teachings that
come my way, that I may stay on Your path, which I entered into by the grace
of God. Strengthen me in Christ, and deeply root my faith in Him, giving me a
bold con"dence in Your grace. It is through Him, and by faith in His name that
I pray, Amen!
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T R I A L S

1 Peter 5:10, 2 Corinthians 12:9, 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17,
Philippians 4:13, 2 Timothy 2:1

1 Peter 5:10

The God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself
restore, establish, strengthen, and support you after you have suffered a little
while. (CSB)

And after you suffer for a short time [or a little], God, who gives all grace, will
make everything right [ restore you]. He will make you strong and support you
and keep you from falling. He called you to share in his glory in Christ, a glory
that will continue forever [ into his eternal glory in Christ]. (EXB)

… the God of all grace [Who imparts all blessing and favor], Who has called you
to His [own] eternal glory in Christ Jesus, will Himself complete and make you
what you ought to be, establish and ground you securely, and strengthen, and
settle you. (AMPC) … and make you strong, "rm and steadfast. (NIV)
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John 16:33

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world
you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” (NIV)

I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have [perfect] peace and
con!dence. In the world you have tribulation and trials and distress and frus‐
tration; but be of good cheer [take courage; be con!dent, certain, undaunted]!
For I have overcome the world. [I have deprived it of power to harm you and
have conquered it for you.] (AMPC)

… In the world you have distress. But be encouraged! I have conquered the
world. (CEB)

… but be courageous [be con!dent, be undaunted, be !lled with joy]; I have
overcome the world.” [My conquest is accomplished, My victory abiding.]
(AMP)

2 Corinthians 12:9

But he said to me, “My grace is suf!cient for you, for my power is made perfect
in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so
that the power of Christ may rest upon me. (ESV) … so that the power of Christ
may dwell in me. (NASB) … so that the power of Christ can work through
me. (NLT)

But He said to me, My grace (My favor and loving-kindness and mercy) is
enough for you [suf!cient against any danger and enables you to bear the
trouble manfully]; for My strength and power are made perfect (ful!lled and
completed) and show themselves most effective in [your] weakness. Therefore,
I will all the more gladly glory in my weaknesses and in!rmities, that the
strength and power of Christ (the Messiah) may rest (yes, may pitch a tent
over and dwell) upon me! (AMPC)
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2 Thessalonians 2:16-17

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our God and Father, who has
loved us and given us everlasting consolation and good hope by grace, comfort
your hearts and establish you in every good word and work. (NKJV)

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and
through his grace gave us eternal comfort [encouragement] and a good hope,
encourage [comfort] you and strengthen you in every good thing you do and
say. (EXB)

… May he encourage your hearts and … (CEB) [make them steadfast and keep
them unswerving] in every good work and word. (AMPC)

Philippians 4:13

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. (NKJV)

I can endure all these things through the power of the one who gives me
strength. (CEB)

I can do all things [which He has called me to do] through Him who
strengthens and empowers me [to ful"ll His purpose—I am self-suf"cient in
Christ’s suf"ciency; I am ready for anything and equal to anything through
Him who infuses me with inner strength and con"dent peace.] (AMP)

2 Timothy 2:1

So, my child, draw your strength from the grace that is in Christ Jesus. (CEB)

So you, my son, be strong [constantly strengthened] and empowered in the
grace that is [to be found only] in Christ Jesus. (AMP)
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PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Heavenly Father, You are the God of all grace, who imparts all blessing and
favor! You have called me to Your own eternal glory in Christ Jesus, to share in
this glory that will continue forever!

When times of trouble come, help me to remember the words of Jesus Christ,
which He spoke to us so that in Him, we may have perfect peace and con!‐
dence. In this world I will encounter trouble. Yes, this world comes with
having tribulation, trials, distress and frustration at times. But I thank You,
Father, that there is a greater reality in Christ!

Yes, I know I can take heart, for Christ has overcome the world. Jesus, You have
deprived the world of power to harm me, and You have conquered the world
for me. Your conquest is accomplished! Your victory is abiding! Therefore, I
take courage, and I let myself !ll up with good cheer. In Christ’s glorious,
eternal victory, I am encouraged, con!dent, certain, and undaunted. I am
courageous! I am !lled with joy!

Suffering may come, but I thank You, Perfect Father, that after a short time,
You will Yourself complete me. You establish me and ground me securely. You
strengthen and settle me. You support me and keep me from falling. You make
me what I ought to be. You make me strong, !rm and steadfast. You make
everything right and restore me. How great and marvelous You are!

Father, I thank You, for Your grace is suf!cient for me. Your strength and power
are made perfect, ful!lled and completed, and show themselves most effective
in my weakness. Your grace, favor, loving-kindness and mercy are enough for
me. They are suf!cient against any danger, and they enable me to bear any
trouble manfully. Your grace completes me.

So I boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses and human limitations, so that
the strength and power of Christ may rest upon me, dwell within me, and can
work through me mightily!

I can endure anything, and do all things which You have called me to do,
through Christ who gives me strength. Jesus, You empower me to ful!ll Your
purpose, by the life-giving power of the Holy Spirit! I am self-suf!cient in
Christ’s suf!ciency. I am ready for anything, and equal to anything through
Christ, who infuses me with inner strength and con!dent peace. I draw my
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strength from the grace that is found only in You, Jesus. Yes, Lord Jesus, I am
constantly strengthened in Your grace.

I surrender my life to You, Lord Jesus! I open my innermost being to You, Holy
Spirit! I give You my heart, my God and my Father, for You have loved me and
given me everlasting consolation, and good hope, by Your grace!

I am con!dent that You Yourself will now comfort my heart and establish me
in every good word and work. I ask, Father, by the power of Your grace and
Spirit, in everything I do and say, for You to encourage my heart, strengthen
me, make me steadfast and keep me unswerving. By the glorious grace of Jesus
Christ, and in His name, I pray. Amen!
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Hebrews 4:15-16, James 4:6, Psalm 51:1,
Lamentations 3:22-23, Psalm 13:5, 1 John 4:16,

1 Corinthians 13:4-8

Hebrews 4:15-16

… Let us then with con!dence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may
receive mercy and !nd grace to help in time of need. (ESV)

… We may come near, then, with freedom, to the throne of the grace, that we
may receive kindness, and !nd grace — for seasonable help. (YLT)

For we do not have a High Priest who is unable to sympathize and understand
our weaknesses and temptations, but One who has been tempted [knowing
exactly how it feels to be human] in every respect as we are, yet without [com‐
mitting any] sin.

Therefore let us [with privilege] approach the throne of grace [that is, the
throne of God’s gracious favor] with con!dence and without fear, so that we
may receive mercy [for our failures] and !nd [His amazing] grace to help in

126



F I N D I N G  H I S  A M A Z I N G  G R AC E  TO  H E LP  I N  T I M E  O F N E E D

time of need [an appropriate blessing, coming just at the right moment].
(AMP)

… So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive
his mercy, and we will !nd grace to help us when we need it most. (NLT)

James 4:6

But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: “God resists the proud, but gives
grace to the humble.” (NKJV)

… but gives grace [continually] to the lowly (those who are humble enough to
receive it). (AMPC)

But He gives us more and more grace [through the power of the Holy Spirit to
defy sin and live an obedient life that re#ects both our faith and our gratitude
for our salvation]. Therefore, it says, “God is opposed to the proud and
haughty, but [continually] gives [the gift of] grace to the humble [who turn
away from self-righteousness].” (AMP)

Psalm 51:1

Be gracious to me, God,
according to Your faithful love;
according to Your abundant compassion,
blot out my rebellion. (HCSB)

… out of a full heart, take away my sin. (BBE)

Lamentations 3:22-23

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases;
his mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness. (ESV)

… his mercies begin afresh each morning. (NLT)
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… His [tender] compassions fail not. They are new every morning; great and
abundant is Your stability and faithfulness. (AMPC)

Psalm 13:5

But I have trusted in Your faithful love; my heart will rejoice in Your deliver‐
ance. (HCSB)

But I trust in your unfailing love. I will rejoice because you have rescued
me. (NLT)

But I have trusted, leaned on, and been con#dent in Your mercy and loving-
kindness; my heart shall rejoice and be in high spirits in Your salvation.
(AMPC)

I trust [have con#dence] in your love [loyalty; covenant love]. My heart is
happy [rejoices] because you saved me [of your victory/salvation]. (EXB)

1 John 4:16

And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and
he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him. (NKJV)

And we know (understand, recognize, are conscious of, by observation and by
experience) and believe (adhere to and put faith in and rely on) the love God
cherishes for us. God is love, and he who dwells and continues in love dwells
and continues in God, and God dwells and continues in him. (AMPC)

We know how much God loves us, and we have put our trust in his love. God is
love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. (NLT)

… God is love, and the one who remains in love remains in God … (NASB)
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1 Corinthians 13:4-8

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.
It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it
keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the
truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

Love never fails… (NIV)

Love endures with patience and serenity, love is kind and thoughtful, and is
not jealous or envious; love does not brag and is not proud or arrogant. It is not
rude; it is not self-seeking, it is not provoked [nor overly sensitive and easily
angered]; it does not take into account a wrong endured. It does not rejoice at
injustice, but rejoices with the truth [when right and truth prevail]. Love bears
all things [regardless of what comes], believes all things [looking for the best in
each one], hopes all things [remaining steadfast during dif!cult times],
endures all things [without weakening].

Love never fails [it never fades nor ends]… (AMP)

PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Oh Merciful Creator and Heavenly Father! How abundant is Your grace; how
steadfast is Your love! Your tender compassions fail not, they never cease! Your
mercies never come to an end! They are new every morning. Yes, Your mercies
begin afresh each day. Great and abundant is Your stability, and Your faith‐
fulness.

I trust in Your unfailing, faithful love. I am con!dent in Your mercy and loving-
kindness, in Your loyalty and Your covenant love. So, Abba Father, I lean on
You, and fall into Your arms, giving You all my weight and my complete trust.
My heart is so happy because You have saved me! My heart shall rejoice and be
in the highest spirits because of Your salvation and deliverance. You have won
it all for me! Yes, Jesus, You have the victory!

Father, I thank You with a humble heart. I did nothing to deserve all of this, but
You are gracious to me, according to Your faithful love. According to Your
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abundant compassion, You have blotted out my rebellion. Out of a full heart,
You take away my sin.

You love me so much, Father. You cherish and adore me. I have known and
experienced, and I put my trust in Your love. And I see, Father, that You Your‐
self are love. As I abide in Your love, I abide in You, and You abide in me. I live in
love, I live in God, and God lives in me. What an astounding reality.

You are love, and love is patient and kind. This means that You, Father, are
patient and kind by nature. Father, I thank You that You endure, with patience
and serenity. You are kind and thoughtful. You are not easily angered, and You
keep no record of wrongs. My record of wrongs was nailed to the cross of
Christ! You do not rejoice at injustice, but You rejoice with the truth. And I
rejoice with You, the truth of Christ sets me free: from sin and all its effects!

You always protect, and You bear all things. You believe all things, and look for
the best in each of Your children. You always hope and remain steadfast in
dif#cult times. You always persevere, enduring all things without weakening.
Father, You never fail. You and Your love never fade or end. How wonderful it is
to rest in the truth of Your unfailing love, Your abundant grace, and Your pure
heart. How blissful it is to rest in You!

Jesus, Son of God, You have the victory! You have passed through the heavens,
and have #nished the work of redemption on my behalf. You also fully lived
the human life, so You know exactly how it feels to be tempted in every way,
and You are able to sympathize with our weaknesses. Yet, You were without
sin. Jesus, our High Priest, how holy and beautiful You are! How gracious and
understanding! You are the Way, the Truth, and the Life!

I thank You that I may draw near to You with con#dence. What privilege You
have bestowed upon me! I may come boldly with freedom, and without fear, to
the throne of grace. I ask You, by the Holy Spirit, that You remind me of this
precious truth constantly, so that I may come freely, to receive kindness and
mercy, and to #nd Your amazing grace to help in time of need. There, I may
always #nd the appropriate blessing, coming at just the right moment, and
grace to help me when I need it most.

And You always give more grace! How breathtakingly powerful this is! Father,
true humility is found in fully accepting Your gift, and not being too proud to
receive, or trying to prove our own worth by attempting to merit your grace
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through self-righteousness. I turn away from all self-righteousness. You give
grace because it’s who You are. In Christ, You have given it all. I turn away from
pride, and confess boldly: it is not by my works or merit that I can come to Your
throne of grace. It is purely through Your Beloved Son, in whom I have trusted!

You give the gift of grace continually to the humble, to those who know they
need grace. I know that I need Your grace, and I know You give it in abundance.
So I receive it now, even more abundantly! You give more and more grace,
every moment without ceasing, through the power of the Holy Spirit. Your
unending grace empowers me to defy sin and live an obedient life that re!ects
my faith and gratitude for salvation. You empower me by Your grace to live the
new life in Christ!

If there is any way, Father, that I have believed Your grace is limited, or that I
have to earn it… if there is any way I have been leaning on my own self-right‐
eousness, or have forgotten the joy of my salvation in Christ… if there is any
way I am not experiencing the boldness to come before Your throne of grace
which You have given me freely, if I am afraid to ask You for help or mercy
when I need it most… I ask for You to reveal these places in my heart, and heal
my understanding, so that I may walk in the fullness of life in Christ Jesus, by
Your amazing grace. I boldly pray all this in the name of Jesus, Amen!
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O F G O D

Romans 6:14, Titus 2:11-12, Jude 1:24-25, 1 John 2:1-2,
Micah 7:19, Hebrews 8:12, 1 Peter 2:24,

Romans 6:2, Hebrews 12:1-2, Philippians 3:12-16

Romans 6:14

For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under
grace. (NKJV)

Sin is no longer your master, for you no longer live under the requirements of
the law. Instead, you live under the freedom of God’s grace. (NLT)

For sin will no longer be a master over you, since you are not under Law [as
slaves], but under [unmerited] grace [as recipients of God’s favor and mercy].
(AMP)

For sin will not rule over you … (CSB)
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Titus 2:11-12

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us
to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled,
upright, and godly lives in the present age. (ESV)

For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches
us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions … (NIV) … It educates us so
that we can live sensible, ethical, and godly lives right now … (CEB) … We
should live in this evil world with wisdom, righteousness, and devotion to
God. (NLT)

… It teaches [trains; disciplines] us to turn away from [reject; deny] ungodly
living and the evil things the world wants to do [or worldly desires; sinful plea‐
sures]. Instead, that grace teaches us to live in the present age in a wise [self-
controlled] and right [upright; just] way and in a way that shows we serve God
[godly manner]. (EXB)

… It has trained us to reject and renounce all ungodliness (irreligion) and
worldly (passionate) desires, to live discreet (temperate, self-controlled),
upright, devout (spiritually whole) lives in this present world. (AMPC)

Jude 1:24-25

Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, And to present you fault‐
less Before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, To God our Savior,
Who alone is wise, Be glory and majesty, Dominion and power, Both now and
forever. Amen. (NKJV)

Now to him who is able to keep you from falling, and to give you a place in his
glory, free from all evil, with great joy … (BBE)

Now to Him Who is able to keep you without stumbling or slipping or falling,
and to present [you] unblemished (blameless and faultless) before the pres‐
ence of His glory in triumphant joy and exultation [with unspeakable, ecstatic
delight] … (AMPC)
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1 John 2:1-2

My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody
does sin, we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous
One. He is the atoning sacri!ce for our sins, and not only for ours but also for
the sins of the whole world. (NIV)

Micah 7:19

He will again have compassion on us; he will tread our iniquities underfoot.
You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea. (ESV)

… He will vanquish our iniquities … (HCSB) … He will subdue and tread under‐
foot our wickedness [destroying sin’s power] … (AMP)

… and you will send all our sins down into the heart of the sea. (BBE)

You will have mercy [compassion] on us again; you will conquer our sins. You
will throw away [hurl; cast] all our sins into the deepest part [depths] of the
sea. (EXB)

Hebrews 8:12

“For I will be merciful and gracious toward their wickedness,
And I will remember their sins no more.” (AMP)

And I will forgive their wickedness,
and I will never again remember their sins. (NLT)

1 Peter 2:24

He personally carried our sins in His body on the cross [willingly offering
Himself on it, as on an altar of sacri!ce], so that we might die to sin [becoming
immune from the penalty and power of sin] and live for righteousness; for by
His wounds you [who believe] have been healed. (AMP)
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Romans 6:2

… We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? (NIV)

Hebrews 12:1-2

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the
life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin
that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set
before us. We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates
and perfects our faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross,
disregarding its shame. Now he is seated in the place of honor beside God’s
throne. (NLT)

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses [who by
faith have testi!ed to the truth of God’s absolute faithfulness] … (AMP)

… let us strip off and throw aside every encumbrance (unnecessary weight)
and that sin which so readily (deftly and cleverly) clings to and entangles us,
and let us run with patient endurance and steady and active persistence the
appointed course of the race that is set before us,

Looking away [from all that will distract] to Jesus, Who is the Leader and the
Source of our faith [giving the !rst incentive for our belief] and is also its
Finisher [bringing it to maturity and perfection]. He, for the joy [of obtaining
the prize] that was set before Him, endured the cross, despising and ignoring
the shame, and is now seated at the right hand of the throne of God. (AMPC)

Philippians 3:12-16

Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but
I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers
and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I
do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on
toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in
Christ Jesus.
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All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on
some point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. Only let
us live up to what we have already attained. (NIV)

PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Invincible Heavenly Father, You have won the complete victory over sin! I
thank You for Your uncontainable compassion You have for us; Your unlimited
mercy and grace that You have poured upon us over and again; and Your
unstoppable power with which You defeated sin, death and the enemy of our
souls!

Through Christ, and His !nished work, You conquered our sins, and You tread
them underfoot. You subdued our wickedness. You vanquished our iniquity.
You destroyed sin’s power for good. Almighty God, You are unmatched! All
glory to God and His triumphant, amazing grace through Jesus Christ!

I thank You, Father, for You have thrown all our sins into the deepest parts of
the sea. You have sent them down into the depths forever. Jesus personally
carried all our sins in His body on the Cross, willingly offering Himself on it, as
on an altar of sacri!ce. He did this so we would die to sin and live for right‐
eousness.

In You, Jesus, I enter into a supernatural immunity from the penalty and power
of sin. I believe in Your matchless power, which works mightily in me by the
Holy Spirit. I ask to be more deeply grounded in Your Heavenly reality, so that I
may experience it more fully in my life here on earth! By Your wounds, I have
truly been healed!

In You, Jesus, sin is no longer my master, for I no longer live under the require‐
ments of the law as a slave. Instead, I live under the freedom of Your grace! As a
recipient of Your free unmerited favor, Your mercy, Your glorious grace, and
empowering Holy Spirit: sin will not rule over me, nor any longer have any
dominion over me. I have died to sin! How could I live any longer in it? I am
saved and set free, and now, I live unto righteousness through the free gift of
grace!

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people. Grace
disciplines me to reject and renounce all ungodliness, worldly passions and
desires, and sinful pleasures. Grace teaches me to turn away from ungodly
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living, and to say “no” to the evil things the world wants to do. Grace trains
me, so that in this present age, I am equipped to live a life that is wise, self-
controlled, sensible, upright, just, devout, godly, and spiritually whole. Grace
enables me to live with wisdom, righteousness, and devotion to God; and to
live in a way that shows I serve the God of grace, with passion and delight!

Thank You, Father, for placing me in Christ. In Him, through the power of the
Holy Spirit, You are able to keep me from stumbling, slipping or falling. What a
marvelous truth! You are able to present me faultless, unblemished and blame‐
less before the presence of Your glory in triumphant joy and exultation. You are
able to give me a place in Your glory, free from all evil. In Your glory, I am "lled
with perfect peace, and unspeakable, ecstatic delight!

With man this may be impossible; but I thank You, Father, that with You, all
things are possible! You paid dearly so that I could live victorious and trans‐
formed, living a whole new life in Christ! In Him, You’ve given me all I need! It
is not by my might nor power, but by Your all-suf"cient grace and the power of
the Holy Spirit.

You are always faithful, and have always been faithful. I am surrounded by
such a great cloud of witnesses, who, by faith, have testi"ed to the truth of
Your absolute faithfulness. The testimony of Your faithfulness echoes through
all time! This is who You are!

If there is anything I am holding onto which gets in the way of experiencing
Heaven’s reality, Father, I pray that You would reveal this to me, so that I may
cast it aside, and run my race without hindrance. Help me to realize – with joy,
peace, freedom and clarity – that any sin is just unnecessary weight that only
entangles and slows me down. Teach me to throw aside all distractions and
super$uous weight, Holy Spirit. I believe that in Christ, You have set me free
already, so I pray for Your freedom to fully manifest in my life, here and now.

Jesus, I press on to take hold of that for which You took hold of me. Help me to
forget what is behind me. You remember my sins no more, so help me to let go,
forget them, and forgive as You have forgiven, in the over$ow Your mercy and
grace! Jesus, You took sin, along with all its shame and guilt, onto the Cross
with You. So I surrender all sin, guilt and shame to You, Jesus.

If I do stumble along the way, Lord Jesus, I have You as my advocate in the
presence of the Father, and You restore me to my feet. You are the Righteous
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One, and the atoning sacri!ce for our sins. You died to take away not only my
sins, but also the sins of the whole world!

So, Father, in the freedom and strength of Your grace through Jesus, may I
leave what is behind, and run toward what is ahead. I receive Your insight and
grace to make things right that I need to make right, and to wholeheartedly
live the holy life for which You’ve chosen me! I fully embrace You Jesus, for You
have fully embraced me!

Father, I press on toward the joy set before me, toward the Heavenly prize to
which You have called me in Christ Jesus! If in any way I am thinking in a
different way, I thank You that You will make that clear to me, and empower
me to live in the fullness of grace and truth.

I thank You, Jesus, my Champion, for the supernatural strength that !lls me as
I !x my eyes on You. You are my vision and focus, as I run with patient
endurance, and active and steady persistence, on the appointed course that is
set before me. You are the Champion who both initiates and perfects my faith.
You are the source of my faith, giving the !rst incentive for my belief. At the
same time, You are also its !nisher, bringing it to maturity and perfection.

And You saw the great joy set before You, and You endured the Cross, despising
and ignoring its shame. Now You are seated in honor, at the right hand of God!
I run my race, empowered by and inspired by the victory You already won!

To God my Savior, who alone is wise, be glory and majesty, dominion and
power, both now and forever! I give all my praise to God the Father, the Holy
Spirit, and Jesus Christ! By Your in!nite power, through Your !nished work,
You have conquered sin and death on my behalf, and given me the victory by
means of Your grace. In Christ’s all-powerful name, Amen!
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Ephesians 2:4-5, Romans 6:3-4, Colossians 3:3,
1 Peter 1:23, 2 Corinthians 5:17

Ephesians 2:4-5

But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved
us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ
(by grace you have been saved) (NKJV)

But God—so rich is He in His mercy! Because of and in order to satisfy the
great and wonderful and intense love with which He loved us, Even when we
were dead (slain) by [our own] shortcomings and trespasses, He made us alive
together in fellowship and in union with Christ; [He gave us the very life of
Christ Himself, the same new life with which He quickened Him, for] it is by
grace (His favor and mercy which you did not deserve) that you are saved
(delivered from judgment and made partakers of Christ’s salvation). (AMPC)

… he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead … (NLT)
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Romans 6:3-4

Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus
have been baptized into His death? Therefore we have been buried with Him
through baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, so we too may walk in newness of life. (ESV)

… When we were baptized, we were buried with Christ and shared his [and
participated in his; into] death. So, just as Christ was raised from the dead by
the wonderful power [glorious power; glory] of the Father, we also can live a
new life. (EXB)

Colossians 3:3

For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. (NKJV)

For you died [to this world], and your [new, real] life is hidden with Christ in
God. (AMP)

For your life on earth is done, and you have a secret life with Christ in
God. (BBE)

1 Peter 1:23

For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable,
through the living and enduring word of God. (NIV)

For you have been born again [that is, reborn from above—spiritually trans‐
formed, renewed, and set apart for His purpose] not of seed which is perish‐
able but [from that which is] imperishable and immortal, that is, through the
living and everlasting word of God. (AMP)

2 Corinthians 5:17

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed
away; behold, all things have become new. (NKJV)

140



B O R N  AG A I N  I NTO  A  N E W LI F E

Therefore if anyone is in Christ [that is, grafted in, joined to Him by faith in
Him as Savior], he is a new creature [reborn and renewed by the Holy Spirit];
the old things [the previous moral and spiritual condition] have passed away.
Behold, new things have come [because spiritual awakening brings a new life].
(AMP)

This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The
old life is gone; a new life has begun! (NLT) … he is in a new world: the old
things have come to an end; they have truly become new. (BBE) … look, new
things have arrived! (CEB)

PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Wonderful and Gracious Heavenly Father! You are so rich in mercy! You have
loved us with such a great love; a wonderful and intense love! Because of Your
love, and in order to satisfy Your love, You made me alive together in fellow‐
ship in fellowship and in union with Christ. You have done in me what would
have been impossible without You.

You raised me from the dead, Father. Oh, the miracle and wonder of it! Even
when I was dead in trespasses, slain by my own shortcomings, You made me
alive together with Christ. You gave me the very life of Christ Himself, and I am
raised with Him. You gave me the same new life with which You quickened
Jesus, the resurrection life that brought Him out from the grave. What a
glorious mystery!

You saved me by Your grace, favor and mercy, which I did nothing to deserve.
You delivered me from judgment and made me a partaker of Christ’s salvation.
I have been united, grafted together with Christ by grace, through faith in Him.
Through baptism, I was buried with Him and participated in His death. In
Him, I died to this world. My old life on earth is done.

And just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory and wonderful
power of the Father, I also may walk in newness of life. I have a new life to live
in Christ! My new, real life is hidden with Christ in God. It’s a secret life, and in
order to unveil it, I set my mind on things above, where Christ is. I ask You,
Father, to reveal my new life to me.
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Father I thank You that in Christ, I have been born again! I have been reborn
from above, spiritually transformed, renewed, and set apart for Your purpose. I
was born again, not of seed which is perishable, but from that which is imper‐
ishable and immortal: through the living, enduring and everlasting word
of God!

You have said that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. I
am grafted in, joined to Him by trusting in Him as my Savior. I thank You that
in Christ, I am an entirely new kind of creation. I am reborn and renewed by
the Holy Spirit! The old things have passed away, all of the previous moral and
spiritual condition is over. All things have become new, because this spiritual
awakening brings an entirely new life.

I look up with the wonder of a child, and behold with gratitude, that I am in a
new world. All the old things have come to an end. Look, new things have
arrived! The old life is gone: a new life has begun. Father, I thank You that “all
things” means that everything has, in fact, truly become brand new. Regard‐
less of the natural world around me, there is a new world I have entered into
by the Spirit. May I walk according to the Spirit!

Father, would You open my eyes to this glorious new life? Make me know the
power of Christ and His resurrection, to which I’ve been united. Cause me to
experience the mighty working of the Holy Spirit’s power, with whom You
have #lled me, and by whom You raised Christ from the dead. And help me to
grow in this magni#cent grace by which You’ve saved me, that I may walk fully
and completely in the newness of life. In Christ’s name, I pray, Amen!
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2 Timothy 1:9, Galatians 1:15-16, Romans 1:5, Ephesians 2:10,
John 10:10, 1 Corinthians 1:9

2 Timothy 1:9

God is the one who saved and called us with a holy calling. This wasn’t based
on what we have done, but it was based on his own purpose and grace that he
gave us in Christ Jesus before time began. (CEB)

… He delivered us and saved us and called us with a holy calling [a calling that
leads to a consecrated life—a life set apart—a life of purpose], not because of
our works [or because of any personal merit—we could do nothing to earn
this], but because of His own purpose and grace [His amazing, undeserved
favor] which was granted to us in Christ Jesus before the world began [eternal
ages ago] (AMP)

Romans 1:5

We have received grace and apostleship through Him to bring about the obedi‐
ence of faith among all the nations, on behalf of His name. (HCSB)
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Through whom grace has been given to us, sending us out to make disciples to
the faith among all nations, for his name. (BBE)

Galatians 1:15-16

But even before I was born, God chose me and called me by his marvelous
grace … (NLT)

But when God, who from my mother’s womb set me apart and called me by his
grace, was pleased to reveal his Son in me, so that I could preach him among
the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with anyone. (CSB)

But when He, Who had chosen and set me apart [even] before I was born and
had called me by His grace (His undeserved favor and blessing), saw "t and
was pleased to reveal (unveil, disclose) His Son within me … (AMPC)

But when it was the good pleasure of God, by whom I was marked out even
from my mother’s body, through his grace, to give the revelation of his Son in
me … (BBE) … that I may announce him as glad tidings among the nations …
(DARBY)

Ephesians 2:10

For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we
can do the good things he planned for us long ago. (NLT)

For we are His workmanship [His own master work, a work of art], created in
Christ Jesus [reborn from above—spiritually transformed, renewed, ready to
be used] for good works, which God prepared [for us] beforehand [taking
paths which He set], so that we would walk in them [living the good life which
He prearranged and made ready for us]. (AMP)

John 10:10

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may
have life, and have it to the full. (NIV)
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The thief’s purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give them
a rich and satisfying life. (NLT)

The thief enters only to steal, kill, and destroy. I came so that they could have
life—indeed, so that they could live life to the fullest. (CEB)

… I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abun‐
dantly. (NKJV) … and have it in greater measure. (BBE)
… I came that they may have and enjoy life, and have it in abundance [to the
full, till it over#ows]. (AMP)
… I came to give life [that they might have life]—life in all its fullness [abun‐
dance]. (EXB)

1 Corinthians 1:9

God is faithful, through whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord. (WEB)

God is faithful (reliable, trustworthy, and therefore ever true to His promise,
and He can be depended on); by Him you were called into companionship and
participation with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (AMPC)

PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Father of all Goodness, You are the Magni$cent One who saved me and called
me with a holy calling. I am overtaken with ecstasy, knowing that even before I
was born, You chose me and called me by Your marvelous grace! By Your grace,
and Your undeserved favor and blessing, You marked me from my mother’s
womb. You set me part unto a consecrated life, a life of purpose. Oh how glori‐
ous, Father! You’ve always had a plan for me!

Your holy calling for me was not based on anything I had done, or because of
any personal merit. I could do nothing to earn this. It was based on Your own
purpose and grace, and Your amazing undeserved favor, which You gave us in
Christ Jesus before the world and time began.

I am bursting with gratitude, Father! For it was Your good pleasure, through
Your grace, to reveal and unveil Your Son within me. Through Your Son, I have
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received grace to be sent out to accomplish my God-given purpose in life. By
Your grace, I am empowered to announce Him as glad tidings among the
nations, bringing the light of His faith to the world, on behalf of His precious
name: to unveil Your Son as You have with me!

Father, thank You for creating me! And thank You for re-creating me anew in
Christ Jesus! I have been reborn from above, spiritually transformed and
renewed, and ready to be used for Your glory and purpose. You saved me and
called me by Your grace, for a masterful purpose, so I could do the things You
planned for me long ago.

Thank You for the wonderful intentions You had for me from before I was born,
even before time began. I am Your workmanship, Your own work of art. I am
the very masterpiece of God, created anew in Christ Jesus for good works.
Father, I trust in You as I take the paths which You set for me to walk in, living
the good life which You prearranged and made ready for me.

Jesus, I thank You for the abundant life You have given, and continually give to
me! You came so that we may have and enjoy a rich and satisfying life, living
out Your marvelous plans and gracious good will. I open my arms to receive
what You came to give, Your life in greater measure, till it over"ows! May I live
out the glorious purpose You designed especially for me, and may the thief be
kept far from my life and purpose. I surrender to Your plans and Your grace,
Jesus, that may live life to the fullest, in all its abundance, fully alive in You!

Jesus, I get to live in full companionship and fellowship with You. How
phenomenal! Father, You are so faithful. You are reliable and trustworthy, and
therefore ever true to Your promise. You can be depended on! By Your faithful‐
ness, and by Your grace, I was called into fellowship, companionship and
participation with Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Thank You for this glorious
invitation: I accept with over"owing gratitude!

Thank You for Your calling on my life. I pray that by Your grace, through Your
Holy Spirit, You would grant me wisdom and understanding of my particular
purpose and calling. Unveil Your Son within me, in glorious new ways, and
with ever-increasing clarity and assurance. Reveal to me my participation with
Jesus. Allow me to experience the fullness of life, in intimate fellowship and
companionship with You, Father, and Your Beloved Son Jesus, and the Holy
Spirit. I ask for these things in the name of Jesus Christ, Our Lord, Amen!
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1 Corinthians 15:10, 1 Corinthians 1:30-31,
Philippians 2:13, 2 Corinthians 3:5

1 Corinthians 15:10

But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed
upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not
I, but the grace of God which was with me. (KJV)

… But whatever I am now, it is all because God poured out his special favor on
me—and not without results … (NLT) … His grace which was given to me was
not futile, but I worked more than all of them … (WEB) … and God’s grace
hasn’t been for nothing … (CEB) … and his grace to me was not wasted … (EXB)

But by the grace (the unmerited favor and blessing) of God I am what I am,
and His grace toward me was not [found to be] for nothing (fruitless and
without effect). In fact, I worked harder than all of them [the apostles], though
it was not really I, but the grace (the unmerited favor and blessing) of God
which was with me. (AMPC)
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1 Corinthians 1:30-31

But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God—and
righteousness and sancti!cation and redemption—that, as it is written, “He
who glories, let him glory in the Lord.” (NKJV)

But it is from Him that you have your life in Christ Jesus … (AMPC) Because of
God you are in [united with; in relationship with] Christ Jesus … (EXB) But it is
due to Him that you are in Christ Jesus … (NASB)

God has united you with Christ Jesus. For our bene!t God made him to be
wisdom itself. Christ made us right with God; he made us pure and holy, and
he freed us from sin. Therefore, as the Scriptures say, “If you want to boast,
boast only about the Lord.” (NLT)

Philippians 2:13

For it is God who is working in you, enabling you both to desire and to work
out His good purpose. (HCSB)

God is the one who enables you both to want and to actually live out his good
purposes (CEB) … giving you the desire and the power … (NLT) … both to will
and to do for His good pleasure. (NKJV)

For it is [not your strength, but it is] God who is effectively at work in you, both
to will and to work [that is, strengthening, energizing, and creating in you the
longing and the ability to ful!ll your purpose] for His good pleasure. (AMP) …
for His good pleasure and satisfaction and delight. (AMPC)

2 Corinthians 3:5

Not that we are suf!cient of ourselves to think of anything as being from
ourselves, but our suf!ciency is from God. (NKJV)

Not that we are adequate in ourselves so as to consider anything as having
come from ourselves, but our adequacy is from God. (NASB)
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It is not that we think we are quali!ed to do anything on our own. Our quali!‐
cation comes from God. (NLT)

We are not saying that we can do this work ourselves … It is God who makes us
able to do all that we do. (EXB) … but our competence is from God. (HCSB) …
but our power and ability and suf!ciency are from God. (AMPC)

PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Wise and Wonderful Heavenly Father, I thank You for bestowing Your
inexhaustible grace upon me. You are the cause of my rejoicing, the source of
my very life, and the reason I am in Christ! It is from You that I have my life in
Christ. It is because of You that I am in relationship with Him. You are the one
who united me with Him. Therefore, if I have anything to boast about, I boast
in You alone. I lift up all the glory to You, magni!cent and gracious God!

Father, You are so abundant in grace and love. For my bene!t, You have made
Christ to be wisdom itself for me, and righteousness and sancti!cation and
redemption. You made me pure and holy, and You have freed me from sin. This
is all by Your amazing grace! Whatever I am now, it is all from You, because You
poured out Your special favor and grace upon me.

And Your grace toward me is not for nothing. It is not without effect or results.
Your grace is never wasted. No, not at all. It always produces fruit. In fact, it
invigorates me to work harder than ever, laboring abundantly. Though it is not
really I, but Your grace, favor, power and blessing which are with me!

For it is You who is working in me, enabling me both to desire and to work out
Your good pleasure. You are the one who gives me both the desire and the
power, to will and to work, enabling me both to want and to actually live out
Your good purposes. It is not my strength, but it is You effectively at work in
me. You are working in me – strengthening, energizing, and creating in me the
longing and the ability – to ful!ll my purpose in Christ, for Your good pleasure,
satisfaction and delight!

I thank You Father for Your indescribable, glorious, and wise ways! You are the
one who actually gives me my purpose, the desire to ful!ll it, and the power to
carry it out. This is all by Your amazing grace!
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Yes, by the grace of God I am what I am. It’s true, Your grace makes me who I
am! I don’t consider that I am suf!cient of myself, to think of anything as being
from myself. I confess before You that, in and of myself, I am not adequate or
quali!ed or competent to carry out the work You’ve given me to do. But in You,
I am. And indeed, I am in You! You are the one who makes me able to do all
that I do. My competence, quali!cation, adequacy, power, ability and suf!‐
ciency are from You, and I have all this in abundance!

Wow, what remarkable truths! By Your grace, and in Christ, I am completely
adequate, competent, quali!ed, powerful and able, and self-suf!cient in
Christ’s suf!ciency. In Christ, I have all wisdom, righteousness, sancti!cation,
and redemption. I have been set free from sin, and made pure and holy. Your
grace is a free gift, and it is also incredibly effective as it works in me. I have
what it takes to do the glorious, purposeful work You’ve given me to do. I have
the drive and desire to work for Your delight! I have the power to work more
abundantly than anyone in the purpose You’ve given me!

Thank You Father, for Your all-suf!cient grace, through Your Son, Jesus Christ.
I ask You to stir up Your good purposes within me; Your delight and desires;
Your abilities and strength; so that I may carry out the glorious plans You have
for me in Christ. It’s in His powerful name I pray, Amen!
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F U L L  O F  G R A C E  A N D  P OW E R

Acts 4:33, Acts 6:8, Acts 14:3, Acts 4:29-30,
Ephesians 3:7, Romans 8:11

Acts 4:33

And with great power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of
the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all. (NASB)

And with great ability and power the apostles were continuously testifying to
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace [God’s remarkable
lovingkindness and favor and goodwill] rested richly upon them all. (AMP)

… And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all (NIV) … and an abun‐
dance of grace was at work among them all. (CEB)

Acts 6:8

And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs
among the people. (ESV)
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Now Stephen, full of grace (divine blessing and favor) and power (strength and
ability) worked great wonders and signs (miracles) among the people. (AMPC)

Stephen, who stood out among the believers for the way God’s grace was at
work in his life and for his exceptional endowment with divine power … (CEB)

Acts 14:3

Therefore they spent a long time there speaking boldly with reliance upon the
Lord, who was testifying to the word of His grace, granting that signs and
wonders be performed by their hands. (NASB) … taking heart in the Lord, who
gave witness to the word of his grace by causing signs and wonders to be done
by their hands. (BBE)

[So; Therefore] Paul and Barnabas [They] stayed in Iconium a long time and
spoke bravely [or boldly] for the Lord. He showed [testi!ed; con!rmed] that
their message [word] about his grace was true by giving them the power to
work [miraculous] signs and miracles [wonders]. (EXB)

Acts 4:29-30

And now, O Lord, hear their threats, and give us, your servants, great boldness
in preaching your word. Stretch out your hand with healing power; may mirac‐
ulous signs and wonders be done through the name of your holy servant Jesus.
(NLT)

… enable your servants to speak your word with complete con!dence. (CEB) …
[full freedom] to declare Your message fearlessly … (AMPC) … Show us your
power [Stretch out your hand] to heal. Give proofs [signs] and make miracles
happen [wonders] by the power [name] of Jesus, your holy servant [or child].
(EXB)

Ephesians 3:7

I was made a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace that was given to
me by the working of His power. (HCSB)
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By God’s grace and mighty power, I have been given the privilege of serving
him by spreading this Good News. (NLT)

Romans 8:11

The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you. And just as God
raised Christ Jesus from the dead, he will give life to your mortal bodies by this
same Spirit living within you. (NLT)

PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

All-powerful and all-loving Heavenly Father; God of grace and God of miracles!
I thank You that You pour out abundant grace to work among Your people! And
as Your gospel is spread, You con"rm it through the mighty working and
power of Your Holy Spirit! You are absolute perfection and power; and You are
perfect love and grace!

By the gift of Your grace, I have been given the privilege and power to serve You
by spreading Your Good News, as a messenger and servant of the gospel. I pray
that You give me great boldness, and enable me to speak Your word with
complete con"dence. Empower me with full freedom to declare Your message
fearlessly. And grant me Your precise wisdom and discernment on how to
bring timely, anointed words of grace, inspired by Your Holy Spirit, just as
You’ve done in times before.

Abundant grace was on the believers at the beginning of the church, ever since
You poured out Your Holy Spirit upon us. And just as Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, today, and forever; that same abundant grace is available to us, and
rests upon us now! You are the same God that You were back then!

Show us Your mighty power, God, and stretch out Your hand to heal! May
miraculous signs and wonders be done through the power and name of Your
holy servant, Your Beloved Son, Jesus Christ. As I participate in the sharing of
this glorious Good News – with reliance upon the Lord Jesus, taking heart in
You – I thank You for bearing witness to the word of Your grace, by the power
of the Holy Spirit.

Thank You, Father. You con"rm that Your message of grace is true by causing
miracles, signs and wonders to be done by the hands of Your messengers.
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Father, I pray that my heart and speech would be con!dent and bold in grace;
that my life would re"ect Your goodness and grace; and my hands would be
used for Your miraculous healing and powerful work.

Stephen was a man full of grace, divine blessing and favor, as well as power,
strength and ability. He stood out among the believers for the way Your grace
was at work in his life, and for his exceptional endowment with divine power.
By Your grace, He did great miracles, signs and wonders among the people.
Father I ask that You empower me with Your grace as You did Stephen!

The apostles of the early church were always giving testimony to the resurrec‐
tion of the Lord Jesus. As they did, an abundance of Your grace was upon them
all, and so powerfully at work within them. Father, I pray that Your same great
grace would rest upon us and work so powerfully within us now. May Your
remarkable loving-kindness, Your favor and goodwill, and Your miracle-
working power rest richly upon me, and on Your church now!

Father, I thank You for the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, how He was
raised to life forevermore by the power of the Holy Spirit of God. I am !lled
with gratitude, faith, wonder and awe, that the same Holy Spirit who raised
Jesus Christ from the dead also lives in me. And just as You raised Christ from
the dead, You will also give life to my mortal body by the same Holy Spirit
living within me. And I believe You will give life to those around me by the
Holy Spirit. Oh Father, thank You for Your inexpressible gracious Gift!

Holy Father, I ask You to bring these truths to life for me. Cause me to know by
experience the power of Your glorious grace, and the resurrection of Christ!
Testify to the truth of Your Good News by working Your miracles in my life and
in those around me. In the invincible name of Jesus Christ, I pray, Amen!
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G O O D  S T E WA R D S  O F  T H E  M A N I F O L D
G R A C E  O F G O D

1 Peter 4:10, 1 Corinthians 12:4;7, Romans 12:6,
Psalm 104:24, Genesis 1:31, James 1:17, Psalm 40:5,

1 Timothy 4:4, Psalm 139:14

1 Peter 4:10

As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of
the manifold grace of God. (NKJV)

As each of you has received a gift (a particular spiritual talent, a gracious
divine endowment), employ it for one another as [be!ts] good trustees of
God’s many-sided grace [faithful stewards of the extremely diverse powers
and gifts granted to Christians by unmerited favor]. (AMPC)

Making distribution among one another of whatever has been given to you,
like true servants of the unmeasured grace of God. (BBE)
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1 Corinthians 12:4;7

Now there are various kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit … But to each one is
given the manifestation of the Spirit for the pro!t of all. (WEB)

Now there are distinctive varieties and distributions of endowments (gifts,
extraordinary powers distinguishing certain Christians, due to the power of
divine grace operating in their souls by the Holy Spirit) and they vary, but the
[Holy] Spirit remains the same. … to each one is given the manifestation of the
[Holy] Spirit [the evidence, the spiritual illumination of the Spirit] for good
and pro!t. (AMPC)

Now there are diversities of graces, but the same Spirit (DRA) … A spiritual gift
is given to each of us so we can help each other. (NLT)

Romans 12:6

We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us … (NIV)

In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well …
(NLT)

Having gifts (faculties, talents, qualities) that differ according to the grace
given us, let us use them … (AMPC)

Psalm 104:24

O LORD, how manifold are thy works! In wisdom hast thou made them all: the
earth is full of thy riches. (KJV)

Lord, you have done so many things!
You made them all so wisely!
The earth is full of your creations! (CEB)

O Lord, how many and varied are Your works!
In wisdom You have made them all;
The earth is full of Your riches and Your creatures. (AMP)
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Genesis 1:31

And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good (ESV)

James 1:17

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.
(ESV)

Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above; it comes down
from the Father of lights [the Creator and Sustainer of the heavens], in whom
there is no variation [no rising or setting] or shadow cast by His turning [for He
is perfect and never changes]. (AMP)

Every good action [or act of giving] and every perfect gift is from God [ comes
from above]. These good gifts come down from the Creator of the sun, moon,
and stars [ the father of lights; referring to God’s creation of the heavenly
bodies …], who does not change like their shifting shadows. (EXB)

Psalm 40:5

Many, LORD my God, are the wonders you have done, the things you planned
for us. None can compare with you; were I to speak and tell of your deeds, they
would be too many to declare. (NIV)

You, Lord my God!
You’ve done so many things—
your wonderful deeds and your plans for us—
no one can compare with you!
If I were to proclaim and talk about all of them,
they would be too numerous to count! (CEB)

Lord my God, you have done many miracles [wonders; great acts].
Your plans for us are many.
If I tried to tell them all,
there would be too many to count … (EXB)
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1 Timothy 4:4

For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is
received with thanksgiving (ESV)

Since everything God created is good, we should not reject any of it but receive
it with thanks. (NLT)

Psalm 139:14

I will give thanks to You, because I am awesomely and wonderfully made;
Wonderful are Your works, And my soul knows it very well. (NASB)

Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex! Your workmanship is
marvelous—how well I know it. (NLT)

I will praise You because I have been remarkably and wonderfully made…
(HCSB) … fearfully and wonderfully made … (NKJV)

I praise [thank] you because you made me in an amazing [awesome] and
wonderful way. What you have done is wonderful. I know this very well. (EXB)

PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Magni"cent Heavenly Father, Lord Jesus Christ, and Powerful Holy Spirit, I
thank You! Merciful Creator of the Heavens and earth: just looking around at
Your creation, it is easy to see how indescribably beautiful and creative You are.
I marvel at the awesomeness and intelligence of Your design!

Father, You have done so many things. You have created everything so wisely.
The earth is full of Your riches, and Your beautiful creations. The wonders You
have done – all the miracles and great acts – are too numerous to count. No one
can compare with You!

When You created the world, you looked upon all You had made, and indeed, it
was very good. I agree with You, Father, all You have made is good! I declare,
with utmost thanksgiving, that every good thing given, and every perfect gift is
from above, coming from You, Wondrous Father. You are the Creator and
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Sustainer of the Heavens; You created the sun, moon and stars; You are the
Amazing Father of Lights!

While these lights were created, You are uncreated and eternal. The sun may
rise and set, and its light may change and turn. But Your light never shifts or
fades. You are perfect, and You never change. You are always the Light of the
world, from everlasting to everlasting! Father, I trust in Your goodness, grace,
wisdom, and Your consistency of character.

I trust Your wisdom, that You knew what You were doing as You created the
world, and when You created us anew through Christ Jesus. Since everything
You have created is good, I do not reject any of it, but I receive it with thanks‐
giving. That includes all the gifts and blessings You have given to me. It also
includes the unique giftings, gracious divine endowments, talents and quali‐
ties You have given me; to give to others and put Your artistry on display!

Yes, Father, I even thank You for the gift of myself! You crafted me as a gift, and
gave me to the world! Oh Father, what an amazing realization. Your scripture
says everything You created is very good, and not to be rejected, but received
with thanksgiving. So, with full acceptance, I thank You for me. I am Your good
creation. I am a gift from above, coming down from the Father of Lights!

Thank You for the amazing way You created me! You’ve made me so wonder‐
fully complex and marvelous. How intricately and how carefully I have been
crafted in the hands of my Heavenly Father. I was made in the very image and
likeness of God. I will give all my praise and thanks to You, because I am
awesomely, remarkably, fearfully, and wonderfully made. Your workmanship
is marvelous, and wonderful are Your works: my soul knows it very well.

In truth, every precious being You have created is wonderfully made. Cause me
to see myself, and others, the way that You see us: with the heart of the
Creator, the Redeemer, and the Father. How beautifully diverse Your creation
is; how manifold are Your miraculous works! You made them all so wisely.
Lord God, many are the wonders You have done, and the things You planned
for us. If I tried to tell them all, there would be too many to count.

Father I ask You to reveal the plans You have had for me. Show me what You
created me for, and redeemed me for. Purify my thoughts and desires, to line
up with Your original plans for me, as You give me the grace to will and work
for Your good pleasure. I want to live the glorious life You created me for!
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Every good action, or act of giving is also from You. You know the works You
have set out for us to do, and given us grace for. Your grace is manifold, many
sided, unmeasured and over!owing. You were so immeasurably kind, that not
only did You redeem us through Christ Jesus, You have also empowered us
supernaturally to live out Your Heavenly purposes.

And You have given each believer unique parts of Your manifold grace. By Your
grace, You have poured out extremely diverse powers and particular gifts,
gracious divine endowments, spiritual talents, faculties, and qualities; upon
different people, for different times and occasions, according to Your wisdom.

Heavenly Father, I yearn to take hold of these gifts! Open my eyes, by the Holy
Spirit, to what You have given me, and want to give through me. And I pray
that You would "ll me with a passion to steward these gifts well, as a good
trustee of Your grace, by employing these gifts to minister to my brothers and
sisters in Christ, and to the world around me. I want to be a true servant of
Your unmeasured grace, and freely give out what I’ve freely received.

Father, I thank You for the diversity of graces You give, that Jesus gives, and the
Spirit gives. I praise You for the miraculous spiritual gifts that You give through
the church! And though there may be many kinds of gifts, I acknowledge it is
the same Spirit who gives them. Holy Spirit, manifest powerfully through me,
and through others in my community, so that we can help each other, and for
the pro"t of all!

Give us the desire to steward the gifts well, by using them to serve each other,
and remove any comparison or competition from our minds. Help us see that
we are one in Christ. We are His body, each a different member with our own
gifts. And like the human body – with its many parts, all members of one
another – there is no one part that is not important. There is no competition,
for we are all edi"ed when someone shares their gift faithfully. Father I ask
that You cause a great gratitude for each other to stir within us. Help me, and
help all of us, to see as You see!

We are the body of Christ, who is the head of the body, His church. Father,
thank You for giving us unity and direction, and empowering us by the Holy
Spirit. I ask that Your grace would continue to shine bright and manifest in my
life, that I may do my part. Thank You for all You have done! In Christ’s Holy
name, I pray, Amen!

160



1 9

A B U N D A N T  G R A C E :  M O R E  T H A N
E N O U G H  F O R  E V E R Y T H I N G

2 Corinthians 9:8, Ephesians 3:20, Philippians 4:19, 1 Timothy
6:17, 1 John 4:16, John 3:16, Romans 8:32, Luke 12:32

2 Corinthians 9:8

And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having
all suf!ciency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work.
(NKJV)

And God is able to make every grace over"ow to you, so that in every way,
always having everything you need, you may excel in every good work. (HCSB)

And God is able to give you all grace in full measure; so that ever having
enough of all things, you may be full of every good work. (BBE)

And God is able to make all grace [every favor and earthly blessing] come in
abundance to you, so that you may always [under all circumstances, regardless
of the need] have complete suf!ciency in everything [being completely self-
suf!cient in Him], and have an abundance for every good work and act of char‐
ity. (AMP)
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Ephesians 3:20

Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us,
to accomplish in!nitely more than we might ask or think. (NLT)

Now to Him Who, by (in consequence of) the [action of His] power that is at
work within us, is able to [carry out His purpose and] do superabundantly, far
over and above all that we [dare] ask or think [in!nitely beyond our highest
prayers, desires, thoughts, hopes, or dreams] (AMPC)

Philippians 4:19

And my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by
Christ Jesus. (NKJV)

… My God will meet [supply; ful!ll] all of your needs from [according to] his
wonderful riches [glorious riches; or riches in heaven/glory] in Christ Jesus.
(EXB)

1 Timothy 6:17

Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to
trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to
enjoy. (NKJV)

As for the rich in this world, charge them not to be proud and arrogant and
contemptuous of others, nor to set their hopes on uncertain riches, but on
God, Who richly and ceaselessly provides us with everything for [our] enjoy‐
ment. (AMPC)

1 John 4:16

And we have known and believed the love that God has for us. God is love, and
he who abides in love abides in God, and God in him. (NKJV)
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And we know (understand, recognize, are conscious of, by observation and by
experience) and believe (adhere to and put faith in and rely on) the love God
cherishes for us. God is love, and he who dwells and continues in love dwells
and continues in God, and God dwells and continues in him. (AMPC)

We know how much God loves us, and we have put our trust in his love. God is
love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. (NLT)

… God is love, and the one who remains in love remains in God … (NASB)

John 3:16

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. (NIV)

For God so greatly loved and dearly prized the world that He [even] gave up
His only begotten (unique) Son, so that whoever believes in (trusts in, clings
to, relies on) Him shall not perish (come to destruction, be lost) but have
eternal (everlasting) life. (AMPC)

Romans 8:32

He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not
also with him graciously give us all things? (ESV)

He who did not withhold or spare [even] His own Son but gave Him up for us
all, will He not also with Him freely and graciously give us all [other] things?
(AMPC)

Luke 12:32

Fear not, little "ock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the king‐
dom. (KJV)

So don’t be afraid, little "ock. For it gives your Father great happiness to give
you the Kingdom. (NLT)
… your Father delights in giving you the kingdom. (CEB)
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PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Gracious Heavenly Father, You are the giver of all good things! Your very nature
is giving: it’s who You are, and it’s what You do. You give because You love, and
Your love is perfect. Your love never fails.

Father, I thank You for Your everlasting love. I have observed and experienced
the love You have for me. Oh how deeply You cherish me! So I put my trust in
You, and in Your love. Father, I pray that You would reveal the magnitude of
Your love for me, that dwells within me. I pray that I would understand, recog‐
nize, become conscious of, and intimately know through experience, the love
that You have for me. By Your grace and Holy Spirit, I pray I would abide and
rest in Your love.

Not only do You have love for me, You are love itself. As I dwell and continue in
love, I dwell and continue in God, and God dwells and continues in me. I live in
love. I remain in love. I ask that You move me to believe in, trust in, adhere to,
and rely on Your love, even more than I ever have before! Empower me to live
in Your love, and remain in Your love, in much deeper ways. You are love, and
Your love is in"nite toward us! And because You love, You give.

In fact, You greatly loved and dearly prized the world so much, that You even
gave Your one and only Son to us! You gave Him so that whoever believes and
trusts in Him, will not perish but have eternal life. You gave Your Son so I
would not come to destruction or be lost. Jesus, I am found in You. I cling to
You, and I lean on You. Thank You, Father, for the eternal life You have given
me in Jesus!

And if You did not spare Your own Son, but gave Him up for us all; how would
You not also, with Him, graciously give us all things? Oh Father, I thank You
that You didn’t withhold Your very best, Your very own Son! So just as I trusted
in Your greatest gift, I will also trust in Your giving heart: that You will also,
with Jesus, freely and graciously give all other things!

I do not trust in the uncertain riches of this world: but I trust in You, the living
God! Father, keep me from pride, arrogance and contempt of others. Keep my
hope from uncertain riches. Transform my heart to be fully reliant on You, for
You give us richly all things to enjoy. Father I thank You, that You richly and
ceaselessly provide me with everything for my enjoyment. Your grace is inex‐
haustible! Your favor is immeasurable!
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I will not be afraid, for Jesus is my Good Shepherd and takes good care of me.
And You are My Father, and it is Your good pleasure to give me the Kingdom. It
is Your great happiness to give to me. Yes, You delight in giving me the
Kingdom!

Father, I thank You that You will supply and ful!ll all my need, according to
Your wonderful, glorious riches in Heaven in Christ Jesus. I thank You, and give
all glory to You! You are able, through Your mighty power at work within me,
to accomplish in!nitely more than I might ask or think. Yes, You are able, by
the action and power of the Holy Spirit within me, to carry out Your purpose,
and do superabundantly, far over and above all that I dare ask or think:
in!nitely beyond my highest prayers, desires, thoughts, hopes or dreams.
Wow! I have not yet even imagined what You can do, and the glorious things
You want to do! How wonderful Your thoughts must be!

And You are able, God, to give me all grace in full measure. You make every
grace – every favor, empowerment, and earthly blessing – come in abundance
and over#ow to me. You do this so that in every way – under all circumstances
and regardless of the need – I have complete suf!ciency in everything, and
have an abundance for every good work and act of love. I always have all suf!‐
ciency in all things, and I am completely self-suf!cient in Christ’s suf!ciency. I
always have enough of all things, so I may excel in every good work. I am
completely full!

Father, thank You for always giving me everything I need, according to Your
riches in glory in Christ, and giving me richly all things to enjoy. Thank You for
doing and giving far beyond where my imagination can go. I ask that You give
me a brave, childlike heart to fully trust Your love, to seek You for grace in
abundance, and to pray big prayers, according to Your glorious riches in Christ.
I ask all these things in His wonderful name, Amen!
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R E I G N I N G  I N  L I F E :  G R A C E
OV E R F L OW S  A N D  OV E R C O M E S

Romans 5:17, Romans 5:20-21, Romans 8:31, Zechariah 4:7,
1 Corinthians 3:16, Romans 8:37, John 19:30, Revelation 21:6-7

Romans 5:17

For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much more
those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will
reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ. (NKJV)

For the sin of this one man, Adam, caused death to rule over many. But even
greater is God’s wonderful grace and his gift of righteousness, for all who
receive it will live in triumph over sin and death through this one man, Jesus
Christ. (NLT)

… much more surely will those who receive [God’s] over!owing grace (unmer‐
ited favor) and the free gift of righteousness [putting them into right standing
with Himself] reign as kings in life through the one Man Jesus Christ (the
Messiah, the Anointed One). (AMPC)
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Romans 5:20-21

Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but where sin increased, grace
abounded all the more, so that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign
through righteousness leading to eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord. (ESV)

… But as people sinned more and more, God’s wonderful grace became more
abundant … (NLT) … but where sin abounded grace has overabounded.
(DARBY) … but where sin increased, grace multiplied even more … (CEB) … but
where there was much sin, there was much more grace … (BBE)

… But where sin increased, [God’s remarkable, gracious gift of] grace [His
unmerited favor] has surpassed it and increased all the more, so that, as sin
reigned in death, so also grace would reign through righteousness which
brings eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. (AMP)

… So just as sin ruled over all people and brought them to death, now God’s
wonderful grace rules instead … (NLT)

Romans 8:31

What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?
(NKJV)

Zechariah 4:7

What are you, O great mountain [of obstacles]? Before Zerubbabel [who will
rebuild the temple] you will become a plain (insigni"cant)! And he will bring
out the capstone [of the new temple] with loud shouts of “Grace, grace to
it!” (AMP)

1 Corinthians 3:16

Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God
dwells in you? (NKJV)
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Romans 8:37

No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who
loved us. (NLT)

But in all these things we overcome, because of him that hath loved us. (DRA)

But in all these things we are completely victorious through God [or Christ; the
One] who showed his love for us. (EXB)

John 19:30

When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is "nished.” … (NIV) … “[com‐
pleted; accomplished].” … (EXB) … All is done. And with his head bent he gave
up his spirit. (BBE)

Revelation 21:6-7

And he also said, “It is "nished! I am the Alpha and the Omega—the Beginning
and the End. To all who are thirsty I will give freely from the springs of the
water of life. All who are victorious will inherit all these blessings, and I will be
their God, and they will be my children” (NLT)

… He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall
be My son … (NKJV)

PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Almighty Father, and Victorious Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ: You have won!
Grace over$ows and overcomes through Christ and His "nished work!
Hallelujah!

By the sin of one man, Adam, death reigned through that one. But God, You are
so good, and have defeated death through the One, Jesus Christ! Your
wonderful grace and Your free gift of righteousness were, and are, and will
always be: far greater than sin or death in every way!
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Father, I thank You for Your abundant, conquering grace. Sin may have
increased over time, and did so through the law. But wherever sin increased,
grace has surpassed it, and increased all the more. As people sinned more and
more, Your wonderful grace became more abundant. Where sin abounded,
Your remarkable gift of amazing grace has abounded all the more. Yes, grace
overabounded and multiplied! I over!ow with gratitude and joy, as I behold
the glorious over!ow of grace: that wherever there was much sin, there was so
much more grace!

So if by the one man’s offense, death reigned through the one: how much more
surely will those who receive Your over!owing grace and the free gift of right‐
eousness reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ? Yes, Father, I agree with
Your word and receive the truth, along with Your free gift. As I freely receive
Your grace, unmerited favor and righteousness through Christ, I will live in
triumph over sin and death, through Him. I receive the over!ow of Your grace!
I am freely in right standing with You, Father, by Your amazing gift! All who
simply receive Your gifts will reign as kings and queens in life. Thank You,
Gracious Father!

How remarkable this is! Sin used to rule over all and bring us to death. Now
Your wonderful grace rules instead. Grace reigns through righteousness which
brings eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. I receive the abundance of
grace, and the free gift of righteousness, and eternal life through Christ Jesus:
and I reign in life!

And God, if You are for me, who can be against me? Nothing can stand against
You, Almighty God! Just as Zerubbabel rebuilt the temple of God in times of
old, You have rebuilt me as Your temple now, and the Spirit of God dwells
within me. I ask that You cause me to know the gravity and power of this
revelation.

Zechariah spoke boldly to the mountain of obstacles they faced. And just as he
spoke, so do I: What mountain can stand before the mighty temple of God,
over!owing with grace and the Holy Spirit? Before You, Your grace, and Your
temple: every mountain is an insigni#cant plain! As I see what You have done
in me, and gaze with wonder at the glory of Christ Jesus, I shout ecstatically
with all God’s people, “Grace! Grace!”

Truly, in all things I am completely victorious through Christ, the one who
showed Your love for us. Because of You and Your amazing love – though I may
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face trials and tribulation – despite all these things, overwhelming victory is
mine through Christ. In all things I overcome, because of You, Father!

You !nished the work at the Cross of Jesus Christ. You overcame the power of
sin and death, and overcame darkness with light. It is !nished. It is completed.
It is accomplished. And You freely give the victory to all who receive Your Son.
And I receive Him with open arms!

You are the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End! You give freely
from the springs of the water of life to all who are thirsty. I freely drink from
Your river of life! I have Your victory in Christ, and overcome in all things! I
inherit all things, and all blessings, and You are my God, and I am Your child!

Father, I ask that You open the eyes of my heart to Your glorious victory in
Christ. Reveal to me the all-suf!cient and surpassing riches of Your grace, and
the holiness and strength of the temple You made me to be. Teach me to speak
grace over every obstacle, and show me how to reign in life through the over‐
#ow of grace and the gift of righteousness. Lead me in the way of Your eternal
life through Christ Jesus, our Lord. In His name I pray, Amen!
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C H R I S T ’ S  U N S H A K A B L E  V I C T O R Y  A N D
AW E S O M E  G I F T

Romans 6:23, 2 Corinthians 9:15, Psalm 63:3,
1 Corinthians 15:57, 2 Corinthians 2:14, Colossians 2:15,

Hebrews 2:14, Hebrews 12:28

Romans 6:23

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God [that is, His remarkable,
overwhelming gift of grace to believers] is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord. (AMP)

2 Corinthians 9:15

Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! (NKJV)

Now thanks be to God for His Gift, [precious] beyond telling [His indescribable,
inexpressible, free Gift]! (AMPC)

Thank God for this gift too wonderful for words! (NLT) … [which is precious
beyond words]! (AMP)
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Psalm 63:3

Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise You.
(NKJV)

My lips will glorify You because Your faithful love is better than life. (HCSB)

… Your favor … (NASB) … your mercy … (BBE) … Your unfailing love is better
than life itself; how I praise you! (NLT)

1 Corinthians 15:57

But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!
(HCSB)

But praise be to God who gives us strength to overcome through our Lord Jesus
Christ. (BBE)

2 Corinthians 2:14

Now thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and reveals
through us the sweet aroma of his knowledge in every place. (WEB)

But thanks be to God, Who in Christ always leads us in triumph [as trophies of
Christ’s victory] … (AMPC) … and continues to lead us along in Christ’s
triumphal procession. Now he uses us to spread the knowledge of Christ
everywhere, like a sweet perfume … (NLT) … and through us diffuses the
fragrance of His knowledge … (NKJV) … and the fragrance of His knowledge He
is manifesting through us in every place. (YLT)

Colossians 2:15

And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle
of them, triumphing over them by the cross. (NIV)
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When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities [those supernatural forces of
evil operating against us], He made a public example of them [exhibiting them
as captives in His triumphal procession], having triumphed over them through
the cross. (AMP)

God [or Christ; He] stripped the spiritual rulers and powers of their authority
[disarmed/despoiled the rulers and authorities]. With the cross, he won the
victory and showed the world that they were powerless [publicly shamed
them; made a public spectacle of them; like a triumphant general displaying
his captives in a victory parade]. (EXB)

Hebrews 2:14

Therefore, since the children share in !esh and blood, He Himself likewise also
partook of the same, so that through death He might destroy the one who has
the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who through fear of death
were subject to slavery all their lives. (NASB)

Therefore, since [these His] children share in !esh and blood [the physical
nature of mankind], He Himself in a similar manner also shared in the same
[physical nature, but without sin], so that through [experiencing] death He
might make powerless (ineffective, impotent) him who had the power of
death—that is, the devil— and [that He] might free all those who through [the
haunting] fear of death were held in slavery throughout their lives. (AMP)

Because God’s children are human beings—made of !esh and blood—the Son
also became !esh and blood. For only as a human being could he die, and only
by dying could he break the power of the devil, who had the power of death.
Only in this way could he set free all who have lived their lives as slaves to the
fear of dying. (NLT)

Hebrews 12:28

Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and
thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe. (ESV)
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PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Awesome Heavenly Father, and Wonderful Jesus: King of Kings, and Lord of
Lords! I thank You, God, for Your indescribable gift! It is precious beyond
telling, too wonderful for words! Thank You for the inexpressible free gift of
everlasting life!

Yes, the wages of sin is death. But Your remarkable, overwhelming gift of grace
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. You gave us this gift because of Your
unconditional, amazing love with which You loved us.

Oh Father, my lips will glorify You and praise You, because Your faithful love is
better than life! Yes, Your unfailing loving-kindness, Your unmerited favor,
Your unending mercy, and Your unlimited grace: they are better than life itself!

I thank You, Father, that You give me the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
You give me strength to overcome by Your grace through Him.

The eternal victory is Yours forever and ever! You have defeated sin and death,
and all our enemies. You disarmed the powers, rulers and authorities, those
supernatural forces of evil operating against us. Then You made a public spec‐
tacle of them, like a triumphant general displaying his captives in a victory
parade. You triumphed over all these evil forces in the Cross of Christ. You won
the victory, stripped the spiritual rulers and powers of authority, and showed
the world that these forces were powerless. I praise You, Victorious God!

Jesus, You became #esh and blood, just like us, and shared in our humanity.
You died on the Cross, taking our own sin and death with You. Through Your
death and resurrection, You destroyed the one who had the power of death.
You destroyed the devil and broke his power! You made him powerless, inef‐
fective and impotent. And in doing so, You freed all those who were held in
slavery their whole lives by the haunting fear of death. Through Your free gift
of eternal life, You have set me free from the fear of death. Wow!

And I thank You, Father God, that I am Your prize! You lead me in Your
triumphal procession, as a trophy of Christ’s victory. You diffuse through me
the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Christ everywhere. You manifest Your
victory, salvation and grace through me. I have been set free for all time! I ask
that You would reveal Yourself to me – and through me – more and more.
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I praise You, God, for Your overwhelming grace upon grace, and the victory
which You have given me in Christ, having delivered me from my enemies and
the power of death. I praise You! Since I am receiving a kingdom that cannot be
shaken, I am forever humbled and utterly grateful, God. May the worship I
offer You be an acceptable response to this magni!cent truth.

I ask that You reveal in greater measure the power and wonder of Christ’s
unshakable victory and awesome gift, so that I may be overwhelmed with
greater reverence and awe for You, worship You all the more, and diffuse the
fragrance of Your knowledge in every place I go! In Christ’s Majestic name I
pray, Amen!
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U N L I M I T E D  A C C E S S  T O  A L L  T H E
P R O M I S E S  O F G O D

Ephesians 1:3, 2 Peter 1:2-4, Romans 5:2, Ephesians 3:12,
2 Corinthians 1:20, Philemon 1:6

Ephesians 1:3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ (NKJV)

All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united with
Christ. (NLT)

2 Peter 1:2-4

May grace and peace be multiplied to you through the knowledge of God and
of Jesus our Lord. His divine power has given us everything required for life
and godliness through the knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory
and goodness. By these He has given us very great and precious promises, so
that through them you may share in the divine nature, escaping the corruption
that is in the world because of evil desires. (HCSB)
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May grace (God’s favor) and peace (which is perfect well-being, all necessary
good, all spiritual prosperity, and freedom from fears and agitating passions
and moral con!icts) be multiplied to you in [the full, personal, precise, and
correct] knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.

For His divine power has bestowed upon us all things that [are requisite and
suited] to life and godliness, through the [full, personal] knowledge of Him
Who called us by and to His own glory and excellence (virtue).

By means of these He has bestowed on us His precious and exceedingly great
promises, so that through them you may escape [by !ight] from the moral
decay (rottenness and corruption) that is in the world because of covetousness
(lust and greed), and become sharers (partakers) of the divine nature. (AMPC)

… And because of his glory and excellence, he has given us great and precious
promises … (NLT) … For by these He has bestowed on us His precious and
magni"cent promises [of inexpressible value] … (AMP)

Romans 5:2

We have also obtained access through Him by faith into this grace in which we
stand, and we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. (HCSB)

Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into this place of undeserved privi‐
lege where we now stand, and we con"dently and joyfully look forward to
sharing God’s glory. (NLT)

Through Him we also have access by faith into this [remarkable state of] grace
in which we ["rmly and safely and securely] stand. Let us rejoice in our hope
and the con"dent assurance of [experiencing and enjoying] the glory of [our
great] God [the manifestation of His excellence and power]. (AMP)

Ephesians 3:12

In Him we have boldness and con"dent access through faith in Him. (HCSB)
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… We can do this through faith in Christ [or because of Christ’s faithfulness].
(EXB)

2 Corinthians 1:20

For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And
so through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God. (NIV)

For all of God’s promises have been ful"lled in Christ with a resounding “Yes!”
And through Christ, our “Amen” (which means “Yes”) ascends to God for his
glory. (NLT)

Philemon 1:6

… that the sharing of your faith may become effective by the acknowledgment
of every good thing which is in you in Christ Jesus. (NKJV)

[And I pray] that the participation in and sharing of your faith may produce
and promote full recognition and appreciation and understanding and precise
knowledge of every good [thing] that is ours in [our identi"cation with] Christ
Jesus [and unto His glory]. (AMPC)

And I am praying that you will put into action the generosity that comes from
your faith as you understand and experience all the good things we have in
Christ. (NLT)

I pray that the faith you share [the sharing/fellowship of your faith] may make
you [enable/empower you to] understand every blessing we have in Christ.
(EXB)

PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Blessed Heavenly Father, I thank You for Your limitless goodness and grace! I
pour out all my worship to You! You have blessed me with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly realms because I am united with Christ. Your grace
and peace are multiplied to me as I increase in knowledge of You and of Jesus
Your Son. I am "lled to over#owing with Your very life!
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Father, I ask You – according to Your abundant grace, by the power of Your
Spirit dwelling within me – that I would powerfully encounter You, and know
You fully. I long to know You by experience, with increasing amounts of full,
personal, precise and correct knowledge. As I experience intimately knowing
You more and more, Your grace and peace over!ow within me, throughout all
my being.

Father, thank You for Your peace that You give me, which is perfect well-being,
all necessary good, all spiritual prosperity, and freedom from fears and
agitating passions and moral con!icts. What a precious gift!

Thank You, Father, that Your divine power has given me everything required
for life and godliness. I can access all of it through the knowledge of You and
Your Son. I thank You for Your goodness, Your glory, Your excellence and virtue.
It is by these, and unto these, which You have called me. Because of these, and
by means of these, You have also bestowed upon me Your precious and
magni"cent promises, of inexpressible value.

Through Your very great and precious promises, I share in Your divine nature! I
have escaped the corruption that is in the world because of lust, greed, and evil
desires.

Father, I thank You for this remarkable state of grace in which I stand: this
place of undeserved privilege; and the very divine nature, presence and shared
life of Christ! I "rmly, safely, and securely stand in Your wonderful grace. And
through Christ, by believing in Him: I have full access to all of this grace, and
all of Your promises. This is amazing beyond words!

I con"dently and joyfully look forward to sharing God’s glory! Yes, I rejoice in
this hope! Through Christ, I have the con"dent assurance of experiencing and
enjoying the glory of our great God. I get to experience and enjoy the manifes‐
tation of Your excellence and power, and all because of Christ’s faithfulness.
Oh, how great is Your faithfulness!

In Christ, I have boldness and con"dent access, through faith in Him. For no
matter how many promises You have made, they are “Yes” in Christ. Truly, I
believe that all of Your promises have been ful"lled in Him with a resounding,
“Yes!” And so, through Christ, I respond with my exuberant “Yes” and “Amen!”
You are glori"ed by my radical acceptance of Your radical gift! May my “yes”
through Christ ascend to You for Your glory!
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I pray that the faith You’ve given me in Christ may produce in me a full recog‐
nition, appreciation, understanding, and precise knowledge of every good
thing that is mine in Christ. As I participate and share in Your faith, and iden‐
tify with Christ Himself, I thank You that this faith enables and empowers me
to understand and experience every blessing I have in Him. May I have the full
revelation by Your Spirit to acknowledge every good thing which is in me. As I
come to know by faith, all that I have by grace, a generosity wells up inside of
me, along with a desire to freely give what I’ve freely received. This over"ow of
grace is all to Your glory!

May I take hold of all of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. I open my
arms wide to receive all of Your magni#cent and precious promises, which are
all ful#lled in Christ. I agree with You, and receive the truth, that they are all
“Yes” in Him. You have lavished them on me already! I pray that You would
open my heart to become more aware of You, to know You more, and to under‐
stand what I already have and who I already am in Christ. And help me to
access all of these promises with bold and con#dent faith, through Christ. It is
in His immeasurably powerful name I pray, Amen!
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S H A R I N G  I N  T H E  D I V I N E  N AT U R E

1 Timothy 1:14, 2 Peter 1:4, 1 Peter 1:23, Colossians 1:6,
Galatians 5:22-23, 2 Corinthians 3:17-18, Ephesians 4:23-24

1 Timothy 1:14

The grace of our Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith
and love that are in Christ Jesus. (NIV)

Oh, how generous and gracious our Lord was! He !lled me with the faith and
love that come from Christ Jesus. (NLT)

And the grace (unmerited favor and blessing) of our Lord [actually] "owed out
superabundantly and beyond measure for me … (AMPC)

But the grace of our Lord was fully given [over"owed; abounded] to me, and
with that grace came the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. (EXB)
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2 Peter 1:4

Through these He has granted to us His precious and magni!cent promises, so
that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped
the corruption that is in the world on account of lust. (NASB)

And because of his glory and excellence, he has given us great and precious
promises. These are the promises that enable you to share his divine nature
and escape the world’s corruption caused by human desires. (NLT)

1 Peter 1:23

For you have been born again [that is, reborn from above—spiritually trans‐
formed, renewed, and set apart for His purpose] not of seed which is perish‐
able but [from that which is] imperishable and immortal, that is, through the
living and everlasting word of God. (AMP)

Colossians 1:6

This same Good News that came to you is going out all over the world. It is
bearing fruit everywhere by changing lives, just as it changed your lives from
the day you !rst heard and understood the truth about God’s wonderful grace.
(NLT)

… Indeed, in the whole world [that Gospel] is bearing fruit and still is growing
[by its own inherent power], even as it has done among yourselves ever since
the day you !rst heard and came to know and understand the grace of God in
truth. [You came to know the grace or undeserved favor of God in reality,
deeply and clearly and thoroughly, becoming accurately and intimately
acquainted with it.] (AMPC)

Galatians 5:22-23

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control … (CSB)
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But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives … (NLT) But the fruit
of the Spirit [the result of His presence within us] … (AMP) … [the work which
His presence within accomplishes] is love, joy (gladness), peace, patience (an
even temper, forbearance), kindness, goodness (benevolence), faithfulness,
gentleness (meekness, humility), self-control (self-restraint) … (AMPC)

2 Corinthians 3:17-18

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.
We all, with unveiled faces, are looking as in a mirror at the glory of the Lord
and are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory; this is from
the Lord who is the Spirit. (HCSB)

Ephesians 4:23-24

You are being renewed in the spirit of your minds; you put on the new self, the
one created according to God’s likeness in righteousness and purity of the
truth. (HCSB)

Instead, let the Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes. Put on your new
nature, created to be like God—truly righteous and holy. (NLT)

… and be continually renewed in the spirit of your mind [having a fresh, untar‐
nished mental and spiritual attitude], and put on the new self [the regenerated
and renewed nature], created in God’s image, [godlike] in the righteousness
and holiness of the truth [living in a way that expresses to God your gratitude
for your salvation]. (AMP)

PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Generous Heavenly Father, Gracious Lord Jesus, Glorious Holy Spirit: Thank
You, for You have fully given Your grace, unmerited favor and blessing to me.
The grace of Jesus Christ has been poured out on me abundantly! Your grace
has truly and actually over#owed for me, far beyond measure. And with that
grace, You $lled me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.

Because of Your glory and excellence, and through Your goodness and grace,
You have given me Your precious and magni$cent promises. These are the
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promises that enable me to share Your divine nature. Yes! I have become a
partaker of the divine nature of God, and I have escaped the corruption that is
in the world on account of lust.

For I have been born again in Christ. I have been spiritually transformed,
renewed, and set apart for Your purpose, Father. Reborn from above, not of
seed which is perishable, but from that which is imperishable and immortal. I
have been born again through the living and everlasting Word of God!

This word of grace – the same Good News that came to me – is going out all
over the world. Bearing fruit everywhere and still growing by its own inherent
power. The word of grace is changing lives, just as it changed my life from the
day I "rst heard and understood the truth about God’s wonderful grace.

Father, I pray that I come to know Your grace in reality – deeply, clearly and
thoroughly, becoming accurately and intimately acquainted with it – so that it
would produce more and more fruit within me, by Your Holy Spirit.

Holy Spirit, I thank You that You continually produce amazing fruit in my life,
which is the result of Your presence with me. Within me, the Holy Spirit
produces love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle‐
ness, and self-control. This is who I am, by the power of Your grace and Spirit!

Holy Spirit, You are Lord! You are within me; and wherever You are, there is
freedom! There is true liberty on the inside of me. I behold the glory of the Lord
with an unveiled face, and as I behold You, it’s as if I’m looking in a mirror. By
Your power and grace, I am transformed into Your same image, from glory to
glory. I behold You with wide-eyed wonder! I am transformed and I am free!

I thank You that I am being continually renewed in the spirit of my mind. By
the Spirit of God, I am taking on a fresh, untarnished mental and spiritual atti‐
tude. Holy Spirit, I allow You to renew my thoughts and attitudes. I have put
on my new self, my new nature, which is created in God’s image, to be like
God. I thank You, Father, for my regenerated and renewed nature I have in
Christ, which is like You, truly righteous and holy, in the purity of the truth.
You have empowered me and enabled me by Your grace to be like You. May I
live in such a way that expresses to You my gratitude for my salvation.

Father, I ask that You continue to renew my mind, by the power of the Holy
Spirit, so that I may fully know and experience this glorious new nature You
have given me in Christ, by Your grace. It is in His name that I pray, Amen!
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T H E  G L O R I O U S  M Y S T E R Y  O F  G R A C E
R E V E A L E D  I N  C H R I S T

2 Timothy 1:9-10, Titus 1:2, Ephesians 3:11, Colossians 1:27,
John 1:18, Hebrews 1:3, Colossians 1:15, 1 John 1:1-5

2 Timothy 1:9-10

[God] hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in
Christ Jesus before the world began,

But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who
hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through
the gospel (KJV)

… He did this, not because we deserved it, but because that was his plan from
before the beginning of time—to show us his grace through Christ Jesus. And
now he has made all of this plain to us by the appearing of Christ Jesus, our
Savior. He broke the power of death and illuminated the way to life and
immortality through the Good News. (NLT)
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… because of His own purpose and grace [His amazing, undeserved favor]
which was granted to us in Christ Jesus before the world began [eternal ages
ago], but now [that extraordinary purpose and grace] has been fully disclosed
and realized by us through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus who
[through His incarnation and earthly ministry] abolished death [making it null
and void] and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. (AMP)

Titus 1:2

This truth gives them con!dence that they have eternal life, which God—who
does not lie—promised them before the world began. (NLT)

[Resting] in the hope of eternal life, [life] which the ever truthful God Who
cannot deceive promised before the world or the ages of time began. (AMPC)

Ephesians 3:11

This is according to His eternal purpose accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.
(HCSB)

This was his eternal plan, which he carried out through Christ Jesus our
Lord. (NLT)

Colossians 1:27

… to whom God would make known what are the riches of the glory of this
mystery among the nations, which is Christ in you the hope of glory (DARBY)

God decided [chose; willed] to let his people know this rich and glorious secret
[mystery] which he has for all people [the nations/Gentiles]. This secret [mys‐
tery] is that Christ lives in you … (EXB) … which is Christ living in you, the hope
of glory. (CEB)
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John 1:18

No one has ever seen God. The one and only Son, who is himself God and is at
the Father’s side—he has revealed him. (CSB) … The only begotten Son, who is
in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him. (NKJV)

No one has seen God [His essence, His divine nature] at any time; the [One
and] only begotten God [that is, the unique Son] who is in the intimate pres‐
ence of the Father, He has explained Him [and interpreted and revealed the
awesome wonder of the Father]. (AMP)

Hebrews 1:3

The Son radiates God’s own glory and expresses the very character of God, and
he sustains everything by the mighty power of his command. When he had
cleansed us from our sins, he sat down in the place of honor at the right hand
of the majestic God in heaven. (NLT)

The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his
being, sustaining all things by his powerful word … (NIV) … being the bright‐
ness of His glory and the express image of His person … (NKJV) … the very
image of his substance … (WEB)

The Son re"ects [or radiates; shines forth] the glory of God [John 1:14] and
shows exactly what God is like [is the exact representation/imprint/stamp of
his being/essence/nature] … (EXB)

The Son is the radiance and only expression of the glory of [our awesome] God
[re"ecting God’s Shekinah glory, the Light-being, the brilliant light of the
divine], and the exact representation and perfect imprint of His [Father’s]
essence, and upholding and maintaining and propelling all things [the entire
physical and spiritual universe] by His powerful word [carrying the universe
along to its predetermined goal] … (AMP)

Colossians 1:15

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the #rstborn over all creation. (NIV)
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Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before anything was
created and is supreme over all creation (NLT)

He is the exact living image [the essential manifestation] of the unseen God
[the visible representation of the invisible], the !rstborn [the preeminent one,
the sovereign, and the originator] of all creation. (AMP)

1 John 1:1-5

We proclaim to you the one who existed from the beginning, whom we have
heard and seen. We saw him with our own eyes and touched him with our
own hands. He is the Word of life. This one who is life itself was revealed to us,
and we have seen him. And now we testify and proclaim to you that he is the
one who is eternal life. He was with the Father, and then he was revealed to us.
We proclaim to you what we ourselves have actually seen and heard so that
you may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and
with his Son, Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that you may fully
share our joy.

This is the message we heard from Jesus and now declare to you: God is light,
and there is no darkness in him at all. (NLT)

PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Glorious Heavenly Father, I am struck with awe and wonder over the
magni!cence, kindness, and wisdom of Your eternal plans, purposes, and
promises. Father, throughout the ages, You have always had a good plan. Your
plan was to give us hope, and to give us life. And in our Lord Christ Jesus, Your
Son, You carried out and accomplished Your eternal plan! You have done it all!

You saved us and You called us with a holy calling – not because we did
anything to deserve it – but according to Your own purpose and grace, and
undeserved favor. You granted us these in Christ Jesus before the world began.
What a captivating mystery to contemplate!

Father, Your extraordinary purpose and grace have now been fully disclosed
and realized by us through the appearing of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Thank
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You, Father, for Your purpose and grace; which were made manifest through
Your Son’s incarnation, earthly ministry, death and resurrection.

Thank You, Jesus! You abolished death; breaking its power and making it null
and void! And You illuminated the way to life and immortality through the
Good News! And hearing and knowing the truth of Your gospel gives me con!‐
dence that I indeed have this eternal life.

Father, I thank You that I can rest in this hope, which is secure. Thank You that
You are ever truthful, and cannot deceive or lie. You promised us eternal life
before the world and time itself began, and You delivered on Your promise.

Thank You, Father, for giving me eternal life through Jesus! I share in Your life
forever!

In Christ, You chose to let Your people know Your rich and glorious secret
which You have for all people. In Him, Your mystery was revealed at last. By
Your grace, You have revealed: Christ living in me, the hope of glory! In Christ,
through faith in Him, You have revealed the plan of eternal life, and the
mystery of union with God! This is a wonder too beautiful for words, and I
pray I can experience the truth of it more and more!

I thank You, Wonderful Father, that Jesus also revealed You. In Him, we have
!nally seen Your true glory. No one had ever seen God. Then, according to Your
gracious will, Your one and only Son became #esh and dwelt among us. Jesus is
Himself God, and is in Your intimate presence, and from Your very heart,
Father. He explained You, He declared You, and He interpreted You. Thank You,
Jesus, for revealing the awesome wonder of the Father to me!

Jesus, I praise You, for You are the radiance of God’s own glory, the brilliant
light of God! You shine forth the Father’s being and essence. You are the exact
representation of the Father’s being; the only full expression of His character;
the very image of His substance; the perfect imprint of His essence and nature.
You alone show us exactly what our awesome God is like. Jesus, You are the
essential manifestation of the unseen; and the visible image of the invisible
God.

Jesus, You sustain all things by the mighty power of Your word. You have
cleansed us from our sins. And You are seated in the place of honor at the right
hand of the majestic Father in Heaven. You existed before anything was
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created, and are supreme over all creation. You are the preeminent one, the
sovereign and the originator of all creation.

The one who is supreme over all creation; the one who existed from the begin‐
ning, who upholds the world with His powerful word; the very radiance of
God’s glory and manifestation of God’s being; the one who is Life itself: this
same One lives in me! And I live in You, Christ, and I am seated with You in
Heavenly places! Through You, I share in Your divine nature, and in the very
glory of God!

I take a moment to let this breathtaking reality set in.

Father, I am enraptured by the revelation of Your Son: who revealed You, and
Your glorious mysteries of grace. Thank You that You revealed Yourself through
Your Son. Thank You for Your plan, and for Your #rst messengers, who got to
see Jesus with their own eyes, hear Him with their own ears, and touch Him
with their own hands. Thank You for their testimony which they proclaimed,
and we now have in Scripture.

Father, I listen with rapt attention to their testimony, so that I may fully share
their joy; and so I may have full fellowship with all the saints, and with the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. I receive the message they heard from Jesus and
now is declared unto me. You are Light, Father, and there is no darkness in You
at all! This is the exact representation of Your glory, and the truth of who
You are!

Heavenly Father, I pray for You to #ll and $ood my heart with light, by the
power of the Holy Spirit working within me. May I take hold of every promise
You have ful#lled in Christ. May I be able to deeply comprehend, and con#‐
dently stand in the hope of eternal life and immortality brought to light by
Jesus Christ.

I pray that I may come to know the riches of Your glorious mystery, of Christ in
me, the hope of glory. I pray that through Christ, who is eternal life Himself, I
may behold Your glory fully, and come to know You through experience. I ask
to truly and intimately know the love of my Father, the grace of Jesus Christ,
and the communion and fellowship of the Holy Spirit. In the name of Jesus, I
pray, Amen!
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G O D  S P E A K S  T H E  WO N D E R F U L  WO R D
O F  G R A C E

Luke 4:22, John 6:63, Psalm 45:1-2, Jeremiah 15:16,
Psalm 119:103, Psalm 119:140, Psalm 19:7, Psalm 119:105,

Hebrews 4:12, Psalm 107:20

Luke 4:22

All the people spoke well of Jesus and were amazed at the words of grace [or
gracious words] he spoke. They asked, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” (EXB)

All testi"ed about him, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded
out of his mouth … (WEB) … and admiring the gracious words … (NASB) … so
impressed were they by the gracious words #owing from his lips … (CEB)

John 6:63

The Spirit is the One who gives life. The #esh doesn’t help at all. The words
that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life. (HCSB)
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It is the Spirit Who gives life [He is the Life-giver]; the !esh conveys no bene"t
whatever [there is no pro"t in it]. The words (truths) that I have been speaking
to you are spirit and life. (AMPC)

Psalm 45:1-2

Beautiful words "ll my mind [My heart is stirred with a good word].
I am speaking of royal things [or address my work to the king]… (EXB)

Beautiful words stir my heart.
I will recite a lovely poem about the king,
for my tongue is like the pen of a skillful poet.
You are the most handsome of all.
Gracious words stream from your lips.
God himself has blessed you forever. (NLT)

My heart is !owing over with good things … (BBE) 
My heart over!ows with a pleasing theme … (ESV)
My heart is welling forth [with] a good matter … (DARBY)
My heart is moved by a noble theme as I recite my verses to the king … (CSB)
… I address my psalm to the King … (AMP)

… You are fairer than the children of men;
graciousness is poured upon Your lips … (AMPC)
… Thou hast been beauti"ed above the sons of men,
Grace hath been poured into thy lips … (YLT)
… grace !ows from your lips … (CSB)

… You are the most excellent of men
and your lips have been anointed with grace,
since God has blessed you forever. (NIV)

Jeremiah 15:16

When your words came, I ate them;
they were my joy and my heart’s delight,
for I bear your name, Lord God Almighty. (NIV)
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When I discovered your words, I devoured them… (NLT)
When your words turned up, I feasted on them… (CEB)
… and I listened carefully to [ate] them … (EXB)

… and thy word was to me a joy and gladness of my heart … (DRA)

But to me your word is a joy, making my heart glad; for I am named by your
name, O Lord God of armies. (BBE)

Psalm 119:103

How sweet are Your words to my taste!
Yes, sweeter than honey to my mouth! (NASB)

How sweet are your promises to my taste,
more than honey to my mouth! (WEB)

Psalm 119:140

Your word is completely pure, and Your servant loves it. (HCSB)

Your promises have been thoroughly tested; that is why I love them so
much. (NLT)

Psalm 19:7

The instruction of the LORD is perfect,
renewing one’s life;
the testimony of the LORD is trustworthy,
making the inexperienced wise. (HCSB)

The instructions of the Lord are perfect,
reviving the soul … (NLT) … restoring and refreshing the soul … (AMP)
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Psalm 119:105

Your word is a lamp to my feet
And a light to my path. (NKJV)

Your word is a lamp before my feet
and a light for my journey. (CEB)

Hebrews 4:12

For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. (NKJV)

Psalm 107:20

He sent his word, and healed them,
and delivered them from their destructions. (NKJV)
… snatching them from the door of death. (NLT)
… he rescued them from the grave. (NIV)

He sends forth His word and heals them and rescues them from the pit and
destruction. (AMPC)

PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Heavenly Father, full of grace, truth and wisdom: Your word is completely
pure, and oh, how I love it! Thank You, Father, for the word of grace which You
have given through Your Son, Jesus Christ: who is Himself the very Word
of God.

Yes, Jesus, You are the Word, who became "esh and dwelt among us here. We
beheld the glory of the Father through You, and You are full of grace and truth.

When You walked the earth, Jesus, the people who heard You were amazed at
the words of grace You spoke. Yes, they wondered, admired, and were so
impressed by the gracious words "owing from Your mouth. They said that no
one had ever spoken like You. You spoke with authority, and yet You did
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nothing on Your own authority, but on the Father’s. You spoke just as He
taught You. You came in the name of the Father, revealing His glory: a God
over!owing with grace and truth.

The words You have spoken are spirit and life. The !esh does not bene"t, but it
is the Spirit who gives life. You are the Life-giver, Holy Spirit! Your words have
given me life!

Oh, how I love Your words! How they "ll me with joy! Your beautiful words "ll
my mind and stir my heart. My heart is welling forth with good things, and
over!ows with a pleasing theme. I hear Your wonderful word of grace, and my
heart responds with love and poetry for my King. My tongue becomes like the
pen of a skillful poet.

You are fairer than the children of men, and grace !ows from Your lips. Yes,
Your lips have been anointed with grace, since God has blessed You forever!

As I discover Your word of grace, I devour every word. Jesus, I listen carefully to
Your words, and I feast on them. They are my joy and my heart’s delight. Your
words "ll my heart with bliss. How sweet are Your words to my taste! Yes,
sweeter than honey to my mouth. How sweet are Your promises! They have
thoroughly tested, and every one proves true. That is why I love them so much!

Your instructions, God, are perfect: renewing my very life. Your words restore
and refresh my soul. Your testimony is trustworthy, and makes me wise. Your
word discerns the thoughts and intents of my heart. Your word is a lamp
before my path, and a light for my journey. It builds me up, strengthens me,
and gives me an inheritance.

Your word is alive and powerful, and it heals. Yes, You sent Your word, and
healed me. You delivered me from the pit of my destruction. You snatched me
from the door of death. You rescued me from the grave. You have called me
Your own. Yes, King Jesus, I am named by Your Name.

Father, I pray that in the depths of my innermost being, You would give me
ears to hear the word of grace. I pray that You would reveal the wonders of
Your truth to me, and let me hear Your words: Your healing, refreshing, edify‐
ing, and enlightening words. I open myself to You, so that Your words can
pierce through me and do their miraculous work in me. When Your words
come, I will listen carefully and feast on them. May the gracious and powerful
words of Christ "ll my mind and heart. In His precious name, I pray, Amen!
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T H E  L I F E- G I V I N G  P OW E R  O F  G R A C E-
F I L L E D  S P E E C H

Colossians 4:6, Ephesians 4:29, Proverbs 22:11, Proverbs 16:24,
Ecclesiastes 10:12, Proverbs 15:4, Proverbs 18:21

Colossians 4:6

Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you
may know how to answer everyone. (NIV)

Let your conversation be gracious and attractive so that you will have the right
response for everyone. (NLT)

Your speech should always be gracious and sprinkled with insight so that you
may know how to respond to every person. (CEB)

When you talk, you should always be kind [gracious] and pleasant [winsome;
engaging; or wholesome; seasoned with salt] so you will be able to answer
everyone in the way you should. (EXB)
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Ephesians 4:29

Let no unwholesome word come out of your mouth, but if there is any good
word for edi!cation according to the need of the moment, say that, so that it
will give grace to those who hear. (NASB)

Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for
building up, as !ts the occasion … (ESV) … but what is good for necessary edi!‐
cation, that it may impart grace to the hearers. (NKJV) … but only such
[speech] as is good and bene!cial to the spiritual progress of others, as is
!tting to the need and the occasion, that it may be a blessing and give grace
(God’s favor) to those who hear it. (AMPC)

… that it may minister grace unto the hearers. (KJV) … Then what you say will
do good [give grace; be a gift] to those who listen to you. (EXB)

Proverbs 22:11

He who loves purity of heart and has grace on his lips,
The king will be his friend. (NKJV)

Whoever loves pure thoughts [hearts] and kind words [lips]
will have even the king as a friend. (EXB)

Proverbs 16:24

Gracious words are a honeycomb,
sweet to the soul and healing to the bones. (NIV)

Pleasant words are like a honeycomb [liquid honey],
making people happy and healthy … (EXB)
… sweet to the taste and health to the body. (CSB)

Ecclesiastes 10:12

The words of the mouth of a wise man are grace: but the lips of a fool shall
throw him down headlong. (DRA)
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The words of a wise man’s mouth are gracious and win him favor, but the lips
of a fool consume him. (AMPC)

Proverbs 15:4

A wholesome tongue is a tree of life,
But perverseness in it breaks the spirit. (NKJV)

The tongue that heals is … (HCSB)
A comforting tongue is … (BBE)
Gentle words are … (NLT)

Wholesome speech is a tree of life,
but dishonest talk breaks the spirit. (CEB)

A peaceable tongue is a tree of life: but that which is immoderate, shall crush
the spirit. (DRA) … but a twisted tongue is a crushing of the spirit. (BBE)

A gentle tongue [with its healing power] is a tree of life, but willful contrari‐
ness in it breaks down the spirit. (AMPC)

As a tree gives fruit, healing words give life [A healthy/healing tongue is a tree
of life], but dishonest [deceitful; perverse] words crush the spirit. (EXB)

A soothing tongue [speaking words that build up and encourage] is a tree of
life, but a perversive tongue [speaking words that overwhelm and depress]
crushes the spirit. (AMP)

Proverbs 18:21

The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its
fruit. (NIV)

What you say can mean [In the power of the tongue are] life or death. Those
who speak with care [love it] will be rewarded [eat its fruit]. (EXB)

198



T H E  LI F E- G I V I N G  P OW E R  O F  G R AC E-F I LLE D  S P E EC H

PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Heavenly Father, full of goodness, grace and truth, I thank You for Your life-
giving word of grace which You have spoken over me. Your word is true and
pure, and endures forever. Your word encourages, and brings joy to my heart.
Your word washes over me and cleanses me. Your word lights the way to life,
and brings light to my eyes. Your word is alive and powerful, sustaining the
very world itself. Your word heals, restores, strengthens, and gives life. I cannot
thank You enough for Your word!

You have said that the tongue has the power of life and death. You have given
me this powerful ability: to actually bring life with my words. How astonish‐
ing! I cherish this precious gift, and I thank You that I will be rewarded by the
fruit of it. I thank You that you empower me to impart Your grace and favor to
those who listen to me. I ask You, Holy Spirit, to teach me to speak with care,
that I may speak life-giving words of grace always. May I speak the same life-
giving word of grace that You do, God!

May my speech be infused with the Holy Spirit; guided by You. As I follow Your
steps and receive Your empowerment, may my words be kind, attractive,
pleasant, winsome, engaging, wholesome, and sprinkled with insight. May my
conversation always be #lled with Your grace, which gives me Your power,
along with those who hear me.

And when a direct word is needed for correction, I pray You would anoint my
speech with Your grace and sculpt my words with the truth of Heaven’s reality.
May my words always come from pure truth, love, and life, without any
perverseness or speaking words that overwhelm or depress. Thank You,
Father, that Your grace always gives me the right response for every person.

Father, I ask that You guide my talk, and I have con#dence that You will. May I
speak from Your authority and purpose, and not my own, just as Jesus spoke. I
ask for Your love, grace and truth to permeate all my heart: so that out of the
abundance of my heart, my mouth would speak love, grace and truth!

You are able to make all grace abound toward me, so that always having suf#‐
ciency in all things, I may have an abundance for every good work. You are
powerfully at work within me, giving me both the desire and the power to do
for Your good purposes and pleasure. In Christ, I share in the divine nature of
God, and have the fullness of grace! Yes, grace upon grace!
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In Christ, who is the Word of Life, my talk is not unwholesome, but I speak
good words of grace. My words are fashioned for edi!cation, and they are good
and bene!cial to the spiritual progress of others, according to the need of the
moment. My words are a blessing, a gift, giving grace to those who hear them.

My mouth is a tree of life: my tongue is wholesome, soothing, gentle, and
peaceable. When I speak, those around me are built up and encouraged,
comforted and healed, and they receive grace and life. My words are gracious
and pleasant, and like liquid honey: sweet to the soul and healing to the bones.
I speak words of grace that make people truly happy and healthy. When I
speak, my words heal and give life!

I love purity of heart, and kind words, and I have Your grace on my lips. I am a
wise person, and the words of my mouth are grace, and win me favor. Even the
king is my friend, because of Your grace on my lips. The grace in my speech
opens doors.

Thank You, Wonderful Father, for speaking Your word of grace over me, which
gives me life. In hearing it, I am taught and empowered to freely give what I
have freely received. I pray that I may hear Your words of life more and more
with an open heart, and that You open my awareness to Your ever-present
grace.

I pray that I would fully discover and experience this power of speaking words
of life everywhere I go, and that You would reveal to me the greatness of this
power that You’ve given to Your children. May all my speech model Christ
Himself, gracious and kind, bold in the truth, !lled with love and life. In His
name I pray, Amen!
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D I V I N E  F AVO R  T H AT  O P E N S  D O O R S
F O R  G R A C E  T O  M U LT I P LY

Psalm 5:12, Psalm 44:3, Genesis 12:2, Revelation 3:7-8,
1 Corinthians 16:9, 2 Corinthians 2:12, Colossians 4:3, Romans

15:15, 2 Corinthians 4:15, Genesis 39:2-4, Genesis 39:21, Daniel
1:9, Luke 2:52

Psalm 5:12

For You, Lord, bless the righteous one;
You surround him with favor like a shield. (HCSB)

… You cover them with favor … (CEB) … you protect them … (EXB)
… as with a shield You will surround him with goodwill (pleasure and favor).
(AMPC)

… your grace will be round him, and you will be his strength. (BBE)
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Psalm 44:3

For they did not gain possession of the land by their own sword,
Nor did their own arm save them;
But it was Your right hand, Your arm, and the light of Your countenance,
Because You favored them. (NKJV)

For our fathers did not possess the land [of Canaan] by their own sword,
Nor did their own arm save them,
But Your right hand and Your arm and the light of Your presence,
Because You favored and delighted in them. (AMP)

… But it was your great power [arm] and strength [right hand].
You were with them […and the light of your face] because you loved [delighted
in] them. (EXB)

Genesis 12:2

And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name
great, so that you will be a blessing. (ESV)

And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you [with abundant
increase of favors] and make your name famous and distinguished, and you
will be a blessing [dispensing good to others]. (AMPC) … [a source of great
good to others] (AMP)

Revelation 3:7-8

To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These are the words of him
who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he opens no one can
shut, and what he shuts no one can open. I know your deeds. See, I have placed
before you an open door that no one can shut … (NIV)

… When he opens a door, no one can close it. And when he closes it, no one can
open it … (EXB)

… I have opened a door for you that no one can close … (NLT)
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1 Corinthians 16:9

There is a wide-open door for a great work here, although many oppose
me. (NLT)

For a great and important door there is open to me, and there are a number of
people against me. (BBE)

In spite of the fact that there are many opponents, a big and productive oppor‐
tunity has opened up for my mission here. (CEB)

2 Corinthians 2:12

When I came to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, the Lord opened a door
for me. (HCSB)

… a door of opportunity was opened for me in the Lord. (AMPC)

Colossians 4:3

At the same time, pray also for us that God may open a door to us for the word,
to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains (CSB)

Romans 15:15

But I have written to you very openly [boldly] about some things [points;
parts] I wanted you to remember. I did this because God gave me this special
gift [or of the grace God gave me] (EXB)

But I’ve written to you in a sort of daring way, partly to remind you of what
you already know. I’m writing to you in this way because of the grace that was
given to me by God. (CEB)

But I have, in some measure, less fear in writing to you to put these things
before you again, because of the grace which was given to me by God (BBE)
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2 Corinthians 4:15

For all things are for your sakes, so that grace, having spread to more and more
people, will cause thanksgiving to over!ow to the glory of God. (NASB)

All of this is for your bene"t. And as God’s grace reaches more and more
people, there will be great thanksgiving, and God will receive more and more
glory. (NLT)

Genesis 39:2-4

And the LORD was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; and he was in
the house of his master the Egyptian. And his master saw that the LORD was
with him, and that the LORD made all that he did to prosper in his hand. And
Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him: and he made him overseer
over his house, and all that he had he put into his hand. (KJV)

The Lord was with Joseph [ indicating a covenant relationship], and he became
a successful man [prospered]. He lived in the house of his master, Potiphar the
Egyptian.

Potiphar saw that the Lord was with Joseph and that the Lord made Joseph
successful [prosperous] in everything he did. So Potiphar was very happy with
Joseph [Joseph found grace/favor in his eyes] and allowed him to be his
personal servant [attend him]. He put Joseph in charge of the house, trusting
him with everything he owned. (EXB)

Genesis 39:21

But the Lord was with Joseph and extended kindness to him. He granted him
favor with the prison warden. (CSB)

Daniel 1:9

And God gave to Daniel grace and mercy in the sight of the prince of the
eunuchs. (DRA)
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Now God had given the chief of staff both respect and affection for Daniel.
(NLT)

Now God had established faithful loyalty between Daniel and the chief of!cial;
(CEB)

Now God made Daniel to !nd favor, compassion, and loving-kindness with the
chief of the eunuchs. (AMPC)

God made Ashpenaz, the chief of!cer [or of the eunuchs], want to be kind [lov‐
ing] and merciful [gracious] to Daniel, (EXB)

Luke 2:52

And Jesus was increasing in wisdom and in years, and in grace before God and
men. (BBE)

And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and
people. (NASB)

PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Heavenly Father, rich with blessing, I thank You for Your unmerited favor, and
for the power of Your grace and Holy Spirit; which all came through Your Son
Jesus Christ.

I thank You for placing me in Christ and uniting me with Him! He is the “Right‐
eous One,” and has become for me wisdom from God, and my righteousness,
holiness and redemption. You made Him who knew no sin to be sin for me, so
now, I am the righteousness of God in Him. It is through Him that I enjoy
Heaven’s complete abundance of favor, blessing, and grace!

Oh Father, Your grace wraps around me! As with a shield, You surround me
with Your goodwill, pleasure and favor. You cover me with Your grace. You
protect me, and You are my strength. It is not by my strength or power that I
save myself, or take hold of my inheritance: it is by Your great power and
strength!
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I inherit the blessings You have for me, because You love me, You delight in me,
and You favor me. I march forward con!dently in the strength of Your right
hand, and in the light of Your presence; knowing that all of Your promises are
“Yes” in Christ. Thank You for Your abundant favor!

Father, I thank You that You bless me in Christ with abundant increase of
favors, and You bring greatness and honor through me. You have a powerful
purpose for me, and You have blessed me richly so that I will be a blessing; a
source of great good to others.

Almighty Father, and Lord Jesus, You hold all the keys. When You open a door,
no one can close it. When You close a door, no one can open it. Father, I thank
You for the open doors of opportunity You have placed before me, and will
place before me, with Your divine favor!

Yes, You open great and important doors for me that no one can close. Regard‐
less of any opposition I meet from any others, Your favor keeps doors wide
open for me, for the great work to be accomplished in each mission You have
given me. Holy Spirit, I ask You to remind me of this when I face resistance and
persecution for doing what You’ve called me to do. Help me to see the open
door!

I pray that You would reveal to me the doors You’ve opened, and the purposes
You’ve called me to. What are the opportunities that Your favor has opened for
me? Holy Spirit, thank You for empowering me to live boldly, daringly, and
openly, as I walk through the doors of my destiny.

By the grace You have given to me, may I speak the truth and mysteries of
Christ, and live by Your Holy Spirit without fear. As I live out Your purposes for
me, and Your grace reaches more and more people, it will bene!t everyone I
encounter and in#uence. This will cause thanksgiving to over#ow, and You
will receive more and more glory!

Father, I thank You also for the discernment to see doors You have closed, that
You have not ordained for me to walk through. May I let go of paths You have
not designed for me.

Father, I thank You that You cause me to increase in grace before You and
before other people. You are able to make my favor multiply, as I grow in
wisdom and stature, even as it was with Jesus!
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Just as You did with Daniel – as I follow after Jesus and Your Kingdom
purposes – I thank You, Father, that You open doors with others whom You
want me to in!uence. By Your grace, may I "nd grace and mercy in their sight.
Give them respect and affection toward me. Cause them to want to give me
favor, compassion, and loving-kindness. Establish faithful loyalty and trust. I
pray this so that, by Your favor, I may encounter the people You want me to
encounter, truly connect with them, and impart Your grace to them through
what You’ve called me to do.

Just as You were with Joseph, I thank You that You are with me in every step of
my journey, and You extend Your kindness to me. Father, thank You for
granting me favor with those who watch over me. Thank You for Your
covenant relationship I have with You, which causes me to prosper and be
successful in all I do.

As people see Your hand on my life, and the prosperity You have given me, may
I "nd grace in their sight. As I speak Your word of grace, may Your favor open
doors. I thank You now for the doors You open for me to serve others, and the
trust and promotions given to me, so that I may in!uence others with Your
love and goodness!

Father, I humbly receive Your grace, which skillfully shapes my heart to be
ready for the in!uence and favor You have prepared for me. Your kindness and
goodness lead me to transformation, so may my character be puri"ed, sculpted
and "lled with Your nature as I encounter Your amazing grace.

Holy Spirit, I welcome You to search my heart and reconstruct my understand‐
ing, so I may fully walk as the new person: the grace-"lled one You have
created and renewed me to be! If there is any way I am not seeing according to
Your ways, I ask You to reveal this, and renew my heart and mind. May I have
the strength of character that Joseph and Daniel had, and yes, the very char‐
acter of Jesus Christ Himself! By Your grace, and the power of Your Spirit!

At last, I ask for You to show me how to walk in the fullness of grace and favor,
that is mine through Jesus Christ. I ask all of this in His holy name, Amen.
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G R A C E  I N  D AV I D’ S  P S A L M S :  T H E
A N S W E R  T O  O U R  P R AY E R S

Psalm 6:2, Psalm 31:9, Psalm 57:1, Psalm 143:8, Psalm 36:7-8,
Psalm 116:1-2, Psalm 23:1-3

Psalm 6:2

Be gracious to me, Lord, for I am weak;
heal me, Lord, for my bones are shaking. (CSB)

Lord, have mercy on [be gracious to] me because I am weak [languish; faint].
Heal me, Lord, because my bones ache [are in agony]. (EXB)

Psalm 31:9

Be gracious to me, Lord,
because I am in distress;
my eyes are worn out from angry sorrow—
my whole being as well. (HCSB) …

Be gracious and compassionate to me, O Lord, for I am in trouble;
My eye is clouded and weakened by grief, my soul and my body also. (AMP)
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… Tears blur my eyes.
My body and soul are withering away. (NLT)

Psalm 57:1

Be gracious to me, O God, be gracious and merciful to me,
For my soul "nds shelter and safety in You,
And in the shadow of Your wings I will take refuge and be con"dently secure
Until destruction passes by. (AMP)

… for my soul takes refuge and "nds shelter and con"dence in You … (AMPC) …
For my soul trusts in You … (NKJV) … for the hope of my soul is in you: I will
keep myself safely under the shade of your wings, till these troubles are
past. (BBE)

Psalm 143:8

Cause me to hear Your lovingkindness in the morning,
For in You do I trust;
Cause me to know the way in which I should walk,
For I lift up my soul to You. (NKJV)

Let me experience
Your faithful love in the morning,
for I trust in You.
Reveal to me the way I should go
because I long for You. (HCSB)

Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love,
for I have put my trust in you.
Show me the way I should go,
for to you I entrust my life. (NIV)
… for I give myself to you. (NLT)
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Psalm 36:7-8

How precious is Your lovingkindness, O God!
Therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of Your wings.
They are abundantly satis"ed with the fullness of Your house,
And You give them drink from the river of Your pleasures. (NKJV)

Your faithful love is priceless, God!
Humanity "nds refuge in the shadow of your wings.
They feast on the bounty of your house;
you let them drink from your river of pure joy. (CEB)

Psalm 116:1-2

I love the Lord, for he heard my voice;
he heard my cry for mercy.
Because he turned his ear to me,
I will call on him as long as I live. (NIV)

I love the Lord because he hears my voice
and my prayer for mercy.
Because he bends down to listen,
I will pray as long as I have breath! (NLT)

I love the Lord because he hears
my requests for mercy.
I’ll call out to him as long as I live,
because he listens closely to me. (CEB)

Psalm 23:1-3

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He makes me to lie down in green pastures;
He leads me beside the still waters.
He restores my soul;
He leads me in the paths of righteousness
For His name’s sake. (NKJV)
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The Lord is my shepherd;
I have all that I need.
He lets me rest in green meadows;
he leads me beside peaceful streams.
He renews my strength.
He guides me along right paths,
bringing honor to his name. (NLT)

The Lord is my shepherd.
I lack nothing.
He lets me rest in grassy meadows;
he leads me to restful waters;
he keeps me alive.
He guides me in proper paths
for the sake of his good name. (CEB)

The Lord is my Shepherd [to feed, guide, and shield me],
I shall not lack.
He makes me lie down in [fresh, tender] green pastures;
He leads me beside the still and restful waters.
He refreshes and restores my life (my self); 
He  leads  me  in  the  paths  of  righteousness  [uprightness  and  right
standing  with  Him—not  for  my  earning  it,  but]  for  His  name’s  sake.
(AMPC)

PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Faithful Heavenly Father, You are the God who answers prayer! I have
con"dence that You have heard me, and will hear me. You answer according to
the abundance of Your grace, through faith in Your Son and His name. In fact,
You have already released every answer for every need, and have provided
complete wholeness through the "nished work of Christ. Father, teach me to
trust in this truth revealed in Scripture, and take hold of in prayer what You
have already given in Your grace.

Father, I thank You that You have always over#owed with grace! You revealed
Your grace to Your servant David, the “man after Your own heart,” who wrote
about it constantly in his poetry. Your grace is the remedy to my every situa‐
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tion, and I have received it in abundance, from the fullness of Christ! Grace
upon grace!

Because You are full of grace and compassion, I have Your answer for my every
need. When I am weak and my bones are aching: I have Your miraculous
healing power! When tears blur my eyes, and my soul and body are worn out
from anger and sorrow: I have Your restoration, comfort, strength, peace and
inner wholeness! When troubles come and destruction seeks me: my soul
trusts in You and !nds shelter, safety, and con!dence under the shade of Your
wings! According to Your in!nite grace and love, by the precious wounds of
Christ: I have full restoration and healing, inside and out, and I have Your
secure protection!

Father, I long to take hold of everything You have freely given through the
!nished work of Your Son. May I truly know and experience the depths of Your
love and grace. May I fully experience Your gift of eternal life in knowing You,
the one true God. May I walk continually in the Spirit, in the calling for which
You have rescued me and called me by Your grace.

Cause me to hear Your loving-kindness in the morning. Let it bring word of
Your faithful love. Let me experience Your faithful love, for I have put my trust
in You. Cause me to know the way in which I should walk, for to You I entrust
my life, and I lift up my soul to You. Father, I give myself completely to You!

How precious, how priceless is Your loving-kindness! Humanity !nds refuge in
the shadow of Your wings! I am abundantly satis!ed with the fullness of Your
house, Father, and I will dwell in Your house forever! Thank You, Father, that
You give me drink from the river of Your pleasures; Your river of pure joy. My
spirit is !lled with the ecstasy and bliss of Heaven, through union with Your
Holy Spirit! Lead me beside the still waters, and cause me to experience the
fullness of this pure joy, restoring my soul!

You my Good Shepherd, Jesus. Because of You, I lack nothing! You feed me,
guide me, and shield me, and I have all that I need. You give me rest in the
fresh, tender green meadows. You plant me in the !eld of abundant life and
surrounded by the spiritual food of Your grace. You lead me to peaceful
streams, beside the restful waters. You keep me alive! You renew my strength.
You restore my life, and my whole self is refreshed in Your presence. You guide
me along the right and proper paths, bringing honor to Your good name. I have
been given uprightness and right standing with You—not due to my earning
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it, but for the sake of Your name. You have made me whole, and You give me
grace upon grace. I am so overjoyed to say that it is You, oh God, who gets all
the glory!

Thank You for caring for me with such attentiveness, wise leadership, lavish
love, and abundant grace!

I love You, Father. You hear my voice. You have heard my cry for mercy, and You
have been so merciful and kind. I have proof of Your unconditional love at the
Cross of Christ. I called, and You answered. You turn Your ear to me. You listen
closely to me, like a Father bending down to hear His child intently. You inti‐
mately connect with me, and You care for me with an everlasting love. Because
You are the one who always listens closely: I will pray to You and call on You as
long as I have breath. I cast my cares on You, Father, for You care for me.

Thank You for always hearing me. I pray You reveal to me what David saw, and
what has been fully manifested through Christ: that You are a God who
answers my cry according to Your grace and loving-kindness. You are the Good
Shepherd who supplies all my need according to Your riches in glory in Christ.

Reveal to me where You have answered me. And in the places I have not yet
seen a breakthrough: show me where You are already on the move. Open my
eyes to Your presence and power! Stir up my faith in all You’ve already given!
Increase my wisdom and knowledge of You, and my understanding of the
truth of the Good News. Cause me to rest in the meadows of Your grace, by the
river of Your life and joy!

I am seen and heard, known and loved by You! How breathtaking. And You
have grace for every need, and for every dream You have put in my heart. How
unsearchable are Your riches! Thank You, Father, for Your Son Jesus Christ,
who is living in me, and is the hope of glory: the glory You have shared with us
forever! In His powerful name, I pray, Amen!
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S U R R O U N D E D  B Y  T H E  B E A U T Y  O F
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Psalm 23:6, Psalm 90:17, Psalm 33:5, 1 Chronicles 16:34,
Psalm 108:4, Psalm 139:7-8, Psalm 16:11

Psalm 23:6

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life;
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord
Forever. (NKJV)

Only goodness and faithful love will pursue me all the days of my life … (HCSB)

… and through the length of my days the house of the Lord [and His presence]
shall be my dwelling place. (AMPC)

Psalm 90:17

May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us;
establish the work of our hands for us—
yes, establish the work of our hands. (NIV)
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And let the [gracious] favor of the Lord our God be on us … (AMP) And let the
beauty and delightfulness and favor of the Lord our God be upon us; con!rm
and establish the work of our hands … (AMPC)

Let the pleasure of the Lord our God be on us: O Lord, give strength to the work
of our hands. (BBE) … Yes, make our efforts successful! (NLT) … yes, give us
success in what we do … (EXB) … Make the work of our hands last! (CEB)

Psalm 33:5

He loves righteousness and justice;
The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord. (NKJV)

He loves whatever is just and good;
the unfailing love of the Lord !lls the earth. (NLT)

His delight is in righteousness and wisdom; the earth is full of the mercy of the
Lord. (BBE) … The earth is full of the lovingkindness of the Lord. (AMP)

1 Chronicles 16:34

Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good!
For His mercy endures forever. (NKJV)

… For His faithfulness is everlasting. (NASB) … for his mercy is unchanging for
ever. (BBE) … His love [steadfast love; lovingkindness] continues [endures]
forever. (EXB)

Psalm 108:4

For your unfailing love is higher than the heavens.
Your faithfulness reaches to the clouds. (NLT)

For Your mercy and loving-kindness are great and high as the heavens! Your
truth and faithfulness reach to the skies! (AMPC)
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Psalm 139:7-10

Where could I go to get away from your spirit?
Where could I go to escape your presence?
If I went up to heaven, you would be there.
If I went down to the grave, you would be there too!
If I could !y on the wings of dawn,
stopping to rest only on the far side of the ocean—
even there your hand would guide me;
even there your strong hand would hold me tight! (CEB)

Where can I go to get away from your Spirit?
Where can I run [!ee] from you?
If I go [climb] up to the heavens, you are there.
If I lie down [spread out; make my bed] in the grave [Sheol; the grave or the
underworld], you are there … (EXB)

… If I go up to the heavens, you are there;
if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 
If I take the wings of the morning,
and go to the farthest parts of the sea;
Even there will I be guided by your hand,
and your right hand will keep me. (BBE)

Psalm 16:11

You make known to me the path of life.
In your presence is fullness of joy.
In your right hand there are pleasures forevermore. (NHEB)

You reveal the path of life to me;
in Your presence is abundant joy;
in Your right hand are eternal pleasures. (HCSB)

You teach me the way of life.
In your presence is total celebration.
Beautiful things are always in your right hand. (CEB)
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PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Marvelous Heavenly Father! I pour out my gratitude to You, Father, for You are
good, and You are gracious! Your mercy is unchanging: it endures forever! Your
faithfulness is everlasting! Your steadfast love continues into eternity!

Your mercy and unfailing love are higher than the Heavens. Your truth and
faithfulness reach to the skies. The earth is full of Your goodness and loving-
kindness. Your delight is in righteousness, wisdom, and whatever is just and
good; and Your grace and mercy !ll the earth.

Everywhere I look, Your beautiful presence surrounds me. Surely Your good‐
ness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life. I am pursued only by
Your grace and faithful love. And through the length of my days, Your house
and Your presence shall be my dwelling place. What unfathomable glory!

Where could I go to get away from Your Spirit? Where could I go to escape Your
presence? If I climb up to the Heavens, You are there. If I make my bed in the
grave, You are there. If I could #y on the wings of the morning, and go to the
farthest parts of the sea, even there Your hand would guide me. Even there,
Your strong right hand would keep me, and hold me tight. Your presence is
everywhere I turn, God; brimming with Your goodness, grace, mercy, and
faithful love.

In Your presence is fullness of joy, and total celebration! In Your right hand
there are eternal pleasures forevermore. Beautiful things are always in Your
right hand, which keeps me and holds me tight. All these things pour out upon
me and within me richly!

You make known to me the path of life. I receive Your word, Father, so I may
know the way to life. The way and the truth and the life: is Jesus Himself.
Thank You for revealing Christ to me. I walk in You, Jesus, and in the Spirit:
surrendering to Your presence all around me and within me. Have Your way!

May the gracious favor of the Lord my God rest upon me! Let Your beauty,
delightfulness and pleasure rest upon me. Establish the works of my hands for
me. Yes, con!rm and give strength to the work of my hands. Father, I thank
You that by Your abundant grace and favor, You give me success in what I do.
You make my efforts prosperous, and You make the work of my hands last.
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Father, I am completely surrounded by Your beauty. Your grace and goodness
are all around me. Your presence is forever my dwelling place, wherein there is
the fullness of Your joy, love, peace, and grace. I am !lled with the Holy Spirit,
and wherever the Spirit is, there is freedom. Freedom dwells richly within me! I
ask that You reveal Yourself in me more and more, so I may fully live in Your
in!nite grace. In the name of Christ I pray, Amen!
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G O D’ S  N AT U R E :  F L OW I N G  W I T H
G R A C E  A N D  F A I T H F U L  L OV E

1 Timothy 1:14, Psalm 130:7-8, Exodus 33:18-19, Exodus 34:6,
Psalm 57:10, Ephesians 1:4-6

1 Timothy 1:14

And the grace of our Lord over!owed, along with the faith and love that are in
Christ Jesus. (HCSB)

Our Lord’s favor poured all over me … (CEB) and the grace of our Lord was
more than abundant, with the faith and love which are found in Christ Jesus.
(NASB)

Psalm 130:7-8

Israel, put your hope in the Lord.
For there is faithful love with the Lord,
and with Him is redemption in abundance.
And He will redeem Israel
from all its sins. (HCSB)
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O Israel, hope in the Lord;
for with the Lord there is unfailing love.
His redemption over!ows.
He himself will redeem Israel
from every kind of sin. (NLT)

… For with the Lord there is mercy and loving-kindness, and with Him is plen‐
teous redemption … (AMPC) … for with the Lord is mercy and full salvation.
And he will make Israel free from all his sins. (BBE)

Exodus 33:18-19

Then Moses said, “Please, show me Your glory!” And He said, “I Myself will
make all My goodness pass before you, and will proclaim the name of the
LORD before you; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will
show compassion to whom I will show compassion.” (NASB)

Moses responded, “Then show me your glorious presence.” The LORD replied,
“I will make all my goodness pass before you, and I will call out my name,
Yahweh, before you. For I will show mercy to anyone I choose, and I will show
compassion to anyone I choose.” (NLT)

Exodus 34:6

And the Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord God,
merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth …”
(NKJV)

Then the Lord passed in front of him and proclaimed: Yahweh—Yahweh is a
compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger and rich in faithful love and
truth (HCSB)

Psalm 57:10

For Your faithful love is as high as the heavens;
Your faithfulness reaches the clouds. (HCSB)
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For Your goodness is great to the heavens … (NASB)
For great is your love, reaching to the heavens … (NIV)

For your great loving kindness reaches to the heavens,
and your truth to the skies. (WEB)

Ephesians 1:4-6

For he chose us in him, before the foundation of the world, to be holy and
blameless in love before him. He predestined us to be adopted as sons through
Jesus Christ for himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise
of his glorious grace that he lavished on us in the Beloved One. (CSB)

Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy
and without fault in his eyes. God decided in advance to adopt us into his own
family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted
to do, and it gave him great pleasure. So we praise God for the glorious grace
he has poured out on us who belong to his dear Son. (NLT)

[in His love] He chose us in Christ [actually selected us for Himself as His own]
before the foundation of the world, so that we would be holy [that is, conse‐
crated, set apart for Him, purpose-driven] and blameless in His sight. In love
He predestined and lovingly planned for us to be adopted to Himself as [His
own] children through Jesus Christ, in accordance with the kind intention and
good pleasure of His will— to the praise of His glorious grace and favor, which
He so freely bestowed on us in the Beloved [His Son, Jesus Christ]. (AMP)

PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Kind and Compassionate Heavenly Father, Your grace is more than abundant,
and it has over#owed to me. Your favor has poured out for me, along with the
faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.

Father, thank You, Your redemption over#ows. You redeem me from all my
sins; every kind of sin. With You there is abundant mercy and loving-kindness,
and there is full salvation. I am overwhelmed by Your goodness all around me!
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When Moses asked to see Your glory, Your manifest presence, Your very
essence: You told him You would cause all Your goodness to pass in front of
him. You declared Your name to him, and showed him the truth of Your nature:
which is Your goodness! Yes, I see it and declare it: Your glory, and Your very
essence is goodness, Father!

You show compassion, mercy and grace to whomever You choose. And Father,
thank You that You chose me in the Beloved before time began; to be adopted
as Your child, according to the riches of Your glorious grace. You lovingly
planned to give me grace, before the beginning of the world and time itself!
You are such a Good Father!

I proclaim back to You, Your glory which You proclaimed to Moses: You are a
compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger and rich in faithful love, good‐
ness and truth! I worship You, my God, and God of Israel!

Because of Your immeasurable love, You graciously gave Your only Son for my
salvation. According to the riches of Your grace, I have been rescued. I will not
perish, but have everlasting life. The entire weight of our sin was taken onto
the Cross of Jesus, and by His stripes, I was healed. Thank You, Father, for Your
immeasurable gift!

This was all according to Your inexhaustible grace and love. Father, Your
faithful love and mercy are so great, reaching to the heavens! Your goodness,
truth, and faithfulness reach to the clouds!

You have fully revealed Yourself, Father, through Your Son, Jesus. He is Your
visible image and very essence, on full display. Through Him, we behold Your
glory, and see that You are full of grace and truth. Oh, the glory of Your pres‐
ence, God!

In Christ, You chose me, even before You made the world. In Your abundant
love, You actually selected me for Yourself as Your own. By Your grace, You
called me to a holy calling: to be consecrated, set apart for You, purpose-
driven, and blameless in Your sight. In Your Son, You have washed me and
made me whole!

In Your love, You decided in advance to bring me into Your own family by
bringing me to Yourself through Your Beloved Son, Jesus. This was what You
wanted to do, in accordance with Your kind intention and good pleasure of
Your will: it gave You great happiness. You’ve always wanted to wrap me in
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Your Father’s embrace: unhindered, unashamed, untainted, and unafraid. Oh,
the bliss of being forever Yours, Abba, Father!

I praise You for the glorious grace and favor, which You have so freely lavished
on me in Your Son, Jesus Christ, the Beloved One! It is in His wonderful name I
pray, Amen!
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G O D’ S  D R E A M  F U L F I L L E D :  E V E R
L O N G I N G  T O  G I V E  U S  G R A C E

Isaiah 30:18, Numbers 6:24-26,
Psalm 103:4, Psalm 23:5, Jeremiah 31:3,

2 Timothy 1:9-10, Hebrews 13:8-9, 2 Corinthians 6:2

Isaiah 30:18

Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you;
therefore he will rise up to show you compassion.
For the Lord is a God of justice.
Blessed are all who wait for him! (NIV)

For this cause the Lord will be waiting, so that he may be kind to you; and he
will be lifted up, so that he may have mercy on you; for the Lord is a God of
righteousness: there is a blessing on all whose hope is in him. (BBE)

… the Lord waits [expectantly] and longs to be gracious to you,
And therefore He waits on high to have compassion on you.
For the Lord is a God of justice;
Blessed (happy, fortunate) are all those who long for Him [since He will never
fail them]. (AMP)
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… the Lord [earnestly] waits [expecting, looking, and longing] to be gracious to
you; and therefore He lifts Himself up, that He may have mercy on you and
show loving-kindness to you. For the Lord is a God of justice. Blessed (happy,
fortunate, to be envied) are all those who [earnestly] wait for Him, who expect
and look and long for Him [for His victory, His favor, His love, His peace, His
joy, and His matchless, unbroken companionship]! (AMPC)

The Lord wants [is waiting] to show his mercy [be gracious] to you.
He wants to rise and [or is exalted and wants to] comfort [show compassion
to] you.
The Lord is a fair [just] God,
and everyone who waits for his help [ him] will be happy [blessed]. (EXB)

Numbers 6:24-26

The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. (ESV)

The Lord bless you, and keep you [protect you, sustain you, and guard you];
The Lord make His face shine upon you [with favor], and be gracious to you
[surrounding you with lovingkindness];
The Lord lift up His countenance (face) upon you [with divine approval], and
give you peace [a tranquil heart and life]. (AMP)

May the Lord send his blessing on you and keep you:
May the light of the Lord’s face be shining on you in grace:
May the Lord’s approval be resting on you and may he give you peace. (BBE)

… May the Lord smile on you and be gracious to you. (NLT)

Psalm 103:4

He redeems me from death
and crowns me with love and tender mercies. (NLT)
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He keeps back your life from destruction,
crowning you with mercy and grace. (BBE)

Who redeems your life from the pit and corruption,
Who beauti!es, digni!es, and crowns you with loving-kindness and tender
mercy (AMPC)

Psalm 23:5

You prepare a feast for me
in the presence of my enemies.
You honor me by anointing my head with oil.
My cup over#ows with blessings. (NLT)

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.
You have anointed and refreshed my head with oil;
My cup over#ows. (AMP)

Jeremiah 31:3

The Lord has appeared of old to me, saying:
“Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love;
Therefore with lovingkindness I have drawn you.” (NKJV)

I have loved you with a love that lasts forever.
And so with unfailing love,
I have drawn you to myself. (CEB)

… That is why I have continued
showing you kindness [loyalty]. (EXB)
… and continued My faithfulness to you. (AMP)

2 Timothy 1:9-10

This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, but it has
now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus … (NIV)
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… that was his plan from before the beginning of time—to show us his grace
through Christ Jesus. And now he has made all of this plain to us by the
appearing of Christ Jesus, our Savior. (NLT)

Hebrews 13:8-9

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. So do not be attracted by
strange, new ideas. Your strength comes from God’s grace … (NLT)

2 Corinthians 6:2

For he says,
“In the time of my favor I heard you,
and in the day of salvation I helped you.”
I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation. (NIV)

“At the acceptable time (the time of grace) I listened to you,
And I helped you on the day of salvation.”
Behold, now is “the acceptable time,” … (AMP)

… Look, now is the right time! Look, now is the day of salvation! (CEB)
… Behold, now is truly the time for a gracious welcome and acceptance [of you
from God]; behold, now is the day of salvation! (AMPC)

… Today is the day of salvation. (NLT)

PRAYING THE WORD OF GRACE

Gracious Heavenly Father, I thank You for Your heart, which has been "lled
with compassion forever. You have loved me with an everlasting love! With
Your unfailing loving-kindness, You have drawn me to Yourself. You have
continued to show me kindness and loyalty, and have perpetually kept Your
faithfulness to me!

Eternally, this is who You are, God: You are Perfect Love!

How wonderful Your heart is, Father. I thank You for Your gracious intention
which You’ve always had within You. You long to be gracious to us! You
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earnestly wait, looking and expecting, even longing to be kind to me. You rise
up to comfort me, and show me compassion and mercy. This is Your nature.
This is Your desire.

And I thank You that You are forever a God of justice, and You have justi!ed me
freely through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus! I exalt You with whole‐
hearted joy, Heavenly Father!

I place all my hope in You, Father, and I allow Your abundant blessing to
shower down on me! I earnestly long for You; and I am blessed, happy and
fortunate, for You will never fail me. Because You are faithful, I con!dently
expect Your favor, and wait for Your help. With assurance, I am always on the
lookout for Your victory in all things.

I open my arms wide to receive Your love, Your peace, and Your joy! Father, I
step into the #ow of Your matchless, unbroken companionship, freely
extended to me already by Your grace. I respond with simple faith by saying
“Yes!” I receive Your good, perfect and gracious gifts. Father, I receive You!

How amazing Your grace is, Father. By Your grace, You have redeemed me from
death. You have kept back my life from destruction. You have redeemed my life
from the pit. I have been saved by Your grace, and this is what You always
wanted!

Yes, Father, You crown me with Your grace! You adorn me with Your love! You
beautify me and dignify me with Your kindness and tender mercies. You
prepare a feast for me, even in front of my enemies. You have honored me by
anointing my head with oil. You have refreshed my mind and my whole being
by Your grace and Your Holy Spirit. My cup over#ows with blessings!

All of this #ows from who You are, Lord! This is Your great desire! Thank You,
Father, for You have blessed me with every spiritual blessing in the Heavenly
places in Christ. I cannot contain my gratitude!

I rest secure in Your embrace, for You bless me and keep me. You protect me,
You sustain me, and You guard me. I open myself, and warmly welcome the
light of Your face, ever beaming on me graciously. I thank You that You make
Your face shine upon me with Your favor. You surround me with loving-kind‐
ness. You lift up Your countenance upon me, and Your divine approval rests on
me. Father, I thank You, that You give me Your peace: a tranquil heart and life
to the full.
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May my eyes be opened to fully behold You, Father: ever smiling on me, ever
gracious to me!

This was Your plan from before the beginning of time, to show me Your grace
through Christ Jesus. Yes, Your grace was given to me before the beginning of
time. And now it has been revealed through the appearing of Christ Jesus, our
Savior. In Him, Your good purposes have been accomplished, and this has
brought You great happiness.

Precious Lord Jesus, You are the same yesterday, today, and forever. This has
always been who You are, and it has always been Your perfect plan. Sanctify
me in the truth of Your word, Father. Keep me from being attracted by any
strange, new ideas. I have been entrusted to You and the pure word of Your
grace. My strength comes from Your grace. And as I continue to know You
more, and place my faith in You, I will continue to grow in this grace in which I
securely stand.

You spoke prophetically in ages past, “In the time of my favor I heard you, and
in the day of salvation I helped you.” I thank You, Father, that according to
Your word, the time has come. Now is the time of Your favor. Now is the time of
grace. Now is truly the time of Your gracious welcome. I surrender, Father, and
fall back into Your arms, receiving Your acceptance of me in the Beloved!

You have listened to me, Father, and You have helped me. In Christ, all things
have been made new. Awaken my heart, Father, to the new life and grace You
have given to me in Christ. May my heart be "lled and #ooded with light by
the Holy Spirit. May I know and experience the magnitude of Your love.

I come running into Your arms, boldly and fearlessly, as Your dearly loved
child, Abba Father! I reach out my hands in awe and gratitude, to freely and
openly receive from Your fullness: grace upon grace!

The time for freedom is now. Today is the day of salvation.

In the name of Jesus Christ, I pray, Amen!
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What a beautiful time this has been.

You know, I said at the beginning of this book that I wouldn’t attempt a precise
de!nition of grace. So I won’t.

Still … It is exciting to look at different ways people have tried to describe it.

In preparing this book, I had such a wonderful time searching out visions of
grace. I read words that !lled my heart with joy and my face with a smile.

I gathered quotes and ideas from a variety of places like a treasure hunter, from
concordances to catechisms … from hymns to theology books … from early
church fathers to contemporary writers … describing what grace is, what it
does, what it gives, what it’s like …

… and at some point I !gured out I was compiling a whole other book!
Surprise, surprise. Oh well. Maybe I will write that one someday.

My main purpose in this book was really for us to prayerfully immerse
ourselves in Scripture, and listen for the glorious theme of grace.

Well, I will say this. As I was searching, I found that the term “grace” seems to
cover a lot of ground. Precious, hallowed ground.
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Perhaps grace means more than we will ever fully grasp? The original
witnesses to the grace of Jesus Christ indicate in the Scripture that Christ’s
riches are “unsearchable” (Ephesians 3:8, KJV), God’s gift is “unspeakable” (2
Corinthians 9:15, KJV), and the riches of His grace are “immeasurable” (Eph‐
esians 2:7, ESV).

That being said, among many glimpses into glory, I did come across this
compelling “variation on the theme” of grace in my search.

I began to see this beautiful convergence of different voices from all over the
body of Christ through the centuries. This seemed to “reach beyond” typical
de"nitions of grace I was used to hearing.

As they slowly turned the diamond of the gospel of grace in the light of God,
they came to behold similar glory … they came to hear a similar variation on
the theme …

They came to see that grace is far more than some measured substance or
commodity given out by God … and it is beyond simply a kind disposition God
has toward us …

Grace is found in the collision of Heaven and earth. It’s found in what God does
in us and through us. God working within our whole person. This in$uence is
divine, miraculous, complete, eternal. It transforms our being and our doing.

Grace is the place of our participation in the life of God. Where God’s very life
is in us, and we are in the very life of God. Grace brings us into full communion
with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

We experience the sun by its light and warmth. We experience God by His
grace. And even greater than the sun, God is eternal, everywhere, all at once.

What a captivating variation on this theme. Grace is the working of God. Grace
gives life. Grace transforms. It is the empowering presence that enables us to
share in the life of Christ: to partake in Him, and to know Him.

Grace is the gift of God Himself.

How many glorious sides of grace we have witnessed in this book. And yet,
however one de"nes grace … Perhaps, the central purpose of grace is this: to
bring us into communion with God, that we may know Him, and share in His
life.
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Now the whole offer which Christianity makes is this: that we can, if we let
God have His way, come to share in the life of Christ … The whole purpose of
becoming a Christian is simply nothing else.

— C. S. Lewis (1898—1963)1

To share in the life of Christ. To partake of His divine nature. To join the music,
and the dance. To truly know God. To live fully alive in Christ, and be every‐
thing we were created for: with and through and in Him. This is our purpose.
This is the purpose of grace.

By His grace … we are written into the symphony. We are a sparkle in the
diamond. We are the light of the world. We are a part of it. We are part of the
music and the dance.

Just one more turn of the diamond, friend. I think it will be worth it.

As we behold the glory of God in the eyes of Jesus – the Incarnate Deity, full of
grace and truth – we see Grace personi!ed.

In his book, Autobiography of a Person in the Spirit, Chinese Christian preacher
and hymnist, Witness Lee (1905—1997) writes:

Many Christians consider that grace is unmerited favor, something given to us
by the Lord freely. I have no objection to this. For instance, Christ’s dying on
the cross for our sins was something done for us freely. Undoubtedly, this was
really grace. Forgiveness and justi#cation are things given by God to us which
are of grace. But we must see that the New Testament shows us that grace is
nothing less than Christ Himself (1 Cor. 15:10; cf. Gal. 2:20-21) as the very
embodiment of the processed Triune God for our enjoyment. Christ has come
not merely to do something for us objectively, not merely to bring some good
things from God to us freely. The purpose of the work of Christ was so that He
could come into us. His dying on the cross was not the purpose but the means
to ful#ll the purpose of Him coming into us for our enjoyment in order that we
may enjoy Him as our life, our life supply, our strength, and our everything.
Grace is Christ coming into us as our full enjoyment.2

Grace is Christ coming into us as our full enjoyment.

He is our life, and our life supply. He is our strength. He is our everything.
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However one de!nes grace, we can say that grace is the immeasurable gift
freely given by God.

Grace means God gives. Best of all, He gives Himself.

Grace is God, and God is grace.

Let us re#ect on some of the most precious gifts we’ve unveiled in our journey
praying through Scripture together …

The gift of Christ in us, the hope of glory, the One who !nished the work of
redemption on our behalf.

The gift of the Holy Spirit in us, who gives life as the One who raised Christ
from the dead, the !rstfruits of our inheritance.

The gift of the Father in us, who has poured out within us all of His love and
glory, the very same that He has always shared with His Son.

Grace has brought us into eternal life, which is intimately knowing God. Grace
has brought us into communion with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We have
become one. The fullness of God in us, and everything of us in God.

Here we see the unsearchable riches of grace.

God is the greatest gift. And what do you do with a gift?

Man’s chief and highest end is to glorify God, and fully to enjoy Him for ever.

— The Westminster Larger Catechism3

Enjoy union and communion. Enjoy the sweet music of amazing grace. Enjoy
the dance of the !re and the sparkle, and the brilliance in the light. Enjoy the
new creation in the garden of God’s rest.

And fully enjoy God, forever.

Now, “May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” (2 Corinthians 13:14, NIV)

Amen.
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